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popular abortion rights slogan, “My body, my choice”—in a tweet that went viral. m
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2017) and anti-trans campaigns to consolidate its power. Kitana Ananda
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area at PRA, and our first article introduces a critical framework for analyzing the cen-
trality of gender to authoritarian politics. As senior research analyst Annie Wilkinson
writes (p. 3), when “The idea that gender is not a fixed or natural order threatens to up-
end the logical underpinnings of authoritarian power,” authoritarians deploy the nor-
mative family ideal and patriarchal discipline to assert and justify their rule.
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ect to dismantle public education. In Kentucky and West Virginia, the authors write (p. 6), Abigail Battles, Seior Epimoriar CooRDINATOR
“Assaults on state public education systems offer early warnings of what the Heritage-led Melanie Bouchard, Orerations CoornivaTor
coalition backing the second Trump administration has in store for the whole country.” Chancie Calliham, Researci Anarrst
Elsewhere, PRA research analyst Chancie Calliham analyzes (p. 12) how a far-right strategy Frederick Clarkson, Sentor Researci ANaryst
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eral’s overreach in attacks on reproductive health and gender-affirming care. Evan Derkacz, Execurive EbiTor OF RELIGION DISPATCHES
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investigates the growing movement of right-wing pronatalism. While divided into Ethan Fauré, Senior ReseArcH ANALYST
“trad” and “tech” wings, as Del Valle writes (p. 15), the movement is (for now) united Orlisha Fox, DeveLopvenT DiRecToR
by an ideological commitment to birthing more babies that reproduces hierarchy and Steven Gardiner, PrivcipaL REsearcH Abvisor
inequality. The flipside of encouraging rich White people to have more children is re- Jack Gieseking, Eprror
productive injustice and the criminalization of people of color and the poor and work- Hialy Gutierrez, Depurr Researci DIREGTOR
ing classes under increasingly authoritarian conditions, the subject of our roundtable Asia Korkmaz, DeveLopmenT CooRDINATOR
(p. 28) with movement leaders and advocates. Renee Kuhl, Grants Manacer
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As federal agencies carry out Trump’s executive orders seeking to erase transgender and Ben Lorber, Sentor Resarci ANaryst
nonbinary people from public life, several of this issue’s articles dissect the Right's anti-trans Koki Mendis, Communications Director
politics. Hannah Silver examines (p. 22) the Our Bodies, Our Sports coalition of right-wing Divine Mugunga, HR & Operations ManaGER
women and anti-trans feminists mobilizing to exclude trans people from sports. Sophie Zoe Newton, Communications COORDINATOR
Lewis, author of the new book Enemy Feminisms, makes the case for reckoning with the Greeley 0'Connor, Manacine DircTor
200-year history of right-wing and fascist feminisms (p. 19)—from Western imperialism Aidan Orly, Senior DEvELOPMENT MANAGER
to today’s White cis feminism—to organize against them. And scholars Phillip Ayoub and Micaela Pacheca Ceballos, Senior Procrau Manace
Kristina Stoeckl outline (p. 32) how transnational moral conservative networks have built Harini Rajagopalan, Communications Manacer
opposition to LGBTQ rights as part of a broader counterrevolutionary agenda. Rev. Naomi Washington-Leapheart, Statecic Parrxerskips DiREcTOR

Annie Wilkinson, Senxior ResearcH ANALYST
As the Right weaponizes notions of “wokeness” and “cancel culture” gone amok
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in its attacks on racial, gender, and reproductive justice, how can we build a broader Katherine Acey, Chair
human rights movement? In our Q&A, Chancie Calliham speaks (p. 25) with Loretta Fatema Ahmad « Sagib Bhatti
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Ross about her new book, Calling In.

Our cover features a collage by genderqueer South African feminist artist Boniswa Founpen
Khumalo, whose work is part of Beyond Molotovs: A Visual Handbook of Anti-Author- Jean V. Hardisty, Ph.D.
itarian Strategies. The Art of Activism (back cover) highlights the handbook’s mix of
thoughtful and creative strategies for defeating authoritarianism.
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BY ANNIE WILKINSON

Gender & Authoritarianism

A Framework for Analysis and Action
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Collage of protestors during an anti-Trump rally, and the Women’s March in 2016 (Credit: PRA)

Two weeks before the 2024 elec-
tion, Tucker Carlson, whose
documentary, The End of Men,!
laments the persecution of men, spoke at
a Turning Point rally for Donald Trump.
After describing a nation degraded and
feminized by woke culture and Demo-
cratic leadership, Carlson cast Trump as
a strongman who would restore law and
order with a “vigorous spanking,” per-
sonifying the U.S. as a teenage girl re-
quiring her patriarch’s dutiful discipline.
The audience enthusiastically chanted
“Daddy Don!” in response to this promise
of “patriarchal restoration.” Days later,
Trump delivered on this portrayal, prom-
ising at a campaign rally* to “protect”
women “whether [they] like it or not.”
Trump’s and Carlson's statements could
be construed as a campaign tactic that uses
the dysfunctional family trope as a dog
whistle for the culturally and economically
downtrodden male and appeals to patriar-
chal norms. But they also illustrate the im-
portance of gender, cisheteropatriarchy?
and misogyny to authoritarian politics.

Gendered power inheres in authoritar-
ianism. Contemporary authoritarians
everywhere—from Texas to Turkey to Tel
Aviv—mobilize misogyny® to consolidate
their power by reinforcing gendered hi-
erarchies led by cis men (and rewarded
female loyalists?) while preserving racial-
ized, economic, and geopolitical hierar-
chical orders. They also weaponize gender
politics and the gendered domination
that animates it as a “core mechanism of
democratic erosion.” Countering author-
itarianism in the U.S. and globally thus re-
quires a framework for analyzing and un-
derstanding the centrality of gender—and
the anti-gender campaigns that mobilize
it—to authoritarian politics. This analysis
also reveals the power of a robust gender
justice front in pro-democracy efforts.

AUTHORITARIANISM'S GLOBAL ACCELER-
ATION

The world is witnessing a wave of auto-
cratization® as established authoritarians
consolidate power and antidemocratic
movements challenge the liberal democ-

WOMEN'S MARCH 2020

racies from which they have emerged.*
Anti-gender movements have played a
pivotal role in this process. As a political
system characterized by power concen-
trated in a single leader—or a few, most
often men—authoritarianism is main-
tained through limited tolerance of con-
testations to that power, whether from
political rivals, dissidents, democratic
social movements, or liberatory ideas—
like the assertion that gender inequality
is not inevitable.

Many of the worlds recently emerged
autocrats have captured and consolidated
power from within liberal democracies by
employing tactics that exploit these soci-
eties’ features. Like their global and histor-
ical counterparts,® authoritarian actors in
the U.S. have bent the electoral system® to
their favor, injected widespread mis- and
disinformation® into political discourse,
captured and weakened judicial indepen-
dence,* and encouraged the gradual ero-
sion of democratic institutions and will.*”
Their formula also includes attacking the
media;* curtailing access to information via
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attacks on public school curricula,” higher
education,®® books,® and public libraries;*
cracking down on civil society;* and weak-
ening the independence of civil institu-
tions.” At the same time, they aggrandize
executive power?—including at the state
level, as Chancie Calliham examines® in this
issue—and weaponize the state apparatus
to punish or eliminate political rivals® and
expand carceral systems.?

Over the past few years, states under
GOP control have acted as “laboratories
of autocracy” to test, modify, and repli-
cate policies® that advance an anti-gen-
der politics, seeking to match their coun-
terparts’ successes in consolidating®
enclaves of authoritarian control within
the U.S. This uneven authoritarian cap-
ture has resulted in a well-entrenched
system of subnational (or federated) au-
thoritarianism in which “some states
remain committed to inherited forms of
democratic liberalism while others cling
to (or develop, or resurrect) patterns of il-
liberal authoritarianism. "3°

After capturing the Republican par-
ty, the Supreme Court, and trifectas in
nearly half of U.S. states, the MAGA-led
authoritarian coalition has consolidated
its control over the federal government
with Project 2025 as the blueprint.® As
this process of autocratization acceler-
ates, the dismantling of democracy will
become difficult to hold back.*

Contemporary authoritarians use de-
mographic identity to sow division, en-

national glory and stability, including via
an idealized gendered order.

ROOTED IN THE (CISHETERO) PATRIARCHAL
FAMILY

Authoritarian regimes and move-
ments often deploy gendered power in
two key, interrelated ways: They mo-
bilize misogyny*® to capture power,
and they consolidate and maintain it
by exercising control over sex, gender,
sexuality, and reproduction. One fun-
damental way that authoritarians mo-
bilize gender stems from the challenge
they face in justifying their exceptional
power. When authoritarians subvert
the consent of the governed, they must
legitimate their authority by other
means. This is done by activating anoth-
er source of authority deeply ingrained
in most societies: the cisheteropatriar-
chal family. In the U.S., this manifests in
the implicit though elusive*® ideal of the
White Christian nuclear family.

In this normative unit, women are
relegated to biological and social repro-
ductive roles and men serve as provider
and protector while regulating women’s
sexuality and reproduction. A strict gen-
der binary and hierarchy anchors men’s
exercise of authority and dominion over
women and children while providing
a permission structure for exceptional
male behavior, enabling authoritarians
like Trump to be found liable for sexu-
al abuse, roll back gender equality, and

Authoritarian regimes and movements often deploy
gendered power in two key, interrelated ways:

They mobilize misogyny to capture power, and they
consolidate and maintain it by exercising control over
sex, gender, sexuality, and reproduction.

abling their takeover of state power.? Their
base-building strategies often combine
economic populist rhetoric3* with racial-
ized and gendered resentment politics®
that tap into and exacerbate social and eco-
nomic anxieties. This frequently involves
ethnonationalist fearmongering®® that
mobilizes latent and blatant forms of rac-
ism to frame racialized “others” as outsider
threats. Trump has done this, for instance,
by labeling immigrants as invaders®” and
promising the sentimental® restoration of

spew misogynistic rhetoric without im-
periling their legitimacy. Those who
resist this arrangement are, like Tucker
Carlson suggested, disciplined through
punishment within the family and crimi-
nalization by the state. Such control over
female bodies and persecution of LGBTQ
individuals is, as Ruth Ben-Ghiat points*
out, a “throughline of authoritarianism,”
and the core message of the all-male cho-
rus of “your body, my choice” in the wake
of Trump’s 2024 election.

Treated as essential and natural, reli-
gious traditionalists like the Holy See and
the U.S. Christian Right also claim that
this arrangement is divinely ordained and
thus morally just. This model of natural-
ized cisheteropatriarchy, especially when
framed as the “basic unit of society” and
the nation, is used to justify the necessity
of a strongman* who, as its patriarch, is
empowered to exercise dominion over the
national family,® including through sanc-
tioned violence—like a spanking.

But it is not only those who spank their
daughters who find the justification of
patriarchal discipline compelling. Re-
search shows that support for group-
based hierarchies and inequality as the
natural order*—a “social dominance ori-
entation”—correlates with an endorse-
ment of hegemonic traditional mascu-
linity and right-wing authoritarian belief
systems,* which in turn predicts misog-
yny*® and attitudes toward transgender
and non-binary people.#” Authoritarians
draw on these pervasive beliefs to justify
their exercise of control over others, in-
cluding those who don't conform to this
order, like queer and transgender people
who are marked for marginalization or
eradication from public life.*®

The idea that gender is not a fixed or
natural order threatens to upend the logi-
cal underpinnings of authoritarian power.
Denial that gender is multiple and distinct
from sex is a universal feature of anti-gen-
der campaigns and the impetus behind
Trump’s campaign promise to “defeat the
toxic poison of gender ideology and reaf-
firm that God created two genders* that
underwrote his Day 1 Executive Order de-
claring that the U.S. will only recognize
two “sexes,” “male and female."”s®

WEAPONIZING GENDER EQUALITY TO
CONSOLIDATE POWER

Authoritarian leaders may paradox-
ically draw on these same imaginaries
to engage in the tactics of “autocratic
genderwashing”® or its counterpart of
Israeli innovation, “pinkwashing,’s* by
adopting limited LGBT rights or gender
equality reforms to enhance their do-
mestic and/or international legitimacy®
and deflect criticism of their rights viola-
tions or autocratic behavior, forestalling
democratization pressures and shoring
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If authoritarian leaders and their base frequently
disparage and repress women, femme, and queer-led
movements, it is because they too recognize the power
of a pro-democracy feminist front in confronting and

undermining their power.

up the stability of their regime. Gender
quotas are a common tactic.>* They may
also endorse international gender equal-
ity initiatives—even while pulling out of
international agreements® combating
violence against women—or forge stra-
tegic alliances*® with anti-trans femi-
nists, as Hannah Silver analyzes* in this
issue. Such tactics reinforce rather than
challenge the gender essentialism that
grounds cisheteropatriarchy and author-
itarian power structures.

The authoritarian family script also
orders people and power by race and na-
tion as it intersects with gender. In the
U.S. and much of Europe, this manifests
as White and/or Christian ethnonation-
alist projects, for example in Trump's
smearing of Mexican immigrants as
“rapists”®® who are “poisoning the blood
of our country.” Similar dynamics man-
ifest in the Hindu, Buddhist, and Jewish
ethnonationalist claims of India’s®® Nar-
endra Modi, Myanmar's® junta head Min
Aung Hlaing, and Israel’s® Benjamin Ne-
tanyahu, respectively—leaders who have
incited ethnic cleansing and /or genocide
against populations by fueling moral
panics that portray the women of the
dominant group as sexually threatened.

ANTI-GENDER POLITICS DEFINE CON-
TEMPORARY AUTHORITARIANISM

Authoritarians have learned from each
other®* that, whatever their personal
ideological commitments, they can stra-
tegically instrumentalize others’ fidelity
to a traditionalist politics of gender and
sexuality. These transactional authori-
tarians® stoke and ride the wave of moral
panic to greater power. Vladimir Putin,
for example, initially relied on gender
equality rhetoric in the early stages of
his authoritarian power grab before find-
ing greater traction as a global innova-
tor of anti-gender campaigns. In 2013,
he banned so-called LGBT “propagan-
da"%—a tactic adapted by Ron DeSantis

in Florida a decade later—before more
recently criminalizing LGBT activists®® as
“terrorists” and banning “child-free pro-
paganda,”® a policy intended to compel
Russian women to have more children.
Advised by those like American Princi-
ples Project’s Terry Schilling who found
in 2020 that anti-trans messaging prom-
ised significant potential to mobilize Re-
publican voters,®® Trump pivoted from
his 2012 position supporting transgender
women in his pageants and promising
LGBT Americans that he “will fight for”®
them in 2016 to centering anti-trans pol-
itics” in his 2024 campaign, which he
opened by promising to end “transgen-
der insanity”” and closed with a blitz
of attack ads scapegoating transgender
people™as enemies within.”
Authoritarian populist leaders and
movements have adapted anti-gender
campaigns as a modular tool” in di-
verse contexts around the world. What
anti-gender politics offers them is a uni-
fying framework or “symbolic glue””
that coheres political coalitions”™ across
issues, sectors, and geopolitical blocs, re-
directing status anxieties conditioned by
neoliberal globalization onto scapegoats
crafted as existential threats.” Most
anti-gender movement actors have cast
so-called “gender ideology””® as their
primary villain, while some deploy vari-
ations like “wokeism” in DeSantis’ Flor-
ida—a term Argentina’'s authoritarian
president Javier Milei recently resurrect-
ed at the 2025 World Economic Forum.”

DEMOCRATIC RESISTANCE AND GENDER
JUSTICE

As authoritarian leaders turn to gen-
dered hierarchies to justify and con-
solidate their power at the expense of
women, queer and trans people, and
other marginalized social groups, diverse
feminist movements have fought back.
These movements have played key roles
in resisting®® autocratization globally,

insisting upon respect for the democrat-
ic norms and institutions that under-
gird their demands for gender justice.
Recent examples include: Myanmar's
women-led front, which mobilized
against the 2021 coup; Argentina’s Green
Wave mobilizations, which helped se-
cure the decriminalization of abortion
in 2020; Mexico's women's strike to
protest the epidemic of femicides per-
vading Mexico with impunity; and the
U.S. Women's March of 2017, the largest
single-day protest in U.S. history, which
brought millions to the streets to register
dissent against MAGA's antidemocratic
threat. This pattern repeats® from Poland
to Tunisia and beyond.

If authoritarian leaders and their base
frequently disparage and repress women,
femme, and queer-led movements, it is
because they too recognize the power of
a pro-democracy feminist front in con-
fronting and undermining their power.
Authoritarians have a “strategic reason
to be sexist,” as researchers Zoe Marks
and Erica Chenoweth put it, because they
know that “when women participate in
mass movements, those movements are
both more likely to succeed and more like-
ly tolead to more egalitarian democracy.”®

To effectively resist authoritarianism,
we must understand its gendered roots
and cultivate a robust and intersectional
front for gender justice. Only then can we
achieve a more just and equitable future
for all.

Annie Wilkinson, Ph.D., researches trans-
national anti-gender movements, mis- and
disinformation and conspiracy theories,
and authoritarianism as a Senior Research
Analyst for Political Research Associates.
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Canaries in the Classroom

Public Education and Authoritarian Politics in West Virginia and Kentucky
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Collage #RedforEd rallies in Arizona and California and a Chicago Teachers Union Strike (Credit: PRA)

the mailboxes of Kentucky residents,

promoting an amendment to the
state’s constitution. “WE NEED TO UPDATE
KENTUCKY'S CONSTITUTION: Because
Moms Deserve a Choice in Education,” de-
clared the mailer's text, above a sepia-toned
image of six early-twentieth-century White
suffragists holding “VOTE" placards. To
hammer the point home, it added: “When
Kentucky's constitution was ratified in
1891...WOMEN WEREN'T ALLOWED TO
VOTE.” Now, the flyer implied, they should
exercise that right —for school “choice.”

For more than 130 years, the Bluegrass
State’s constitution has prohibited public
spending on nonpublic instruction. With
Amendment 2, a legislative referendum
on the 2024 state ballot, right-wing law-
makers aimed to nullify this protection
and allow the diversion of public funds
into private schooling.?

Kentucky women were unpersuaded,
it seems, despite the pro-amendment fly-
er's sly “pro-choice” appeal to those who
had, in 2022, voted down an anti-abortion

In October 2024, a flyer appeared in

amendment.? Even as President Trump
won the state’s majority-female elector-
ate by a 30-point margin, 65 percent of
Kentucky voters rejected the attempt to
eliminate constitutional protections for
public education*—just as their West
Virginia neighbors had. The Mountain
State went for Trump by 70 percent, but
only two years earlier, voters had re-
jected an amendment to their state’s
Reconstruction-era  constitution that
would have subordinated the Board of
Education’s decisions to the state legisla-
ture’s authority.’

These results reflect an increasingly
common occurrence: voters rejecting
attacks on public education by opposing
ballot measures couched in the language
of school choice and parents’ rights. Vot-
ers in Arizona, Nebraska, and Colorado
have also defeated voucher programs
that would undermine public education.®

State legislators, however, continue
grinding away at popular constitutional
protections. In 2023, seven states passed
legislation for new voucher programs

and ten have expanded their existing
systems.” Recent battles over public edu-
cational resources outside Appalachia—
North Carolina’s segregated academies,
Oklahoma's publicly funded religious
school, or Texas’s school board takeovers,
for instance—have attracted more atten-
tion.® But West Virginia and Kentucky are
key battlegrounds in a state-by-state cam-
paign, led by the Heritage Foundation and
its billionaire supporters, to defund pub-
lic education and secure their ultimate
ambition: a Supreme Court decision that
removes constitutional obstacles to a na-
tionwide mandate for school vouchers.
Putting public education and dem-
ocratic decision-making at risk, these
efforts are part of broader authoritarian
trends. Across the globe, a new coalition
of right-wing populists, White evangeli-
cals, Christian nationalists, and oligarchs
has been mobilizing anti-gender move-
ments to roll back decades of civil rights
and feminist policy gains.? In the U.S., an
increase of one-party supermajorities in
state legislatures, including West Virgin-
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ia and Kentucky, is re-establishing White
male minority rule against the backdrop
of demands for gender, racial, and labor
justice.’® An acceleration of anti-demo-
cratic policymaking has ensued, much
of it targeting public schools and their
disproportionately feminized and union-
ized workforces.

A renewed focus on Appalachia allows
for a historical perspective on how glob-
al and national trends play out in local
struggles over state spending and dem-
ocratic processes. Since its inception in
1973, the Heritage Foundation has been
trying to dismantle public education.
Where did the organization’s work begin?
In West Virginia." Now Heritage has new
tools and allies—anti-gender campaigns,
MAGA Republicans, and Christian na-
tionalists—but its underlying goals of
upward wealth distribution, privatized
public goods, and an end to the separa-
tion of church and state remain the same.

Assaults on state public education sys-
tems offer early warnings of what the

children,” exhorts the Heritage Founda-
tion's president, Kevin Roberts, in the in-
troduction to Project 2025: A Mandate for
Leadership, the Right's policy roadmap for
dismantling democratic processes and
progressive policies in the U.S.*?

Roberts has a very specific type of fami-
ly in mind: one based on a male-female bi-
nary and a husband-wife-children (in that
order) hierarchy. Authoritarians see this
structure not only as determined by God’s
law and biological sex, but also as the ideal
political form in miniature. The protective
(White) male authority figure has the di-
vine and natural right to make decisions
for the family. Patriarchal rule and its
centralization of power should naturally
extend to, and orient, authorities beyond
the family. The church, the military, the
Supreme Court, the federal government'’s
Executive Branch, and even the “free mar-
ket” should have dominion over a subor-
dinate civil society and public sphere, just
as husbands and fathers have dominion
over women and children.?

Assaults on state public education systems offer early
warnings of what the Heritage-led coalition backing the
second Trump administration has in store for the whole

country.

Heritage-led coalition backing the sec-
ond Trump administration has in store
for the whole country. Battles over the
future of public education—and democ-
racy—are playing out not only at the
ballot box, but in courtrooms, legislative
chambers, and school libraries. In West
Virginia and Kentucky, parents, teachers,
elected officials and wealthy donors are
squaring off at the classroom door.

THE FAMILY, GENDER IDEOLOGY, AND
PUBLIC EDUCATION IN AUTHORITARIAN
POLITICS

Several key beliefs about gender and
family underpin the authoritarian co-
alition’s anti-democratic vision. Faith
in a family structure operating on a
gender-based hierarchy as the appro-
priate foundation for society is primary.
What conservatives call “gender ideology”
threatens this family structure, and hence
the nation. “Restore the family as the cen-
terpiece of American life and protect our

“Parents’ rights” has become the public
rallying cry for such beliefs, a deceptively
anodyne slogan uniting conservative re-
ligious supporters, militant nationalists,
and libertarian free-marketeers. Work-
ing in tandem with so-called “anti-gen-
der” activists, parents’ rights movements
leverage the popular affective desire to
protect children to mobilize voters behind
anti-democratic measures and insulate
minority rule. Their campaigns typi-
cally induce moral panics by conjuring
horror-house dangers to children in
schoolsunder public authority, then assert
parents’ rights as the solution: a natural
prerogative and political duty of parents
seeking to protect their families. Control
over all education in this view should rest
with the patriarchal family and its politi-
cal extensions: the church and the state,
as directed by oligarchs, Christian nation-
alists, and right-wing politicians.*

Such campaigns have sent emotions
surging through the digital pathways

of online right-wing communities and
spilling over into mainstream liberal dis-
course, reinforcing beliefs that “men and
women are natural categories” whose
disruption by “gender ideology” is desta-
bilizing society.”” They have transformed
“gender” into an international bogeyman
and shapeshifting phantasm that threat-
ens children, family, nation, and eco-
nomic prosperity.’* Gender has become
the symbolic glue binding two groups
with opposing approaches to state power:
wealthy, profit-minded libertarians who
call for limited government with Chris-
tian nationalists who demand the injec-
tion of their values into the public sphere
through government.”

Authoritarians across this ideological
spectrum share a conviction that schools
should be places for training a pliant citi-
zenry, not for teaching critical thinking.*®
They are sites to be ruled over, not dem-
ocratically governed, and if the people
who work in them fall out of line, they
should be punished. “The noxious tenets
of ‘critical race theory’ and ‘gender ideol-
ogy’ should be excised from curricula in
every public school in the country,” Rob-
erts insists in Project 2025. “States, cities
and counties, school boards, union boss-
es, principals, and teachers who disagree
should be immediately cut off from fed-
eral funds.””

Weaponizing state power and under-
mining local authority by deploying
anti-gender and parents’ rights cam-
paigns have also become central tactics
for authoritarians in mobilizing anti-de-
mocracy campaigns abroad. Over the
past decade, for example, Viktor Orban
has reshaped Hungary’s education sys-
tem in service of creating a pro-authori-
tarian populace, banning gender studies,
punishing teachers for demanding better
pay, and giving law enforcement control
over schools and universities—all un-
der the guise of protecting the nation’s
children from “gender ideology.”** Such
concepts are not foreign per se. They
have traveled in and between countries
in Eastern Europe and Latin America
via transnational communication net-
works that receive millions of dollars
from wealthy, U.S.-based groups.* One
such group, the Heritage Foundation, has
played an instrumental role for decades.
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PARENTS' RIGHTS, THEN: THE HERITAGE
FOUNDATION IN KANAWHA COUNTY

The Heritage Foundation's experiment
in using parents’ rights to seize control
over education from the state—to un-
make public schools and, by extension,
undermine the growth of multiracial de-
mocracy—began in West Virginia in the
1970s. The recently formed foundation
learned to interweave libertarian de-
mands for privatization and profit-mak-
ing with religious and White suprema-
cist calls to prevent children’s exposure
to secular, integrated schools.?

West Virginia had established the right
to free, publicly funded schools in its
founding constitution in 1863. During
the Reconstruction period following the
Civil War—an unprecedented moment
of multiracial democratic politics—for-
mer Confederate states under federal
mandate approved new constitutions
that included public education as a
protected right. Despite the damage to
this right during Jim Crow, widespread

public-school guarantees remain a lega-
cy of the first moment in U.S. history that
Black legislators wielded real power in
significant numbers.

In the early-1970s, during another
moment of expanded access to the bal-
lot and public education that followed
the Voting Rights Act's passage and the
Brown v. Board of Education Supreme
Court decision, West Virginia issued
new public-school standards that incor-
porated a wide spectrum of American
experiences and voices. These included
a multiethnic language arts curriculum,
an achievement of the twentieth-century
civil rights movement.*

The standards elicited a backlash.
When the Kanawha County school board
voted to adopt new textbooks, the only
woman board member rejected the cur-
riculum with race-based objections and
John Birch Society rhetoric. The dispute
attracted a variety of conservative groups
and made national headlines. Heritage
staff recast the dissent as a mother’s ob-
jection to the government’s imposition of

“secular humanism” on children.? The Ku
Klux Klan and neo-Nazi groups leveraged
the controversy to spread their own more
explicitly racist agendas, and the dispute
erupted into violence, with dynamite ex-
ploding in one classroom and unknown
attackers shooting at school buses.

What appeared to the press as a “hill-
billy feud” was an early instance of
deep-pocketed conservative  groups
commingling with racist provocateurs
and far-right factions and developing
new strategies in the process. Although
the K.K.K. occasionally made headlines,
more influential neo-Nazis quietly re-
cruited new members in the county,
while local businessmen spread the “free
market” word as part of the opposition to
the textbooks. With the media spotlight
on the concerned White mother on the
school board, these other elements of the
protest coalition—more radical and more
mainstream—escaped serious scrutiny.

Witnessing how a mother making pub-
lic demands could capture political at-
tention, Heritage staffers drew important

Three students at Clinton High School picket their school in Tennessee on August 27, 1956 (Credit: The African American Policy Forum/Wikimedia Commons)
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Heritage staffers...learned that explicit anti-communism and racism had become less
effective than appeals to protect children from elitist bureaucrats and indoctrinating

teachers.

lessons from the conflict. They learned
that explicit anti-communism and rac-
ism had become less effective than ap-
peals to protect children from elitist bu-
reaucrats and indoctrinating teachers.
A new strategy emerged: playing the
mommy card. In Blackboard Tyranny, her
1978 book geared to fomenting a parents’
rights movement nationwide, Heritage
campaigner Connie Marshner identified
the Kanawha textbook fight as the move-
ment’s “first inkling,” and advised protes-
tors to avoid open talk of race.?

Therefore, in the Post-Jim Crow atmo-
sphere of the 1970s, Heritage found that a
populist message about corrupt and med-
dling government officials could succeed
where overt racism and sexism were los-
ing traction. This strategy dovetailed with
the conservative movement's post-Viet-
nam shift from a blue-blood image (per-
sonified by William E Buckley Jr.) to a
more blue-collar appeal.?” Appalachia’s
tradition of left-leaning protest featuring
militant unionism and legendary labor
battles in the coal and chemical industries
had long made it hostile territory for blue-
blood conservatives.?® Yet as federal and
state austerity eroded investment in their
communities, working people’s ire turned
away from the region’s exploitative em-
ployers and onto the government.

In the decades since, Heritage's key role
in anti-government populism has fed the
dramatic rise of religious affiliated and
parent-led schools designed to avoid fed-
eral and state authority, desegregation, and
mandated rights. Now, alongside parents’
rights advocates like Moms for Liberty and
bearing universal voucher programs, Her-
itage is coming for public school funding
and state constitutional protections.?

PARENTS' RIGHTS, NOW: THE HERITAGE
FOUNDATION IN 2025

The Heritage Foundation's parents’
rights strategy may be old, but the co-
alitions behind it are gathering new
strength fueled by vast private resources.
Billions of dollars are pouring in from the
DeVos family, the Kochs, Jeff Yass, Leon-

ard Leo, and numerous others whose aim
is to end state constitutional rights to
public education.

In 2023, the American Legislative Ex-
change Council, along with coalition
partners like the Heritage Foundation
and Alliance Defending Freedom (ADF),
launched a state-by-state initiative to
introduce copycat legislation for pub-
licly funded school vouchers. They aim
to bring vouchers to 25 states by the end
of 2025, with the ostensible goal of a Su-
preme Court decision that would nullify
any state constitution's language pre-
venting public spending on non-public
schools.? As ADF's General Counsel as-
serted in a June 2021 conference call to
Ziklag, a network of millionaire Chris-
tian nationalists: “I think that we can
establish [vouchers] as a constitutional
right.”** Their efforts are aided by grow-
ing state political power in one-party
supermajority legislatures and evolving
gender-focused political vocabularies.

The discursive weapon of “gender
ideology” has been especially useful.
Anti-gender discourse first emerged in
the 1990s, but it received a major boost
after 2010, when resentment among re-
ligious conservatives over the expansion
of civil rights to LGBTQ+ communities
dovetailed with populist anger at gov-
ernment mismanagement of the global
economic crisis.*

In this context, Heritage’s plan to
re-center the authoritarian family struc-
ture and its symbolic head (i.e., father,
along with the church, nation, and mar-
ket) has had widespread affective and
electoral appeal, resulting in significant
legislative action in state houses around
the U.S.>* Although most media cover-
age of Heritage's Project 2025 treated it
as a plan for the future, the fights over
public education in West Virginia and
Kentucky have illustrated its salience in
real time, long before the second Trump
administration took office.*® A tidal
wave of Project 2025-style legislation—
backed by private funding, parents’
rights discourse, and other anti-gender

campaigns—has inundated these states,
creating profound changes in public ed-
ucation.

These changes create battlelines at the
intersections of gender and race, with
White male-dominated supermajorities
in the state legislature attacking pub-
lic education’s feminized workplaces—
more than 75 percent of public-school
teachers are women—and teachers’
unions, which have among the largest
memberships in the U.S. In West Virgin-
ia's 134-seat state legislature, Republicans
secured a one-party majority in 2014 and
a supermajority in 2020. Over the past
decade, as the GOP solidified its political
control, the percentage of state legisla-
tors who are White men increased from
79 percent to 83 percent, while the per-
centage of legislators who are women—
White or of color—fell to under 12 per-
cent, the lowest percentage since 1980.3°
In a state where people of color make up
7 percent of the population, only three
Black West Virginians—all Democrats—
are serving in the 2025 state legislature.

With its growing political power, the
state legislature grabbed opportunities
to pass unpopular policies that eliminat-
ed workers’ rights, undermined public
education funding, and criminalized the
teaching of materials it deemed danger-
ous to children: actions straight out of
an authoritarian playbook. In 2016, the
Republican supermajority overrode the
Democratic governor’s veto to pass the
so-called “Workplace Freedom Act,” alaw
that ended the mandate for West Virgin-
ian teachers to pay union membership
dues. Following this, legislators enacted
laws that created the state’s first charter
schools, first private school vouchers,
and first Education Savings Accounts
(ESAs).3 In 2021, Republican lawmakers
also approved HB 2013, creating one of
the nation's most comprehensive ESA
programs, while the governor appointed
Adam Kissel, a Koch and Heritage-affili-
ated official in the first Trump adminis-
tration’s Department of Education, to the
state’s newly formed Professional Charter
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School Board (PCSB).3® Legislators also
approved a bill that removed exemptions
for school, museum, and library employ-
ees under existing laws that criminalize
the distribution of materials deemed “ob-
scene.” As a result, teachers face up to five
years in prison and/or a $25,000 fine for
the “crime” of providing sex education in-
struction in a state with an abortion ban.*

Despite West Virginia voters’ rejection
of the legislature’s 2022 ballot measure
and its attempt to usurp the Board of Ed-
ucation’s authority, Republicans contin-

ommendations, from state oversight of
sex education curriculum to policing
teachers’ use of students’ pronouns and
“harmful to minors” materials.*

Yet, even in a state government where
one party holds a supermajority, it took
two attempts for Kentucky legislators
to pass the Education Opportunity Ac-
count Act, the state’s voucher program.
Some rural Republican lawmakers first
voted against it because the total ab-
sence of private schools in their districts
made the diversion of funds from public

As the rejection of Amendment 2 proves, Kentucky voters
overwhelmingly support maintaining constitutional
protections for public education.

ue to consolidate their power in the state
house. In November 2024, the one-party
supermajority expanded to 92 percent
—with White men holding at least 89
percent of GOP seats—further solidifying
the state’s White male minority rule.*
With veto-proof power, the legislature
can afford to ignore voters’ democratic
will as expressed in ballot measure ver-
dicts. A case in point: During the spring
2024 legislative session, the House of
Delegates introduced HB 4313, a “Parents
Bill of Rights” that would allow parents to
sue schools and local governments for vi-
olating their right to ‘school choice.” The
bill passed the House but failed to make
it out of committee in the State Senate. It
will likely be introduced again in 2025.#
Meanwhile, by 2026, the ESA legislation
will extend universal access to education
accounts for all school-age children in
West Virginia, siphoning taxpayer mon-
ey from public school budgets to fund
private and religious schools, including
out-of-state online academies.*

In Kentucky, where legislators have
been trying to run the same authoritari-
an and anti-gender parents’ rights play-
book, the Right's push to control educa-
tion has also accelerated.

By the 2024 election, Republicans in
the General Assembly—three-fourths of
whom are White men—had secured an
80 percent majority. Under the guise of
protecting parents’ rights, the state leg-
islature has passed a slew of laws that
foreshadow Heritage's Project 2025 rec-

schools harder to justify to their constit-
uents who would be disproportionate-
ly harmed by the shift.** The Kentucky
Center for Economic Policy’s July 2024
report shows that subsidizing non-public
schooling with public funds could cost
the state over a billion dollars annually.*s
Kentucky is not alone: Nationwide, state
spending on tax breaks and subsidies for
private education expenses has increased
by over 400 percent in the last ten years.*

The legislation would also violate
the popular will. As the rejection of
Amendment 2 proves, Kentucky voters
overwhelmingly support maintaining
constitutional protections for public ed-
ucation. In contrast, right-wing lawmak-
ers’ anti-democratic policies promise to
be a huge gift to for-profit charters, unac-
credited non-union private schools, and
religious publishers that distribute “in-
dependent” Christian nationalist educa-
tional materials that valorize authoritar-
ian family structures.# Trampling actual
voters’ rights, officials promise to protect
symbolic “parents’ rights.”

BEYOND PARENTS' RIGHTS: HERITAGE
COMES FOR PUBLIC HIGHER ED

With the help of its statehouse allies,
the Heritage Foundation has deepened
its top-down influence on public edu-
cation in Kentucky while expanding its
purview to the state’s colleges and uni-
versities. For example, the legislature’s
serial budget cuts and reorganizations
have reduced funding to Kentucky's pub-

lic postsecondary institutions by a third
between 2008 and 2019.* In these strait-
ened circumstances, right-wing funders
have pounced, pouring fortunes into the
University of Kentucky (UK)—with many
strings attached that undermine the re-
search university’s public character.

Construction magnate Tom Lewis do-
nated $23 million to establish the Lewis
Honors College at UK, his alma mater.
A generous contributor to Heritage—
including funding Project 2025 co-au-
thor Lindsey Burke’s video on education
policy—Lewis’s eponymous foundation
has also supported UK’s on-campus anti-
gender  programming by  right
wing groups Turning Point, USA,
and Young America’s Foundation.”
Other major right-wing donors fol-
lowed Lewis: In 2016, the Charles
Koch Foundation supplied a four-
million-dollar gift for the newly created
John H. Schnatter Institute for the Study
of Free Enterprise, named for the billion-
aire founder of Papa John's Pizza. This
donation came with stipulations grant-
ing the foundation the right to revoke
its commitment if the university deviat-
ed from the donor's intended purposes,
which included an academic require-
ment to “discover and understand as-
pects of free enterprise that promote the
well-being of society” and notification of
directorial changes.>® As public money
dries up, university leaders are tapping
private wells, even if the price is academ-
ic integrity.>

In 2024, the UK Board of Trustees went
further and abolished the University Sen-
ate (which had existed since 1917), a de-
cision that eliminated even the veneer
of democratic university governance,
leaving faculty with a toothless advisory
role. The UK University Senate passed a
vote of no-confidence in the university's
president but failed to prevent its own
demise.’* The following year, far-right
provocateur and former Heritage Visiting
Fellow Christopher Rufo publicly targeted
UK, urging the state legislature to “figure
out how to abolish DEI"” at UK and “tame”
the university’s “racialist ideology.”* A
few months later, seemingly in anticipa-
tion of such anti-DEI legislation, the UK
president dismantled the Office for Insti-
tutional Diversity.>* The closure of the of-
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fice, which had evolved from the univer-
sity’s Office of Minority Affairs launched
in 1971, ended more than half a century
of overt, centralized institutional support
specifically for racial minorities and oth-
er underrepresented students. Instead,
that support work will be decentralized
and transferred to different offices, such
as the Office of Student Success and the
Office for Community Relations.

These are only first steps toward a new
political order based on a vision of the
authoritarian family and the dominance
of the public sphere. The authoritarian
coalition’s plan for education, as spelled
out in Project 2025's Mandate for Leader-
ship, aims to eliminate the separation of
church and state in education altogeth-
er, allowing taxpayer funds to support
church and faith-based nonprofit-run
schools with no oversight over spending,
curriculum, or admissions. It also recom-
mends cutting federal funding for public
and private schools and universities un-
less they adhere to proposed regulations
on curriculum and policy. As outlined,
it would eliminate DEI programming,
fully privatize student loans and elimi-
nate loan forgiveness programs, abolish
tenure and other workplace protections,
and adhere to new definitions of sex and
race discrimination under Title IX and
Title VI, among other proposals.*® Project
2025's plan would also direct the White
House to allocate federal funding to “in-
ternational business programs that teach
about free markets and economics” and
require “institutions, faculty, and fellow-
ship recipients to certify that they intend
to further the stated statutory goals of
serving American interests.”s’

This is not a vision for education. Itis a
vision for re-education.

LESSONS FOR DEMOCRACY

With its democratic decision-mak-
ing and egalitarian purpose, U.S. public
education represents a major impedi-
ment to authoritarian forces. Ideally, this
publicly-funded good promises race and
gender equity, local governance, and
what philosopher Jason Stanley calls “civ-
ic compassion” among students sharing
public space.®® Generations of civil rights
activists from Reconstruction to the pres-
ent have fought to hold it to these ideals

amid continuing anti-democratic hostili-
ty. Thanks to their efforts, public schools
remain, in the words of education advo-
cates Jennifer Berkshire and Jack Schnei-
der, “an ongoing experiment in democra-
cy and self-rule.”®

As such, public education offers les-
sons for resistance to authoritarianism.
In recent years, teachers, students, and
community activists have mobilized in
democratic coalitions to oppose the de-
signs of billionaires, religious fundamen-
talists, and right-wing ideologues.

In 2018, two years after the West Vir-
ginia legislature passed its anti-union
“Workplace Freedom Act,” twenty-thou-
sand K-12 teachers, bus drivers, and
staff—mostly women—walked off their
jobs, demanding better pay and invest-
ments in public schools. Their strike in-
spired school workers in Kentucky and
other states, launching the #RedForEd
movement. As historian Jessica Wilk-
erson writes, this “face of the new labor
movement” was in “a fight for the com-
mon good.”®® By organizing, they won
significant wage increases and were in-
troduced to new political possibilities.®

University and college teachers are
also on the front lines of democratic
resistance. In 2023, when a new state
funding formula undermined faculty
decision-making on budget allocation
at WVU campuses, threatening jobs and
departments, faculty passed a resolution
of no-confidence in WVU's leadership.®?
They recognized the gravity of the legis-
lature’s power grab. As Wilkerson,a WVU
professor, and two of her colleagues said
in an Open Letter, “We also write out of
concern that what happens at WVU this
fall—whether these catastrophic cuts are
frozen or forced through—will serve as a
canary in the coal mine for the integrity
and future of public education through-
out the United States.”®

Resistance is emerging in Kentucky,
too. When a coalition of students, par-
ents, and teachers sued to block the
General Assembly’s school voucher leg-
islation, the State Supreme Court upheld
their contention that the program vio-
lated the state constitution’s language
that prevented public dollars from being
spent on nonpublic education.** After
that, elected officials and their billion-

aire backers mobilized behind a parents’
rights campaign around Amendment 2—
and failed, despite attempting to appeal
to moms as modern-day suffragists. As it
turns out, playing the mommy card isn't
always a winning hand.

The canary in the classroom serves as
a warning and a call to embrace Appala-
chia’s legacies of resistance to reverse the
shift from a left-leaning to a right-lean-
ing protest culture that Heritage steered
in the 1970s, and that today’s anti-gender
movements aim to complete. Those op-
posed to democracy and the very notion
of a public sector will not stop demoniz-
ing and scapegoating people who refuse
to conform to the authoritarian vision of
the family and its gender norms.

At the same time, from teachers on
picket lines demanding state investment
in kids’ education to parents challenging
attacks on constitutional rights in circuit
courts, Mountain and Bluegrass state
residents provide a model for action in
defending and building on public edu-
cation’s promise. “There’s a tremendous
opportunity,” claims Jennifer Berkshire,
“not just to organize people around pub-
lic schools, but as part of a broader anti-
authoritarian project.”®

After all, this battle over education is
also a battle for democracy itself.

Mary Reynolds, co-founder of the Gender &
Authoritarianism Research Collective, has
a Ph.D. in American Studies from Yale. A
labor organizer in higher education and
hospitality for more than fifteen years, she
currently consults for the Reflective De-
mocracy Campaign.

Carol Mason, Ph.D., is the author of sev-
eral books that research different aspects
of the Right, including Reading Appala-
chia from Left to Right: Conservatives
and the 1974 Kanawha County Textbook
Controversy, and a forthcoming book,
From the Clinics to the Capitol: How Op-
posing Abortion Became Insurrection-
ary. She lives and teaches in Kentucky.
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BY CHANCIE CALLIHAM

From Courts to Clinics
How the Anti-Gender Far Right Is Reshaping Texas

Collage of Ken Paxton and Governor Greg Abbott with an outline of Texas in the background (Credit: PRA)

novel: A world in which doctors hes-
itate to save a dying woman because
doing so might land them in prison, and
parents fear that seeking essential care for
their child could mean losing them forev-
er.! But in Texas, for a woman needing an
abortion or a parent seeking gender-af-
firming care for their child, this dystopian
nightmare has become a grim reality.
These are not isolated circumstanc-
es—they are the deliberate outcomes of
a far-right strategy that begins with en-
forcing a rigid gender binary to under-
mine reproductive and LGBTQ rights.
Dark money networks are facilitating this
strategy by funneling millions into state
races, particularly attorneys general races,
to capture legislative control and advance
anti-gender policies throughout the U.S.,
starting with Republican-led states. These
anti-gender campaigns are not only about
reproductive and transgender rights—
they are a calling card of authoritarian
regimes. These campaigns stoke a moral
panic around gendered expectations as a

It seems like the plot of a dystopian

tool to centralize power, erode democrat-
ic freedoms, and control narratives about
family, autonomy, and identity. The state
of Texas exemplifies this strategy and
serves as awarning, as it provides far-right
policymakers with a blueprint for consol-
idating power under the guise of protect-
ing women and children.

GENDER PANIC AS A TOOL OF AUTHORI-
TARIAN CONTROL

As Annie Wilkinson outlines in this
issue, gender hierarchy is central to au-
thoritarianism, which reinforces a cishet-
eropatriarchal structure that positions
cisgender, heterosexual men as guard-
ians of a naturalized social order—begin-
ning, in the U.S., with the White Christian
nuclear family.? This worldview relies on
bioessentialist notions that justify the
subjugation of women to men, queer peo-
ple to straight people, and transgender
people to cisgender people.

The term “gender ideology,” popular-
ized by the Vatican and adopted by the
U.S. Right, exemplifies how the anti-gen-

der movement's strategy has evolved.?
Initially developed in the 1990s to attack
feminist and LGBTQ movements’ gains,
“gender ideology” is now weaponized
against a range of progressive move-
ments that promote secularism, bodi-
ly autonomy, and self-determination.
Abortion access and transgender rights
are cast as existential dangers, making
them prime targets for a far-right agenda
that consolidates authoritarian control
by undermining individual freedoms.
Abortion is characterized by the Chris-
tian Right as murder and morally wrong,
rooted in the belief that life begins at
conception, while transgender rights
are portrayed as a threat to women and
children, with the recognition of gender
identities beyond biological sex framed
as invalidating the category of “woman”
and undermining women’s rights and
safety—a narrative reinforced by Presi-
dent Donald Trump's recent executive or-
der mandating the recognition of women
as “biologically female” and men as “bi-
ologically male.” This ideology fosters a
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climate of moral panic and justifies pol-
icies that suppress bodily autonomy and
reinforce male dominance, portraying
such measures as necessary to protect
families, women, and children from per-
ceived cultural decline.

COURT CAPTURE AND THE RISE OF
AUTHORITARIANISM

This moral panic about gender has laid
the groundwork for laws and policies
targeting reproductive and transgender
rights, with Leonard Leo, a key figure in
reshaping the judiciary, playing a pivotal
role. Through his network, which raised
at least $460 million between 2005 and
2021, Leo has funded ad campaigns, judi-
cial advocacy, and conservative scholar-
ship to shape public opinion and bolster
Republican candidates.> He helped estab-
lish the Judicial Crisis Network (now The
Concord Fund) to leverage dark money
and advance conservative judicial ap-

advance Christian nationalist ideolo-
gy.8 RAGA, funded by tens of millions in
dark-money donations per year, plays a
pivotal role in ensuring Republican at-
torneys general are elected.® Attorneys
general hold strategic importance as they
can drive litigation and shape state-lev-
el legislation. One RAGA member has
taken to the strategy employed by Leo,
pushing anti-abortion and anti-trans leg-
islation in service to his party’s decidedly
far-right agenda: Texas Attorney General
Ken Paxton.

PAXTON'S TEXAS: A LABORATORY OF
AUTOCRACY

Despite being impeached by the Texas
House in 2023 for securities fraud, Paxton
was acquitted by the Senate and shielded
by the Texas Supreme Court from testify-
ing in the lawsuit. Since then, he has con-
solidated his power by endorsing primary
challengers against Republican lawmak-

With Republican dominance across all three branches
of state government, Texas serves as a critical example
of how power consolidation creates fertile ground for
advancing anti-abortion and anti-trans legislation.

pointments, ultimately creating the U.S.
Supreme Court’s conservative superma-
jority.* Under Leo’s leadership in the Fed-
eralist Society, the nominations of Justices
Gorsuch, Kavanaugh, and Barrett were
secured, enabling the overturning of Roe
v. Wade in the 2022 Dobbs decision, which
returned abortion regulation to the states
and fueled anti-gender campaigns through
litigation and state-level legislation.

Leo’s influence extends beyond judicial
appointments, as his network seeks to
reshape cultural and legal norms to align
with Christian nationalist ideology. In a
2024 letter, Leo, a devout Catholic, urged
his grantees to “weaponize” conservative
ideology at the “choke points of influence
and power,” chiefly by targeting media
and engaging in legislative battles to
reshape public perception and policies
on issues like healthcare for pregnant
people and transgender people.” In part-
nership with the Republican Attorneys
General Association (RAGA), Leo's net-
work aligns federal and state strategies,
influencing cultural and legal norms to

ers who voted to impeach him, ensuring
that key legislative positions are held by
loyalists who will advance his far-right
agenda unopposed.’® With Republican
dominance across all three branches of
state government—majorities in the Texas
House and Senate, an entirely Republican
Supreme Court, and control of both U.S.
Senate seats—Texas serves as a critical ex-
ample of how power consolidation creates
fertile ground for advancing anti-abortion
and anti-trans legislation.

Paxton’s consolidation of power and
Texas’” Republican dominance have
created fertile ground for advancing
anti-abortion and anti-trans legislation
such as “The Human Life Protection Act”
(HB 1280), “The Texas Heartbeat Act” (SB
8), and SB 14—Texas’ law barring health-
care providers from prescribing puberty
blockers and hormone therapy or per-
forming gender-affirming surgeries on
minors under threat of losing their licens-
es.” These laws strip Texans of their bodily
autonomy under the guise of protecting
women and children. HB 1280, passed in

2021, bans nearly all abortions post-Dobbs,
with exceptions only to save the pregnant
person’s life, imposing penalties ranging
from significant fines to life imprison-
ment. SB 8, passed in 2021, allows private
citizens to sue anyone, including phy-
sicians, who “aids or abets” an abortion
after six weeks. Procedures like dilation
and curettage (D&C), essential for treating
miscarriages, are now fraught with legal
risks under Texas law, where performing a
D&C can carry up to 99 years in prison.”
The vague language surrounding what
circumstances would justify abortion pro-
cedures has left physicians hesitant to act,
leading to delayed or denied care, reduced
medical standards, and the deaths of at
least three Texas women.

Under SB 14, some families have been
forced to leave the state to access neces-
sary care because of Paxton's mobiliza-
tion of anti-gender rhetoric claiming that
gender-affirming care is “child abuse.”
In 2022, Texas Governor Greg Abbott
ordered the Department of Family and
Protective Services (DFPS) to investigate
the parents of trans kids, stating that “sex
change procedures” for trans kids con-
stitutes “child abuse” under state law.”
Paxton made his support of these inves-
tigations clear, framing gender-affirming
care for minors as a dangerous adher-
ence to “gender ideology” propagated by
doctors and pharmaceutical companies
responsible for “transing” kids, vow-
ing to protect Texas children from such
“abuse.”® After the ACLU and Lambda
Legal successfully sued the state to halt
these investigations, Paxton appealed the
decision and, though the Texas Supreme
Court later ruled that neither Abbott nor
Paxton had the authority to order these
investigations, the decision only protect-
ed the plaintiffs in that case, leaving oth-
er families vulnerable.”

As a result of this repression, abortion
seekers and parents of trans kids unable
to find care in Texas have increasingly
turned to out-of-state providers or tele-
health. Abortion pills—accounting for
63 percent of all abortions in the U.S. in
2023—have been crucial for Texans un-
der these restrictions, with an average of
2,800 residents a month receiving pills
by mail.”® Paxton has tried to expand his
power through unprecedented legal over-
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Protestors at a pro-abortion rally outside the Texas Capitol in 2021 (Credit:]nu.Skinner/Wikimediu Commons)

reach, targeting out-of-state providers
who assist Texans seeking care. In Decem-
ber 2024, he sued a New York physician
for prescribing abortion pills to a Texas
resident, alleging violations of SB 8.
Similarly, in January 2024, he demanded
records from Qmed, a Georgia-based pro-
vider, accusing the organization of offer-
ing gender-affirming care to Texas minors
in violation of SB 14.% By challenging the
shield laws that states like New York have
designed to protect providers from out-of-
state prosecution, Paxton’s lawsuits test
whether states with restrictive laws can
enforce them extraterritorially.

RESISTANCE AND WHAT COMES NEXT

Organizations in Texas are resisting
Paxton’s overreach by fighting these
harmful bans. Lilith Fund joined oth-
er organizations to file a 2023 lawsuit
against Paxton, securing a preliminary
injunction to resume funding abortions
for Texans forced to travel out of state.
Equality Texas has supported efforts to
block Paxton’s demands for private infor-

mation about trans individuals and their
healthcare providers.? However, the
stakes remain high. Cases like Skrmetti
v. United States before the Supreme Court
threaten to allow states to ban gender-af-
firming care for youth entirely, mirroring
the Dobbs decision’s impact on abortion.
With a Leonard Leo-influenced Supreme
Court primed to hand such decisions to
states, these campaigns risk expanding
anti-gender strategies nationwide.

Combatting the authoritarian Right's
anti-gender attacks on women and queer
and trans people requires political edu-
cation to counter the disinformation that
fuels them, as well as intersectional resis-
tance. Organizations like Lilith Fund and
Equality Texas point to one way forward.
By challenging restrictive laws and pro-
viding vital support to vulnerable commu-
nities, they show how grassroots activism
can resist far-right agendas. Their work
underscores the importance of collective
action in protecting democracy, human
rights, and bodily autonomy for all—not
just in Texas, but across the nation.

_ ABORTlON
/s HEALTHCARE

RosiesLaw.org

Chancie is a researcher with a focus on
reproductive and sexual justice, employ-
ing a transdisciplinary and intersectional
approach. Chancie understands the im-
portance of bridging theoretical gaps to
recognize and counteract attacks on mar-
ginalized communities. As a student of
political science, Chancie is passionate
about using knowledge of political systems
to challenge and dismantle all systems of
oppression.

Chancie comes to PRA with a wealth of
knowledge and understanding of the at-
tacks on reproductive and gender justice
and the underlying political motives of
such attacks. Chancie is also currently
completing a doula program, aiming to be-
come a birthworker and advocate for queer
and trans people navigating the medical
and reproductive health systems.
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BY GABY DEL VALLE

Trad Values Meets Tech

The U.S. Right'’s Pronatalist Coalition

Collage of Kevin Dolan, Charles Haywood, and Malcolm and Simone Collins (Credit: PRA)

lon Musk has been warning about
Ethe imminent end of human life
as we know it for over a decade.

Ten years ago, his solution was to colo-
nize Mars as a sort of defense mechanism
against climate change; now that his
fears of a warming planet have given way
to panic over a depopulated one, Musk
has determined that the key to saving civ-
ilization is having more children. Musk is
not alone in his fixation with the global
decline in birth rates, though his voice is
among the loudest in a growing chorus
of pronatalists: people who believe dras-
tic action is needed to make more babies.
Pronatalism has become a pet proj-
ect for a certain subset of the Right. In-
deed, the ideology dovetails nicely with
longstanding Republican priorities like
banning abortion and limiting access to
birth control. Vice president JD Vance has
praised the hyper-nationalist pronatalist
policies of Viktor Orban’s Hungary, sug-
gested the U.S. should let parents vote on
behalf of their minor children, floated the
idea of levying additional taxes on people

who don't have children, and, of course,
infamously criticized the Democratic Par-
ty for supposedly being run by “childless
catladies.™

But pronatalism isn't just the purview of
the socially conservative Right. As Musk
shows, pronatalism is becoming increas-
ingly popular among a subset of tech-fu-
turist right-wingers, some of whom brand
themselves as former liberals who have
since “left the Left.” They are coalescing
around an authoritarian agenda guided
by anti-trans, gender-essentialist beliefs.
Rather than a single movement with a
unified ideology, though, right-wing pro-
natalism is better understood as a coa-
lition of overlapping factions—one that
allows traditional conservatives, abortion
opponents, and White nationalists to find
common cause with tech moguls, futur-
ists, libertarians, and libertines. United as
they are in their common goal of increas-
ing birth rates, these groups have distinct
visions for how that should happen—and,
in some cases, for who should be having
more children to begin with.

TRADS AND TECHIES

These oft-disagreeing factions came
together in Austin, Texas, in December
2023 for the inaugural Natal Conference.
The conference was the brainchild of Kev-
in Dolan, a former data scientist who was
ousted from his job after being outed for
his involvement with Deseret National-
ism, a far-right faction within the Church
of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints that
promotes an ultra-conservative brand of
Mormonism.? Dolan billed the confer-
ence as a way of unifying disparate move-
ments under a single goal. “The best
thing I can do to move the needle on this
issue personally is just unite the clans:
throw up arally point, let people come to-
gether,” Dolan said in a podcast episode
posted shortly after the conference.® So
far, the plan appears to be working: Elon
Musk reposted Dolan’s speech from the
2023 conference on X, and another con-
ference is slated for this March.* In many
ways, the 2023 Natal Conference was
a prelude for the coalition that helped
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elect Trump: a motley crew of old-guard
Republicans, the MAGA hat-clad New
Right, and members of the tech elite.
Still, there are rifts. Broadly speaking,
the U.S. pronatalist movement can be di-
vided into two factions: the “trads,” often
Christian conservatives who see the rear-
ing of large “traditional” families within
heterosexual marriage as a divine man-
date, and techies who see low birth-rates
as a problem in need of a solution—one
that, incidentally, they believe they are
best poised to solve due to their deep
pockets and superior genes.> Both sides
agree that declining birth-rates are the
symptom of a mélange of social and eco-
nomic problems, some of which overlap
with concerns held by the Left. Among
them are decreased fertility due to endo-
crine disruptors in our food and water; a
waning interest in conventional family
formation among young people attribut-

and a shared contempt for “wokeness” in
all its manifestations: from diversity, eq-
uity, and inclusion programs to the mere
existence of trans people.

“It's essentially going to be trads or
trad-types who seduce the tech people,
and/or steal their tech,” Dolan continued.
“It's a lot easier for us to steal their tech
than it is for them to crib our values.”
Dolan’s prediction has largely borne
out, though not in the way he expected.
Though it’s too soon to determine wheth-
er the trad faction has stolen the other
side’s tech, Silicon Valley pronatalists are
indeed cribbing trad values—including
a belief in what they claim are rigid bio-
logical truths about gender and race that
are being suppressed by the woke elite in
favor of politically correct lies. Biologi-
cal essentialism, coupled with a desire to
control reproduction, unites right-wing
pronatalism’s tech and trad wings.

Biological essentialism, coupled with a desire to control
reproduction, unites right-wing pronatalism’s tech and

trad wings.

ed to the decline of traditional gender
roles, which some view as a denial of bio-
logical truth regarding men and women's
respective traits and responsibilities; and
a hyper-individualist culture that keeps
people atomized, single, and childless.
The question for the movement is how
to solve these problems in a way that ap-
peals to both religious-minded trad types
and tech libertines.

“I don’t think the trads get out of this
mess without bringing at least some
of the technological firepower and
problem-solving ability that these tech
people are bringing to the table,” Dolan
said on his podcast in 2023. “But I also
don't see a way for these tech people to
produce healthy families and communi-
ties without somebody from the outside
supplying them with some real values,
because they're trying to make them up
as they go, and I just don't think it's work-
able. You can'tjust believe that having val-
ues is useful; you have to actually believe."®

For the time being, these various
groups are unified not only by their de-
sire to boost the population but also by
their support of President Donald Trump

While covering the 2023 Natal Confer-
ence for Politico Magazine, it became clear
to me that while I was witnessing the or-
igins of a movement, it was nevertheless
a fractured one. The event had drawn
Heritage Foundation staffers, Fox News
personalities, and, according to Dolan,
former attendees of Singularity Summit,
an annual artificial intelligence confer-
ence whose cofounders include Trump
megadonor Peter Thiel, put on by the Ma-
chine Intelligence Research Institute.

Natal Conference attendees, I real-
ized, were split on moral and ideological
grounds: they had opposing views on
surrogacy, in vitro fertilization, and the
still-theoretical realm of artificial wombs,
all of which the most steadfast members
of the trad faction object to on religious
grounds. Despite these differences, the two
sides have reached a detente, for the time
being, to rally together in support of a sub-
ject on which they can all agree: the need to
convince Americans to have more babies.

“MORE BABIES OF A CERTAIN KIND”

Among the 2023 attendees was Emma
Waters, a senior research associate at the

Heritage Foundation’s Richard and Helen
DeVos Center for Life, Religion, and Fam-
ily. While some conference goers courted
the tech types in attendance in the hopes
of enlarging the pronatalist tent, Waters
was unsparing in her criticism of Silicon
Valley pronatalism. “When considering
the different kinds of pronatalism—and
not all approaches are created equal—I
typically rely on a ‘pro-family’ versus a
‘pronatalist’ distinction,” she wrote in
2024. “Those in the pro-family camp rec-
ognize the essential role of family forma-
tion, beginning with man-woman mar-
riage, as part of the solution. In contrast,
those who promote a ‘more babies’ pro-
natalism tend to encourage childbearing
detached from its natural role within the
family. The pronatalists of Silicon Valley,
however, have a distinct goal that super-
sedes both categories.”® These technophil-
ic pronatalists, Waters continued, “tend
to promote, in practice if not in speech,
a selective pronatalism: more babies of
a certain kind.” The goal is not simply to
have more children, or even to encourage
the proliferation of heterosexual families,
but to use technology to create better chil-
dren—an aim some critics say carries un-
mistakable traces of eugenic thinking.
That ethos certainly sums up the world-
view of Malcolm and Simone Collins, the
poster children—or perhaps poster par-
ents—of techie pronatalism. The Collins-
es have four children and plan to have at
least three more; the most recent of their
progeny were the product of polygenic
risk score testing, a controversial form of
genetic testing that allows parents to “se-
lect” their embryos for certain traits, in-
cluding IQ and the likelihood that they’ll
develop disabilities or mental illness.?
The Collinses first branded themselves as
somewhat apolitical activists whose sole
goal was to boost birth-rates. They found-
ed Pronatalist.org, which they describe as
the “first pronatalist organization in the
world"—one that sees pronatalism not as
a tool for religious or cultural dominance
but as an end unto itself. Like others on
the tech Right, the Collinses believe in
the value of optimization: they founded
the Collins Institute, a homeschooling
system, to enable “young scholars to be-
come self-sufficient, world-class players
in the real world.”° Their turn toward ho-
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meschooling dovetailed nicely with the
religious Right; when Simone ran for the
Pennsylvania House of Representatives
in 2024 on the Republican ticket, school
choice and “education innovation” were
part of her policy platform.™

Eager to spread the word about their
project, and defensive against accusations
that they believe in eugenics or are advo-
cating for anti-choice policies, the Collins-
es initially branded themselves as ardent
proponents of reproductive rights, telling
reporters that their choice to have more
babies would ensure others aren't forced
to in the future. “People are like, ‘You're
bringing a Handmaids Tale into the
world!’—that’s exactly what we're trying
to prevent,” Malcolm told The Guardian
in 2024, adding that he and Simone have
“quite a beef with anti-abortion people.”

Their beef with “anti-abortion people”
notwithstanding, the Collinses are also
frequent critics of Planned Parenthood.
In an August 2024 episode of their Based
Camp podcast titled “Even if you are Pro-
Choice You Should Not Support Planned
Parenthood,” the couple lambast the or-
ganization for providing gender-affirm-
ing care to trans people.”® The fact that
Planned Parenthood is not only the big-
gest provider of testosterone in the coun-
try but also largely serves trans people
aged 18 to 22, Malcolm says, is “horrify-
ing.” Planned Parenthood, Simone adds,
is a “unidirectional, sterilizing organiza-
tion.” “What do the puberty blockers do?”
Malcolm asks. “They sterilize people.”
In a separate episode posted earlier that
month, the couple refer to abortion as “a
religious act” for members of the “urban
monoculture,” the Collinses catch-all
term for a “cultural framework that exists
around the world, mostly concentrated in
urban centers” that convinces people to
prioritize their own short-term gratifica-
tion and comfort above all else, including
the continuation of the human species.*

Despite previous efforts to assure the
liberal intelligentsia that they're fighting
for them, the Collinses have, in recent
years, been more explicit about their
true allegiances. “A lot of people look at
us and think we're secretly trying to save
the progressives,” Malcolm said in a July
2024 Based Camp episode. “I would like
some aspects of their culture to survive,

but I don't want them to have the cul-
tural dominance that they have now ....
They basically become Nazis when they
gain cultural power.” As if to soften her
husband’s statement, Simone interjects
that she and Malcolm support many of
progressives’ stated goals—Ilike plural-
ism and “freedom of lifestyle"—which
progressives themselves do not actually
support. “The parties have flipped, basi-
cally, with Trump,” Malcolm concludes.*

Fellow Silicon Valley pronatalist Elon
Musk has similarly claimed Trump is
a champion of freedom and a bulwark
against liberal overreach, the regulatory
state, and the so-called “woke mind vi-
rus”—aterm Musk hasused to decryahost
of things ranging from gender-affirming
care for transgender people to the prolif-
eration of diversity, equity, and inclusion
policies at workplaces and universities
across the country.® In a 2024 interview
with right-wing self-help guru Jordan Pe-
terson, Musk claimed that one of his chil-
dren was “dead, killed by the woke mind
virus.” The child in question, 20-year-old
Vivian Wilson, is in fact alive—though she
is estranged from Musk, who she has de-
scribed as a cold, absent father who berat-
ed her for being queer.”

Musk, who has at least twelve known
children with three different women,
may be who Waters had in mind when
she accused Silicon Valley pronatalists
of encouraging childbearing while being
uninterested in family formation. His
first marriage with Justine Wilson ended
in a messy divorce,® and his relationship
with Claire Boucher, the Canadian mu-
sician who goes by Grimes, with whom
Musk has three children, ended in a year-
long custody battle.? While Boucher and
Musk were expecting their second child,
Musk had twins with another woman—
Shivon Zilis, an executive at one of his
companies—without telling Boucher.
“He really wants smart people to have
kids,” Zilis told Musk’s biographer, who
added that Musk offered to be Zilis's
sperm donor so her children “would be
genetically his."?

If Musk weren't wealthy, White, or
well-connected, it's possible that conser-
vatives would take issue with the fact that
he has had multiple children out of wed-
lock, is an absentee father, and openly

uses ketamine and other drugs. The more
trad pronatalists like Waters could explic-
itly decry Musk for conceiving children
via IVF and surrogacy. (Peachy Keenan, a
Claremont Institute-affiliated writer who
spoke at the 2023 Natal Conference, has
called surrogacy a “nine-month prostitu-
tion gig, a ‘wife experience’ commercial
exchange, with some bonus child traf-
ficking thrown in"—a not uncommon
sentiment among trad pronatalists.?)
But Musk is politically expedient, and
he plans to use his considerable wealth to
advance trad pronatalists’ goals. He has
pledged to use the Department of Gov-
ernment Efficiency, a former pipe dream
established by Trump on his first day in
office, to defund “progressive groups like
Planned Parenthood,” alongstanding con-
servative goal.?? Despite his nontradition-
al familial arrangements, Musk reported-
ly believes in rigid gender roles: his first
wife claims he called himself the “alpha”
in their relationship, and he has accused
universities and nonprofit organizations
of spreading “gender ideology poison”:
the notion that there are more than two
genders, because gender identity and bio-
logical sex are not inherently connected.?
Over and over again, pronatalists in-
voke transness as a threat to the estab-
lished social order and their dreams of a

Elon Musk at the CPAC conference in 2025 (Credit: Gage Skidmore/
Flickr.com)
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flourishing population. At the same time,
some pronatalists boast that a few gener-
ations of prolific reproduction will allow
them to outnumber their ideological ene-
mies. “The other side is not reproducing,”
Keenan said at the 2023 conference. “The
anti-natalists are sterilizing themselves.”

THE GREAT REPLACEMENT

The 2023 Natal Conference began with
a shocking, albeit somewhat uncontro-
versial claim: all over the world, people

Taylor and Brimelow are among the fore-
most proponents of the “Great Replace-
ment,” an antisemitic far-right conspira-
cy theory that claims a cabal of “elites” is
importing dark-skinned migrants to the
United States, Europe, and Australia as
part of a nefarious plot to replace White
people with people of color.?

Taylor and Brimelow's presence at the
Natal Conference suggests that for some
pronatalists, the goal is not to raise birth-
rates across the board but to encourage

The tech and trad camps of the pronatalist movement
can not only coexist but also learn from each other
while advancing far-right ideologies. Still, some fault

lines remain.

are having fewer children than their
ancestors did, a steady decline that, if
left unchecked, could eventually lead to
mass depopulation. This childlessness,
moreover, is largely unplanned—as some
speakers argued, it is the result of a socio-
economic system that discourages fam-
ily formation even among people who
want children. But as the day progressed,
some speakers became more explicit
about their belief in a rigid social hier-
archy. Dr. Pat Fagan, the director of the
Marriage and Religion Research Institute
at the Catholic University of America,
described strict gender roles as both pos-
itive and necessary for family formation.
Charles Haywood, a shampoo magnate
who now uses his millions to fund right-
wing causes, ended his speech about the
need to reinstate male-only spaces with a
call to abolish the Civil Rights Act, which
he called the “single most destructive set
oflaws in American history."»

These public statements nonetheless
pale in comparison to the openly racist
and eugenicist beliefs of some confer-
ence attendees—particularly those who
skipped the first day of public speeches
but participated in off-the-record work-
shops held during the second day. At
least one workshop was reportedly at-
tended by Jared Taylor, the founder and
editor of the White supremacist maga-
zine American Renaissance, and Lydia
Brimelow, whose husband, Peter, found-
ed the White nationalist website VDARE.

certain groups—specifically, White peo-
ple—to secure their existence by having
more children, an aim that echoes the in-
famous “14 words” slogan coined by White
supremacist David Lane. Not all pronatal-
ists share this goal, but for some, a desire
to stave off demographic replacement
appears to be key to their plans. Musk, for
example, has promoted a softer version
of the conspiracy theory that claims that
Democrats are importing immigrants in
order to dominate elections.”

Other conference participants were
sympathetic to the notion that intelli-
gence is biologically determined, an idea
common to the scientific racism behind
assertions of White superiority. Diana
Fleischman, an evolutionary psychologist
who spoke at the 2023 conference and is
scheduled to speak at this year's, referred
obliquely to “good quality children.”? She
alsoassured the audience that their “genes
are more important than drag queen story
hour"—implying that nature always tri-
umphs over nurture, even when “woke-
ness” goes too far. Fleischman is a regular
contributor to Aporia, a “pro-evolution”
digital magazine that describes itself as
refusing to “cower beneath the god of po-
litical correctness.” In practice, this means
publishing pseudoscientific screeds about
the scourge of wokeness, the biological
basis of the “black-white IQ gap,” and the
need for high-IQ people to have more
children.® Fleishman’s own contributions
include such articles as “You're probably

a eugenicist” and “Embryo Selection: To-
ward a healthier society.”*°

Though Aporia is firmly on the tech
futurist side of the tech/trad divide, its
writers have attempted to find common
cause with religious pronatalists who
may be uncomfortable with evolution,
not to mention more controversial topics
like polygenic risk testing and artificial
wombs. A November 2024 article, for in-
stance, attempts to bridge the gap between
the tech and trad factions by encouraging
Christians to embrace gene editing, which
writer Lipton Matthews claims could be
harnessed “as a means of fulfilling God's
desire for human flourishing” by elim-
inating disease and disability*® Mean-
while, some members of the movement’s
trad wing have begun reclaiming criti-
cisms lobbed against tech-friendly prona-
talists like the Collinses. “Is it eugenics to
encourage stable, monogamous breeding
pairs to have larger families if they can?”
Keenan wrote in a 2023 post for The Amer-
ican Mind, a blog affiliated with the right-
wing Claremont Institute. “Or is that just
brilliant public policy that has the poten-
tial to rescue our civilization from its de-
cline over a couple generations?"** What
remains unsaid—by the more prominent
figures in the movement, at least—is who
“our civilization” includes. Elsewhere,
Keenan has asserted that the “great re-
placement is real.”®

Thus far, it appears that Dolan was cor-
rect in his assessment that the tech and
trad camps of the pronatalist movement
can not only coexist but also learn from
each other while advancing far-right ide-
ologies. Still, some fault lines remain.
“My fellow pro-natalists and I share the
same goal—to prevent Western civiliza-
tion from committing suicide—" Keenan
wrote, “but I may be the only one stand-
ing athwart the CRISPR machine yelling
‘STOP!"” The trad pronatalists may not be
interested in artificial wombs, CRISPR-as-
sisted DNA modification, or even IVFE, but
like their techie counterparts, they want
to populate the earth with their own su-
perior progeny. The question is how long
this fragile coalition will hold.

Gaby Del Valle is a policy reporter at The
Verge. Her past work has focused on immi-
gration politics, border surveillance tech-
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Feminists Against Women
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Collage of Phyllis Schlafly, Mary Allen, and a banner at a protest for trans rights (Credit: PRA)

ometimes a feminist is a femi-

nist even though she dedicates

her time to the dispossession and
ostracism of a group of women. Female
anti-feminism and right-wing feminism
are distinct phenomena, yet contrary to
some views on the matter, both exist in
the West. The first category is relatively
well-established: to evidence it, one can
point to available data which shows that
46 percent of women voters in the 2024
election voted for U.S. president Donald
Trump, up from 39 percent in 2016, even
after a jury found him liable for sexual
abuse.?On the other hand, when it comes
to pinpointing a feminism on the Right,
there is no consensus. Systems of White
supremacy and imperial capitalism
shaped the birth of European feminisms,
often molding them ideologically. Yet
today, whenever anti-trans, nativist, and
anti-abortion figures of the Euro-Amer-
ican moderate and Far Right self-des-
ignate as feminists, they are routinely
received by others as insincere, invalid,
or prima facie impossible.? (The right-
wing Heritage Foundation-funded group

“Women's Liberation Front” is a case in
point.) “You can't have a right-wing fem-
inist,” says Britain’s leading lesbian “so-
cialist” columnist, emblematizing this
view even as she spearheads the assault
on trans lives.*

In my book Enemy Feminisms: TERFs,
Policewomen and Girlbosses Against Liber-
ation, I conversely offer a 200-year over-
view of cissexist, colonialist, nativist,
White-nationalist, whorephobic, capi-
talist, eugenicist, carceral, and even pro-
forced birth forms of Western women's
rights activism. I take seriously these en-
emy feminisms, even as I insist that Left
antifascists must oppose them, because
reckoning with these self-described
feminisms is necessary for understand-
ing how to defeat them.® While feminist
commitment is a sine qua non of any rig-
orous or principled antifascism, some ar-
ticulations of women’s rights can be and
have been fascisms.

This possibility becomes especially
apparent in the context of mass disil-
lusionment with liberal feminism and
amid various discursive exoduses from

the scene of postfeminism, such as “trad-
wifery,” “the femosphere,” and “4B."
Well-justified reflexes toward radicali-
ty, rejecting received forms of feminist
mobilization, sometimes collapse into
nihilist, individualist, edgily trad, or mis-
andrist-separatist femopessimisms.” The
feminism of cisness, however, has spread
like a pogrom. Today, it is unsurprising to
find self-described feminists at the fore-
front of policymaking to deny gender-af-
firming healthcare or make bathrooms
and sports lockers cissexual at all costs,
in the name of women’s rights.

There is an awful sense of familiarity
about this latest right-wing counterrev-
olution in feminism. When it comes to
mob-like zeal spurring sisters-in-arms to-
ward a purge of “the Unwoman”—a cha-
meleonic figure of fantasy who threatens
to usurp, invade, or dishonor woman-
hood—we have been here before, mul-
tiple times.? Fifty years ago, a minority
of cissexists—notably the group Gutter
Dykes—mounted physical and ideologi-
cal attacks on trans lesbian organizers in
the women’sliberation movement, whom
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they charged with “invading and drain-
ing our lesbian community.”® Far from
inherent to the movement, anti-trans
feminism first arose as the counterin-
surgent retort to sex-radical utopianism:
a pessimistic response to a gender- and
family-abolitionist efflorescence that was
generally welcoming to trans women and
aimed to communize care beyond the pri-
vate household while generalizing “tran-
sexuality [sic],” as Shulamith Firestone
put it, toward letting a thousand gen-
ders bloom.* Building on Alice Echols’s
historical account of the U.S. women'’s

Act's passage, segregationist White wom-
en mobilized with Phyllis Schlafly to op-
pose feminism and the ERA. But back in
the twenties, “KKK feminism” advocated
for female access to divorce and child
custody, and berated “the selfish man
who insists that woman’s only place is in
the home.”” Clearly, these race-hierar-
chized visions of sexed emancipation—
for “respectable” non-sexworking White
cis women only—were fascistic. But if
they were not really feminism, then nei-
ther was the thought of Mary Wollstone-
craft or Susan Anthony.

Far from inherent to the movement, anti-trans
feminism first arose as the counterinsurgent retort to

sex-radical utopianism.

liberation movement’s fragmentation,
I locate anti-trans feminism’s origins in
the swamping of revolutionary feminism
by a reactionary female biological and
cultural nationalism circa 1973—one that
still calls itself radical to this day.*

But continuities can be found even fur-
ther back. Over a hundred years ago, the
modern feminist project of “women’s po-
licing” took off in Britain as an anticom-
munist, antisemitic, anti-vice crusade
against a fictional sex-trafficking panic
about “White slavery” that was itself a
backlash against feminist advances.”? One
of the innovators of this “cop feminism,”
the lesbian radical and ex-suffragette mil-
itant Mary Allen, was a passionate dev-
otee of Mussolini and later Hitler. While
many disillusioned suffragists turned to
socialism and communism in the inter-
war period, one radical feminist UK think-
tank designated the soon-to-be Blackshirt
leader Sir Oswald Mosley parliament’s top
member.” Several British ex-suffragettes
came to believe that “Fascism alone will
complete the work begun...by the militant
women from 1906 to 1914.”*

Meanwhile, in the U.S., the Ku Klux
Klan’s women leaders and spokeswom-
en aligned themselves with the feminist
movement’s radical fringe by supporting
the Equal Rights Amendment when it was
first introduced in 1923, just as they had
supported the Nineteenth—as a weap-
on against Black voters. Fifty years lat-
er, post-Jim Crow and the Voting Rights

Much contemporary thought treats
such buzz-cut, white-hooded, and black-
bloused examples as non-feminisms,
implying that these fascist actors’ con-
tradictory commitments must mean
that their avowed feminism is necessar-
ily false, trolling, or simply mistaken in
referring to itself as such. In this view,
“fascist feminism"” is an oxymoron; fas-
cist femininities and discourses “instru-
mentalize” or “wield” the language of
feminism in order to dupe.’® In contrast,
the imperialist and White supremacist
aspects of canonical liberal legacies like
Wollstonecraft's or Anthony's can be
admitted to and apologized for without
calling into question their status within
feminism or, for that matter, feminism’s
integrity.”” The literary world can appar-
ently talk all day about the sins of the
suffrage foremothers, never doubting for
a moment that the feminism in question
can be separated from the, say, racism,
without losing its core shape. Feminism,
for us, after all, is a word that inherently
means liberatory politics.

I understand that it can be profound-
ly upsetting to sit with the proposition
that some feminisms have been deadly
to indigenous lifeways, dangerous to sex
workers, and even, weird as it may sound,
misogynistic and patriarchal.”® It can be
tough to get one’s head around Western
feminism’s role in the counterrevolution-
ary logic of cisness, a modern notion that
has harmed all women by bifurcating and

hierarchizing us in relation to maternal
potential, very narrowly defined. The
temptation is strong to immediately say,
“OK, but what about anti-feminists’ much,
much bigger role?” Yet none of this justi-
fies institutionalized avoidance of oppres-
sive feminisms. If they are such a minor
thread in human history, what's wrong
with getting to the bottom of them?

The past decade saw a welcome at-
tempt to reckon with “White feminism.”
Although the questions “ain’'t I a wom-
an?” and “what chou mean ‘we, white
girl?” have roiled organized Western
womanhood since at least 1851, the pu-
tative Whiteness of some feminisms
has received a greater level of scrutiny.”
Picking up pace in 2013 before seemingly
peaking in 2021—and spurred by books
from Europe, Australia, and North Amer-
ica by Ruby Hamad, Mikki Kendall, Jessie
Daniels, Rafia Zakaria, and Kyla Schuller
among others—this development cat-
alyzed a much needed, heartening, and
generative reflection.?® From the hashtag
#solidarityisforwhitewomen to the cri-
tique of some feminists’ reception of the
“Karen” memeasa “slur,” the global North
finally witnessed prolonged debate on
the subject of “nice White ladies.” This
afforded many of us new insights into the
racializing effects—and exclusions, wit-
ting or not—of contemporary and histor-
ic activism, while offering intersectional
tools and heuristics designed to broaden
the movement.

Inevitably, some of the media recep-
tion of these race-critical ideas betrayed
a desire to sidestep a deeper reckoning
with the anti-liberatory freight of certain
kinds of pro-woman politics: the Observ-
er thought the bigger injury was mak-
ing “well-meaning but imperfect people
feel terrible about themselves” while the
NYT focused on the theory that internal
criticisms of the Women's March were
being fueled by Russia.?? (Elsewhere, the
term “White feminism” is scorned out-
right as a “tool to dismiss second wave
feminists.”3) Confronting complicities is
hard,; it is easier to condemn regrettable
feminist moments and then issue a blan-
ket premature recuperation: mistakes
were made and that was bad, but feminism
is still good, which means that feminists
are never the “real” enemy. By avoiding a
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Protest signs at George Washington University in 2024 (Credit: Ted Eytan/Flickr.com)

deeper reckoning, White cis feminism
has reflexively denied the possibility of
feminist harms.

If there is hope today for the renewal
of an internationalist feminism against
cisness,® it might be found in Western
feminism being exposed to—and perhaps
breaking open in confronting its limits in
the face of—Zionist feminism. The latter’s
global campaign used since-debunked Is-
raeligovernment claims of sexual violence
perpetrated by Hamas to justify the accel-
eration of genocide in Palestine post-Oc-
tober 7,2023.% Although Anglo-American
media will no doubt continue burnishing
the IDF's image via machine gun-wielding
Israeli “Zionesses”—*lionesses of the des-
ert” who so vividly embody the seduction
of gendered settler-colonial power qua
rape revenge in the anti-“White slavery”
mode*—their credibility is hurt, perhaps
irretrievably so.7

Concomitantly, anti-Zionist feminist
organizing is growing, even in the heart-
lands of Empire. It is nourished on Tur-
tle Island by groups like the Palestinian
Feminist Collective, a group whose anti-
patriarchy organizing begins with—but
does not stop at—opposing the occu-
pying state.?® Feminist activists all over
the world have been radicalized, if not
directly by Palestinian feminists’ analy-

sis of gendered settler-colonialism, then
by the unholy spectacle of the reproduc-
tive genocide itself.* This includes trans
activists who have been at the forefront
of Gaza solidarity protests, not least be-
cause, as the U.S.-based Transgender Law
Center argues, “trans liberation is inher-
ently anti-colonial and inseparable from
the struggle for Palestinian freedom.”2°
An optimistic reading of available
signs points to the possibility that grass-
roots anti-colonial feminism is on the
ascendant. And the signs are many: The
multinational “Feminist Call to Strike for
Gaza” on International Women’s Day?'; Ni
Una Menos, South America’s anti-fem-
icide movement; the Kurdish “invading
socialist society” known as Jineoloji, un-
der the banner of jin jiyan azadf (woman,
life, freedom), in autonomous north and
east Syria; and the small “Transfeminist
International” platform from Greece, to
name a few. The collective song of rev-
olutionary feminism can be heard in
DIY estrogen undergrounds, abortion
networks, transformative justice teams,
prison-abolitionist accountability col-
lectives, and in family-abolitionist and
disability-liberationist communes at-
tempting to communize care while
dreaming of dismantling—for all—the
tyrannies of wage, state, and market.*

We didn’t choose the relationship of
enmity, but it is only through fighting it
out that we will make it obsolete.

Sophie Lewis is a writer and recovering ac-
ademic living in Philadelphia. Her essays
appear everywhere from the London Re-
view of Books to Harper’s, and you can
follow her work at patreon.com/reprouto-
pia or find out about her speaking engage-
ments at lasophielle.org/events/. Dr. Lew-
is teaches courses online for the Brooklyn
Institute for Social Research, and is the
author of Full Surrogacy Now: Feminism
Against Family (Verso 2019), Abolish the
Family: A Manifesto for Care and Libera-
tion (Verso 2022), and—most recently—
Enemy Feminisms: TERFs, Policewom-
en, and Girlbosses Against Liberation
(Haymarket 2025). Her fourth book, The
Liberation of Children, is forthcoming
from Penguin.
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BY HANNAH SILVER

Sporting Authoritarianism

Anti-Trans Feminists in the Anti-Gender Movement
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Collage of Tulsi Gabbard and Jennifer Braceras at the Our Bodies Our Sports Rally, and two protestors supporting trans rights (Credit: PRA)

feminists crisscrossed the U.S. with
right-wing women activists to “take
back” a civil rights law.

“We are stalwart believers in the ab-
olition of gender ideology, a concept
that equates to women’s oppression,”
proclaimed Women's Liberation Front
(WoLF) board vice president, Margot
Heffernan, in front of a banner that read
“Protect Women's Sports.”

Heffernan was one of several featured
speakers at the Our Bodies, Our Sports
(OBOS) coalition’s “Take Back Title IX
Summer 2024 Bus Tour.” The tour gath-
ered prominent anti-trans figures from
the arenas of politics and sports—among
them, Idaho State Representative Bar-
bara Ehardt, Olympian Martina Navra-
tilova, and conservative activist Riley
Gaines—to protest the Biden administra-
tion’s Title IX revisions. The April 2024
regulations affirmed gender identity
as a protected category from sex-based
discrimination in federally funded edu-
cation by allowing students to present,

In June 2024, a group of anti-trans

engage in activities, and use facilities
in accordance with their gender identi-
ty (though notably, they omitted school
athletics).? In response, and despite the
revisions’ increased protections for par-
enting students and survivors of sexual
harassment, the OBOS coalition warned
of “the devastating impact the new rules
will have on women and the growing
threat to women’s equal athletic opportu-
nity, privacy, and safety.”*

Comprised of 12 anti-trans feminist
groups and women-led organizations,
the OBOS coalition has mobilized against
“gender ideology” to exclude trans peo-
ple from participating in athletics and
public life. Their efforts are bolstered by
right-wing networks that are attacking
reproductive and LGBTQ rights broad-
lys While these outwardly unlikely col-
laborators have long weaponized wom-
en's wellbeing for harmful ends, their
alliance comes amid a record-breaking
number of anti-trans bills in the U.S.—
with 61 targeting participation in school
sport alone®—and increasing aggression

toward feminist and LGBTQ advocacy
internationally” The OBOS coalition
demonstrates the logics and anti-demo-
cratic tendencies that are characteristic
of contemporary anti-gender politics.
While its members frame rights as a
zero-sum competition, trans advocates
and allies continue fighting for a gender
justice that uplifts everyone.

THE GENDER IDEOLOGY PANIC

The Our Bodies, Our Sports coali-
tion—a misleading evocation of the
influential feminist health guide, Our
Bodies, Ourselves—advertises itself as
“the largest, most ideologically diverse
women’s movement of our time.”® While
it's true that members characterize them-
selves differently—for example, WoLF
is a self-described “nonpartisan radical
feminist nonprofit” while Concerned
Women for America (CWA) calls itself a
women’s organization that protects and
promotes biblical values—the tagline is
misleading.” The coalition’s improbable
allies are unified by their anti-trans ide-
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ology, which they view as widespread and
necessary for women's equality. Though
hardly representative of all feminisms,
their claims are not novel.

At the OBOS coalition’s inaugural rally
in Washington, D.C.*—which was held

everyone to accept these definitions and
what flows from them.™ Their fearmon-
gering manufactures a panic around gen-
der and sexual diversity that helps justify
authoritarian norms.

Defending Education and Speech First,
filed a lawsuit that successfully placed an
injunction on Title IX implementation in
four states: Alabama, Georgia, Florida, and
South Carolina.®

Anti-trans feminists have previously

Anti-trans feminists have previously justified their involvement as a strategic necessity,
claiming to be abandoned by the Left and desperately requiring the Right’s resources and

legal power.

on Title IX’s 50th anniversary in 2022—
speakers like Maureen Bannon, daugh-
ter of far-right strategist Steve Bannon,
alerted the audience to a covert agenda
of “gender ideology” in women's sports.”

But the term “gender ideology” can be
traced back to the Vatican, which used it
to oppose the emerging integration of re-
productive rights, sexuality, and gender
into international policy, led by LGBTQ
and feminist movements in the 1990s.2
While it was initially used with reference
to policy objectives that threatened theo-
logical and traditionalist understandings
of sex and the family, the phrase changed
discursively as conservative actors within
European and Latin American countries
used it over the decades.* Thirty years
later, denunciations of “gender ideology”
span the globe and the political spectrum,
and in North America, according to re-
searcher Heron Greenesmith, the term is
increasingly used to attack trans people.®

OBOS members assert that
gender-identity recognition is evidence
of an unscientific and misogynistic agen-
da pervading women'’s sports, academia,
and political institutions. Activists and
scholars Sonia Corréa, David Paternotte,
and Claire House find that anti-gender
mobilizations commonly target five
areas: sexual and reproductive rights,
LGBTI rights, children’s rights, gender
mainstreaming initiatives, and protec-
tions against hate speech and discrimi-
nation.’® Such issues figure prominently
into OBOS members’ description of the
alleged impacts of the Title IX rules—
including how they will make teachers
“queer all aspects of school programs,””
indoctrinate children “down a danger-
ous path of social and likely irreversible
and harmful medical transition” without
their parents’ knowledge® and “forc[e]

THE (NOT SO) UNLIKELY ALLIANCE

In her analysis of the contemporary al-
liance between trans-exclusionary radical
feminists and right-wing forces, professor
Joanna Wuest draws a parallel between its
current manifestation and the collabora-
tion of women's groups and the religious
Right on victim's rights and anti-pornog-
raphy legislation during the 1970s and
1980s.?° Though their conceptions of sex
had differing origins—the former from
biological determinism and the latter
from biblical tradition—they mutually
agreed women are innately vulnerable
and need protection from violent, male
perpetrators.? Similarly, coalition mem-
bers believe that females constitute a co-
herent, immutable group who are physi-
cally inferior to males. They misgender
trans women athletes, implying a need
to protect cis women from the threat of
violent men. Their construction natural-
izes the sex hierarchy with the veneer of
being pro-woman and projects anxieties
over danger, harassment, and inequity in
sports onto athletes who, as trans women,
disproportionately experience violence.?
These rates are higher for Black and trans
women of color based on their intersect-
ing marginalized identities.?

Before the OBOS coalition’s formation
in 2022, many of its member groups had
connections with right-wing organizations
like Alliance Defending Freedom and the
Heritage Foundation. They accepted fund-
ing,* awards,” and speaking invitations,*
cross-pollinated staff”” shared legal rep-
resentation,® and advocated together for
anti-translegislation like the deceptively ti-
tled Fairness in Women's Sports Act.* Now,
their alliance has influenced the courts.
As of August 2024, Independent Wom-
en’s Law Center (IWLC), alongside Parents

justified their involvement as a strate-
gic necessity, claiming to be abandoned
by the Left and desperately requiring
the Right’s resources and legal power.>
These right-wing allies benefit by having
their message legitimized and spread to
broader audiences. However, coalitions
like OBOS are more than a temporary
circumstance. Their anti-gender log-
ic mirrors the authoritarian Right by
scapegoating minoritized groups for in-
creasing economic and social precarity
and embracing paternalistic responses.3
They promote cisgender supremacy as
women'’s liberation and aid the Right's
onslaught on civil liberties and demo-
cratic institutions. Being attuned to how
feminism has played a role in oppressive
projects is necessary to combat these
strands and avoid replicating them in our
movements.

In their analysis of Project 2025, re-
searchers Annie Wilkinson and Chancie
Calliham outline how the demonizing
of vulnerable communities is a strategy
within a larger plan to impose a Christian,
cisheteropatriarchal order.>* Unsurpris-
ingly, OBOS is tied to this political infra-
structure. Two coalition groups served on
the Project 2025 Advisory Board® and the
coalition itself is funded by the Defense of
Freedom Institute, a nonprofit founded
by two Department of Education officials
who served in Trump’s first administra-
tion.3¢ While not all members support the
President, they are furthering his author-
itarian campaign promises to codify the
sex binary and ban trans athletes.?

OUR SEX STEREOTYPES, OUR SPORTS

The coalition’s sex essentialism defines
and constrains fairness and safety in wom-
en’s sports. Their website includes a report,
produced by the right-wing Independent
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Women’s Forum and IWLC, alleging that
trans athletes will demoralize cis women,
decrease their athletic opportunity and
success, and increase their chance of inju-
ry.® These claims are as harmful as they are
false. Similar accusations have been lobbed
against women with hormonal variations
and intersex characteristics, and are im-
bricated in a fraught history of invasive
sex testing and unnecessary medical inter-
vention.* Research has consistently found
that binary biological markers for athleti-
cism are myopic and overestimated in elite
sports,* and that—contrary to anti-trans
activists’ arguments—inclusive policies
have resulted in an increase in girls’ partic-
ipation in youth sports.*

Any woman athlete whose ability or
physicality transgresses the coalition’s
stereotypes can be considered suspect.
During a panel on Title IX, hosted by
WoLF with several coalition partners, a
member recounted her experience as a
coach for a girls’ volleyball team when
she suspected a “biological male” was
competing based on the competitor’s ap-
pearance.” Often, these interrogations
fall along racial, national, and class lines.
Western sports institutions have routine-
ly scrutinized women of color and those
from the Global South according to he-
gemonic standards of White femininity,
accusing them of being too masculine or
inordinately good.** Notable examples in

Caster Semenya in Paris in 2018 (Credit: Yann Caradec/Wikimedia Commons)

b

recent years are the South African runner
Caster Semenya and the Algerian boxer
Imane Khelif.*

Made up primarily of White, Ameri-
can cis women, the OBOS coalition relies
on reductive, racialized understandings
of sex that have been enforced within
sports—to the detriment of the autonomy,
privacy, and opportunity of trans, intersex,
and some cis athletes. In fact, as scholar
Elizabeth Sharrow concludes, sex-seg-
regationist arguments scapegoat trans
women for enduring structural inequali-
ties in women's sports,* including under-
funding, insufficient leadership opportu-
nities, and sexual harassment, which are
exacerbated by intersecting forms of ra-
cial and socio-economic discrimination.*

TOWARD A SPORTS FOR ALL

Though OBOS employs a scarcity ap-
proach to rights, there is a mighty resis-
tance of athletes and advocates who are
working toward a version of sports that
benefits cis, trans, nonbinary, and gen-
der-diverse people alike. As Auden Peri-
no, Senior Counsel for Education and
Workplace Justice at National Women's
Law Center (NWLC), writes, “Efforts to
pit transgender women against cisgen-
der women, falsely claiming there is a
zero-sum struggle for rights and protec-
tions in sports or any other sphere, are a
deliberate strategy... to divide our com-
munity and undermine collective work
against discrimination.”* Legal organi-
zations like NWLC, InterACT, and Advo-
cates for Trans Equality have been active
in the fight to enshrine gender inclusivi-
ty in Title IX, and organizations like Ath-
lete Ally are supporting trans and queer
student athletes.*® While much remains
unknown about how another Trump
presidency will impact Title IX, blocking
coalitions and campaigns like OBOS will
require joining together with all those
advancing a multiracial, transinclusive
feminist democracy.

Hannah Silver is a freelance researcher and
writer. Silver holds a B.A. (Hons) from Mc-
Gill University.
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BY CHANCIE CALLIHAM

Collage of protestors at racial justice protests (Credit: PRA)

polarization and violence, Loretta
Ross offers a transformative frame-
work for addressing conflict within and
beyond social justice movements. In
Calling In: How to Start Making Change
with Those You'd Rather Cancel (Simon &
Schuster, 2025) Ross introduces the con-
cept of “calling in” as a compassionate
alternative and response to callouts and
cancel culture. She draws on five decades
of movement work, opposition research,
and lived experience to present the inter-
personal struggles and hard-won lessons
that have shaped her belief in a frame-
work rooted in transformative justice.
For Ross, calling in is not about avoiding
accountability. It is a commitment to
meaningful change that involves seeing
people’s complexities so that we don't re-
duce them to their worst actions. Calling
in, as Ross describes it, is “a call out done
with love.”
Calling In is a call to action and a reflec-
tion on how we can all navigate harm,
foster solidarity, and embrace a deeper

In a time of heightened political

Calling In

Author Q&A with Loretta Ross

‘“57)%

commitment to joy and belonging. Ross’s
insights challenge activists to move beyond
the fleeting gratification of calling out—a
tactic that, while emotionally satisfying
in the short term, can ultimately destroy
movements and interpersonal relation-
ships. Instead, she advocates for building
irresistible movements that embrace com-
plexity, growth, and connection.

Ross sat down with PRA to reflect on her
journey through a lifetime of activism, in-
cluding her work to dismantle White su-
premacy, advocate for gender and repro-
ductive justice, and fight for human rights
for all. By reframing identity-based strug-
gles as part of a broader human rights
movement, Ross provides a vision for con-
necting and sustaining resistance in the
face of authoritarianism and division.

PRA: Your book introduces the con-
ceptof“callingin” as part of a five-part
continuum for addressing conflict:
canceling, calling out, calling the con-
versation off, calling on, and calling
in. For readers new to this framework,

LI

IS Eé‘yo”

m\@%

can you explain what “calling in”
means and how it works as a tool for
creating meaningful change within
ourselves and our communities?

Loretta Ross: Calling in, as a concept,
was coined in 2013 by a then 18-year-old,
Loan Tran. They attended a racial justice
conference that was dominated by people
calling each other out. Frustrated, they
wrote a blog post critiquing callouts,? but
the backlash was so intense they never
revisited it. While researching my book,
I found the blog and reached out to them.
When I asked why they didn’t pursue it
further, they said, “Ididn’t feel like taking
on the whole world by myself.”

Calling in is an accountability process
to help others and ourselves grow by en-
gaging in constructive versus destructive
conversations. As I wrote in my book, the
first person to call in is yourself, so that
you don't overreact or walk around look-
ing for a fight because of past harm. As
others have said: Don't let your past sabo-
tage your future.
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Calling in is a callout, but instead of
using anger, blaming, and shaming, you
use love and respect because that reflects
who you are inside and who you aspire
to be. Calling in achieves what callouts
don't: a chance to figure out how to work
better together. Calling people out invites
a fight, not collaboration. If you want
people to be more effective together, call-
ing in increases the likelihood you'll fig-
ure out how to get along.

When is calling in most effective for
addressing harm? On the flip side, are
there times when calling out is war-
ranted?

Oh yeah! When people have had a
chance to change and choose not to, con-
tinuing to abuse power, gaslight, troll,
act like a nazi, calling out is appropriate.
They're not interested in collaboration;
they're only interested in humiliation,
shame, and power over people. Calling
out is a tactic of last resort, not first. You

Until I started doing anti-fascist work, I
was motivated by rage at injustices, which
led me to have contempt for those who
committed them. It didn't create space for
seeing them as complex people. Then Rev-
erend Vivian told me, “When you ask peo-
ple to give up hate, you need to be there
for them when they do.”* My first response
was, “Oh, shit. I don't want to hear that.”
Of course, I said that under my breath
because you can't say that to a preacher.
But that’s how I felt. But he wasn't saying
to “turn the other cheek.” He was saying I
was approaching the work with anger and
rage in my heart, which isn't the way to do
the work or embrace nonviolence. Like
Nelson Mandela reportedly said, “Hate is
like drinking poison and expecting the
other person to die.”

Eventually, I decided to do something
else. Getting to know people like Ken Pe-
tersen and Floyd Cochran helped me hu-
manize them. Once I saw their complexi-
ties, [ couldn’t hate them anymore.

The Right only has two things going for itself: lies and

violence.

can try talking to people or finding mes-
sengers they might listen to before re-
sorting to a callout.

Calling in is most effective when
you've done your own mental prepara-
tion. If you're still wounded from un-
healed trauma, whether you call in or
out, the result will be the same: you'll
bleed all over them. That's why calling
yourself in is so important. One way I
put it is, “Why are you handing the re-
mote control to your emotions off to
someone else? They may change it to a
channel you don't want!”

You talk about your work with Leon-
ard Zeskind and the late Reverend C.T.
Vivian at the Center for Democratic
Renewal “deprogramming White su-
premacists” like Floyd Cochran, the
former Aryan Nation spokesperson
and recruiter. What did your experi-
ence working to fight the Right (as an
oppo researcher) teach you about call-
ing in?

In the book, you point out the Right’s
attempts to claim victimhood by
talking about the destructive nature of
cancel culture, saying that it’s a hypo-
critical attempt to deflect accountabil-
ity as they're actively threatening the
rights of vulnerable populations. At
the same time, you explore critiques of
calling out and caution that calling out
in movement spaces under the wrong
circumstances airs our dirty laundry
for opponents to use against us. How
do you distinguish valid concerns about
callouts from the Right’s opportunistic
critiques of cancel culture?

The way I see it, the Right only has two
things going for itself: lies and violence.
When they try to assume the mantle of
being society’s perpetual victims, I point
out their lies and hypocrisy. That’s neces-
sary to deconstruct how they're manip-
ulating people and their pains. They're
good at giving the appearance of taking
people’s suffering seriously when they
really don't.

I have no problem critiquing the
Right'’s attempts to manipulate our good
hearts, to make us feel sorry for them
when they're doing all the damage they
can. They talk about being canceled, but
as the book says, they're the ones ban-
ning books, jobs, critical race theory, gen-
der pronouns, and anything else they can
label “woke.” Anything they attach that
label to, they want to ban. That hypocrisy
can always be pointed out. At the same
time, we shouldn't go around making
the world crueler than it needs to be. We
can't become what we're fighting.

PRA: You said in the book that we
can’'t berate people into joining our
side. Because why would they want to
if that’s how we handle conflict?

LR: People don't need help feeling
worse about themselves. They can do
that on their own. If we want them to join
the struggle for justice and human rights,
we've got to make them feel they belong
to something significant—that we accept
them and their imperfections. And we
shouldn't criticize them for their learning
curve when we're on our own. Toni Cade
Bambara said, “We have to make the rev-
olution irresistible.” That's done through
joy, fulfillment, and belonging, not by ex-
coriating people for not knowing every-
thing they should know at any moment.
Calling out assumes you already know
everything you need to know, which isn't
true or desirable.

As you've said, calling out can be a
powerful tool for oppressed people.
But when we wield it against each
other, the outcome isn’t the same.

We're destroying our capacity to build
power to make change and stop human
rights violations, which is frustrating
to me as a progressive activist. When I
think about the recent election, pundit
after pundit, almost always White, has
been talking about what the Democrats
did wrong. I'm like, wait a moment, ha-
ven't y'all figured out it’s what the White
supremacists did right? The only identi-
ty politics that matter to them are their
White identities. It ain't about the econ-
omy, immigrants, or women. It's about
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Whiteness, and they will offer every cri-
tique and excuse in the world instead of
naming the White supremacy that’s in
the United States’ DNA. Their failure to
critique it is why they can't offer a sturdy
or thorough analysis of Trumpism.

We're 30 years on from the coining of
the term reproductive justice in 1994,
during a very different social and po-
litical moment.* In recent years, we've
seen the fall of Roe, intensified politi-
cal polarization and violence, and the
rise of Donald Trump. How has this
changed landscape shifted the repro-
ductive justice movement’s current
priorities and strategies?

Since reproductive justice was created
by Black women, we've always known we
couldn’t count on legislators or the courts
for our liberation. That's why we took a
human rights-based approach to articu-
late what we deserve and are fighting for.
What's added to our burden is allies who
thought they were protected by the legal

man rights movement combines our is-
sues and forces them to explain why they
oppose human rights—which, by defini-
tion, includes everyone.

What strategies can the R] move-
ment develop to center collective
goals and solidarity while navigating
the diverse priorities and perspectives
within our movement spaces?

The first thing we need to do is stop
offering ideological litmus tests. “If you
don’t support this, then I can’'t work with
you. “If you don't say this in this way, I
can't work with you.” To me, that’s when
your callout is more about [individual]
power than purpose. You want the power
to tell everybody else what they should
do, believe, and think, but you'd hate for
that power to be imposed on you.

My bottom line might be I care more
about abortion, someone else cares more
about climate change, and another per-
son cares more about gun control. We
don’t all have to work on the same things

We don’t all have to work on the same things with the
same intensity, but we should do our work in ways that
don’t create contradictions for the same movement.

system. They felt most betrayed when
[Roe] was reversed. The post-Dobbs land-
scape is different in many ways but in
some ways it's same old, same old. It's still
the most vulnerable who are harmed. We
must focus on those who won't receive
information about options like traveling
to another state or taking abortion pills,
as the first move will be to suppress in-
formation and instill fear. Even billion-
aires like Jeff Bezos think that appeasing
fascists will protect them, echoing the
mistakes of Nazi Germany's corporate
leaders who thought they could control
Hitler but ended up controlled by him.
Reproductive justice must move be-
yond the limits of the U.S. jurisprudence
and constitutional system to interna-
tional human rights norms, laws, and
treaties. I've been advocating since the
attack on DEI and CRT that we should re-
frame our work as human rights work. It
reduces their ability to attack us through
identity-based critiques. Calling it a hu-

with the same intensity, but we should
do our work in ways that don't create
contradictions for the same movement.
I can't work for trans rights in a misogy-
nistic way, or Black rights in a homopho-
bic way, without undermining my own
movement. It's about how we do the work
more than the issue we focus on.

You started each chapter with an
epigraph, and the Epilogue’s quote
is from Howard Thurman: “Don’t
ask what the world needs. Ask what
makes you come alive and go do it, be-
cause what the world needs is people
who have come alive.” What about
calling in and your journey to this
framework makes you come alive?
And how can others find what makes
them come alive in service to them-
selves and our movements for justice?

When I discovered the urgency of ad-
dressing callout culture, I felt I'd been

given a new mission toward the end of
my life. I'd worked in violence against
women, anti-apartheid movements, and
many other issue-based movements.
Over the years, I saw activists dealing
with the same self-destructive tenden-
cies that I saw while organizing in the
1970s. That gave me an opportunity to
write what I call an intellectual biogra-
phy, and say, “Wait, we've been through
this before. I've been through this before.
Let me show you what I've learned from
it.” It's given a new focus for my end-
stage activism.

To paraphrase Alicia Garza, a Black
Lives Matter movement co-founder, who
says it best: I'm so ready for us to make
new mistakes, not to keep making the
same old ones.>Iwant us to learn from our
old mistakes, so that at least we give our-
selves the opportunity to make new ones!

Chancie is a researcher with a focus on
reproductive and sexual justice, employ-
ing a transdisciplinary and intersectional
approach. Chancie understands the im-
portance of bridging theoretical gaps to
recognize and counteract attacks on mar-
ginalized communities. As a student of
political science, Chancie is passionate
about using knowledge of political systems
to challenge and dismantle all systems of
oppression.

Chancie comes to PRA with a wealth of
knowledge and understanding of the at-
tacks on reproductive and gender justice
and the underlying political motives of
such attacks. Chancie is also currently
completing a doula program, aiming to be-
come a birthworker and advocate for queer
and trans people navigating the medical
and reproductive health systems.
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BY ANNIE WILKINSON AND MARY REYNOLDS

Authoritarianism, Criminalization, and
Reproductive Injustice

: G
Al PSLweb.org

A Roundtable Discussion
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Collage of portestors at a pro-choice rally in Illinois, and protestors at the Moral Monday March in North Carolina (Credit: PRA)

ight-wing attempts to curtail and

control our lives and bodies are

notnew. But now the U.S. author-
itarian Right controls the White House
and many state legislatures. Backed by
billionaire oligarchs, Christian national-
ists, and an energized MAGA base, they
are consolidating and weaponizing state
power and criminal law to attack bodily
autonomy and self-determination. Their
tightly orchestrated efforts combine with
the Right's campaigns—against voting
and civil rights, public education, and
access to care, and more—in an ongoing,
coordinated strategy to undermine dem-
ocratic movements for gender, racial,
and economic justice.

This challenging moment is also an op-
portunity for reflection grounded in the in-
tersectional and structural analysis of the
reproductive justice movement and trans-
national feminist solidarity networks.

In January 2025, when PRA and All*
Above All co-organized the Imagina-

tion Lab, a strategic alignment conven-
ing for gender and reproductive justice
advocates, the Gender & Authoritari-
anism Research Collective—a project
of PRA and the Reflective Democracy
Campaign—held a roundtable discus-
sion to deepen our understanding of
criminalization in this time of author-
itarian consolidation. We invited sea-
soned practitioners who work on the
front lines of healthcare, reproductive
justice, and criminal law to share in-
sights drawn from their experiences of
navigating repression.

They discussed the history of crimi-
nalization in the U.S., what we can learn
from past and present struggles against
reproductive injustice, and the need for
a cross-movement strategy that is re-
sponsive to people’s material needs while
building a united front to fight authori-
tarian attacks on our democratic rights.
Their remarks have been edited for
length and clarity.

Naomi Washington-Leapheart,
Strategic Partnerships Director, PRA:
What changes in our analysis if we put
authoritarianism and criminalization at
the center of attacks on reproductive jus-
tice, rather than the anti-abortion move-
ment and abortion bans?

Jamila Perritt, President and CEO of
Physicians for Reproductive Health:
For me, the answer to that question is: ev-
erything. Who's at the center, who we're
fighting for, what we're dreaming about,
who we think deserves to live in this
place, to have access to these resources.
Everything must change, which means
that we cannot, for example, advocate
for the police in our abortion clinics as a
solution that will protect us. We cannot
call the police as our primary defense
when folks are experiencing interperson-
al violence. Everything about our politics
and our policies in the reproductive jus-
tice movement has to be different. And
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The backlash against abortion is intertwined with the
backlash against efforts to end segregation.

as we think about what we're centering, if
we put abortion bans and the anti-abor-
tion movement at the center of our orga-
nizing, then we aren't dreaming of what
we deserve.

Nourbese Flint, President of All*
Above All and All* Above All Action
Fund: There was a time when abortion
was relatively available in this country.
Doctors’ associations were the first to
oppose abortion—not out of concern for
“human life,” but to take midwives out of
the picture and “professionalize” access to
reproductive care. Thinking about our op-
ponents as only those who are anti-abor-
tion is a limited view of the real game
here. When we look at fascism in other
countries, the first targets have been abor-
tion access and LGBT folks. It was a strat-
egy to commodify people’s bodies, to say,
your body does not belong to you, it is now
the government’s body. What you produce
is not yours, it is something that you need
to do on your country’s behalf. The weap-
onization of abortion is a tactic of fascism
and in most authoritarian governments.

To be serious about a long-term win,
we must be rigorous and strategic about
not just these segments—like abortion
bans—that are causing a lot of harm,
but to see them as part of a larger strat-
egy. Until we do that, we're playing in a
defensive posture, and we aren’t going to
achieve what we need.

Lourdes Rivera, President of Preg-
nancy Justice: This question has me
thinking about a phrase that I've heard
often outside the U.S. and thatI'm hearing
more often within it: “gender ideology,”
meaning feminism and bodily autonomy,
LGBT rights, women's rights. Authoritar-
ians frame this as a bad thing that they
need to protect our societies from because
these things are dangerous to the state
and the order of things. The notion of gen-
der ideology was used to derail Colombia’s
peace process, initially, and it took a lot of
work to put it back on track.

But this is not new, and criminalization
has been a key part of this pattern. Mid-
wifery and abortion were criminalized,
partly out of a concern that White wom-
en were not having enough babies, and

that post-abolition, formerly enslaved
Black people would have children who
were no longer property. The backlash
against abortion is intertwined with the
backlash against efforts to end segrega-
tion. It was not cool to talk about segre-
gation or admit to wanting it, so making
it about opposing abortion was a way
to bring together White evangelicals to
push forward a very conservative agenda.

To return to your question: Abortion
bans are criminal laws. We should think
about them as criminal laws that threaten
people with incarceration. But even during
Roe, the infrastructure for surveilling and
criminalizing pregnancy, pregnancy out-
comes, and pregnant people, especially
people from marginalized communities,
was being built by granting embryos and
fetuses the same rights as persons. So
while we paid attention to abortion bans,
the Right has been building this notion of
fetal personhood into state criminal and
civil law.* People were already being crim-
inalized, and they are being criminalized
after Dobbs in a more unleashed way. But
they're not using the abortion ban laws
yet; they're using criminal child abuse and
neglect, abuse of corpse, or other criminal
laws to make an embryo or fetus a “victim”
harmed by the pregnant person.

That infrastructure was built initially
through the War on Drugs under Nixon,
who needed a tool to tamp down on the
anti-war movement and the Civil Rights
Movement by criminalizing and surveil-
ling people who use drugs and targeting
communities. The myth of the crack baby
followed, resulting in Black and Brown
women being surveilled and incarcerated
at exponential rates. Ironically, the drug
crisis looks different right now—it's in
rural areas, in states like Alabama, where
poor White women are being targeted,
even as Black and Brown women are too.
Because of this existing criminalization
infrastructure, there’s no need for prose-
cutors to overtly use abortion bans to ac-
complish the same goals.

Jamila Perritt: The enshrinement
and codification of these personhood
laws was only possible because doctors
and scientists backed it up. When we're

thinking about our approaches and strat-
egies, there cannot only be a legal strate-
gy. There are accomplices in all of these
systems. Medical providers, the police,
and the carceral system are so deeply in
bed with one another that the strategy
must include providers.

Lisa Wayne, Executive Director,
National Association of Criminal De-
fense Lawyers: Given that complicity
of scientists and doctors, being united
makes a difference. I don’t have a back-
ground in reproductive justice, but when
you reached out with a vision of includ-
ing criminal lawyers in this space to hear
what is really happening in the court-
room, I remember feeling reticent and
unsure about what we have to add. And
what I have learned, especially here, is
that if you know what we are doing in the
courtroom and we listen to your on-the-
ground expertise, it unites our approach,
to be able to overcome criminal laws and
their consequences.

Anybody who thinks the legal system
isn't based on White supremacy doesn't
know what the system is about—civil and
criminal. I'm sitting here and listening to
things like “gender ideology,” “feminism,”
“bodily autonomy.” Most criminal lawyers
in this country are going to say, What are
you talking about? But now we can bring
back what you're telling us and consider
what needs to be part of representation
to be more effective. You also need to be
a part of what we're doing to make sure
that the laws and the bills that we're lob-
bying to pass make sense. We need to ask:
What's the history here? How's this really
impacted you? What does this surveil-
lance really mean to you? We cannot be
reactive. We must be proactive.

Naomi Washington-Leapheart: I
appreciate this reframe of the problem,
grounded in history and its legacies. You
all have referred to ways we need to ex-
pand the conversation, to think more
strategically and expansively about who
we need in the fight, who we need to
move. We know more about the policies
and ambitions of MAGA Republicans and
Christian nationalists to end access to
reproductive health in this country. This
is clear in the successful overturn of Roe
and the promotion of Project 2025.
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Chaos is a strategy to exhaust us. It’s important that we
prioritize and trust each other.

Let’s talk about what you're seeing on the
ground. You told us about how our analy-
sis, the way we tell the story, and who we
need to involve all needs to shift. Given this
moment of rising state-level authoritarian-
ism and its consolidation at the federal lev-
el, how are the battlefields around repro-
ductive justice changing on the ground?

Nourbese Flint: The conditions have
changed dramatically. This reminds me
of something Max Elbaum said recently:
“Elections determine the battlefield in
which we are playing. They are not the
battle.” We need to understand that there
are many battles in the war. Elections are
important because they give us a space
to see if we can advance or not. When I
think about what's on the ground and
what’s happening with the professional
Left: There needs to be a lot more com-
munication, strategy, and organizing.

We need to understand that folks are
sad. It's debilitating when you don’t think
that something will be better for you. It’s
incredibly hard to organize for a better
future. The opposition wants us to be sad
and hopeless. It’s our job to figure out
how to inspire hope, which isn't the same
as optimism. This is not I hope everything
will get better. It is the ability for folks to
believe there’s something better and to
work toward it.

Lourdes Rivera: One of the lessons
we must carry forward is that chaos is a
strategy to exhaust us. It's important that
we prioritize and trust each other. We're
going to be working in our lanes and com-
municating across them, so that we can be
supportive and understand how it all fits
together, but we can't all do everything all
the time, because that is exhausting. We
must also build in rest and hope and joy in
between the hard work we need to do.

All these resources get put into elections
and then they drop off. We have to figure
out how to continue the conversations and
build community. People need community;,
and those who do community engagement
work should be resourced to do it.

People are not always connecting these
dots. I'm thinking about Missouri—the
abortion ballot initiative’s passage was a

success, but then the rest of the vote out-
come puts in place an administration
that risks making that win worthless,
along with everything else. So if in some
ways, our movement has been successful,
including in red states, we're also leaving
a lot on the table. I'm reminded of when
our side defeated the fetal personhood
ballot initiative in Mississippi, but the
anti-voting rights ballot initiative moved
forward, and a few years later because we
lost on voting, we lost on abortion too. So,
we need to connect these things.

And finally, I keep reminding myself
and my team that there are people around
the world who have come out the other
side. We need to learn from that too.

Jamila Perritt: We need to be deep-
ly grounded in what is happening with
folks who have real material needs and
don't have the space, energy, capacity,
or interest right now to talk about these
things. Poverty makes you preoccupied
with survival, so thinking about how
those two things come together is a con-
stant struggle and question. How do we
get and keep folks engaged when we
are not doing what needs to be done for
people’s survival? How do we give them
space to think about something other
than what is happening in this moment?

There is a distinct lack of understand-
ing about what organizing is. Some be-
lieve that organizing begins and ends with
disruption. That has a place, but there are
also concrete skills that make organizing
effective. What is the vision and the strat-
egy—that is, how do you remember how
to dream of something better than this?
Butalso: How do you think about the steps
to get there? The other thing is that peo-
ple come, and they bring so much of what
radicalized them in the work, which is of-
ten related to trauma, but the movement
is not therapy. We need infrastructure and
programs—and people need care. They
need to heal to be able to move the work
forward and effect change.

Lourdes Rivera: Who is actually ad-
dressing people’s material needs? If it’s
not us, then we're in trouble. The Black
Panthers’ strategy included providing
school lunches and free breakfast for

kids.? The Young Lords forced the city
of New York to pick up people’s garbage
because that’s what people were upset
about and took over Lincoln Hospital
because it was roach infested. It is be-
cause of the Young Lords that we have a
Patient Bill of Rights.? Do people know
that? These examples show that we must
address people’s material needs in our
movements so that people are turning to
us and not the Right.

Jamila Perritt: We saw during COVID
a big shift in addressing material needs.
Prior to that, the federal government
claimed that they could not give cash to
people: No, no, we can'’t do that; it’s going
to have catastrophic outcomes. Well, look
who did it. Before COVID, you had to have
a prescription, you had to have preautho-
rization, you could only see your doctor
for medication. Then COVID happens
and you can walk to your local Safeway to
get a vaccine if you want.

This idea of what's possible came out
of something that was horrific and poor-
ly managed. There are some lessons that
I think can and should be used to force
change on alarger level. Now you can no
longer tell me you can't do that, because
I saw you do it. What do we think about
when we think about next steps and strat-
egies? Both in looking at what happened
in hindsight and saying Yes, that worked;
no, that didn’t work, or No, this is not the
right time for that.

Naomi Washington-Leapheart: As
advocates and practitioners, where do
you see more opportunities to intervene
to secure reproductive justice for every-
body, both in the immediate, proximate
sense, as you all have been talking about,
and in the longer term?

Lourdes Rivera: I'm reminded here
of Erica Chenoweth’s scholarship. She's
studied civil disobedience movements
from 1900 to contemporary times and
has empirically documented some com-
mon elements of successful ones.* They
tend to be led by people who are most im-
pacted; are nonviolent and capable of so-
liciting broad and diverse support; have
the ability to cause defections among
elites, including military regimes’ securi-
ty forces; and employ broad tactics, from
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Pro-Choice Rally in Dublin (Credit: Infomatique/Wikimedia Commons)

marches in the street to work stoppages.
We too have to be nimble in the various
tactics we use, including addressing peo-
ple’s material needs.

The debate about tactics is tired—legal
versus non-legal, or community organiz-
ing versus this or that. The answer is yes!
We have to make sure it’s all resourced,
even if we don’t have the resources of the
billionaires funding the Right.> But the
answer is YES.

Lisa Wayne: We have to recognize our
opponents’ strength because they clearly
have gotten things right that we have not.
We can recognize it and use it for good.
Some of the techniques that they have used
over the last 40 years that we have loathed
have really made headway. We need to
change that, integrate it, embrace it, and
turn it around for good. And I'll tell you
where we see it: surveillance. The Right
hates to be surveilled, trust me. When you
go and talk to people on the Right about
surveillance and facial recognition and be-
ing tracked on the phone, they're freaked
out about it. So, there are common threads
that we can recognize in our opponent and
use to our benefit. It's up to us to find that

common thread and get them all back to
vote again. I really believe that we shouldn’t
give up at this point.

Jamila Perritt: This morning’s conver-
sation about opposition research got me
thinking about the ways that understand-
ing your opponent has always been a pri-
mary tool of survival for folks. It made
me shift [from not wanting to talk about
the opposition] and think more deeply
and expansively about what it means to
understand your enemy, the need to do
opposition research in some capacity, the
value that it has brought historically—
and how we can think about doing the
same thing moving forward.

Nourbese Flint: In California, I had
the honor of building a cross-movement
strategy with organizers from labor and
the environmental space working on the
maternal health bill. If you look at the
birthing outcomes of people who live in ur-
ban heat areas—places where there aren’t
many trees, so the sun is bouncing off the
concrete and making it hotter—they have
a lot more pre-term babies. We were able
to put some of that information into our
preamble for a big omnibus policy bill and

got some environmental folks to come on
board. Other folks came in and found a way
to organize with us. We have to start think-
ing: How do we bring these pieces together
to build a cross-movement strategy?

Lourdes Rivera: What can we do pro-
actively at the state and local levels that
is pro-family, pro-child, pro-communi-
ty—like planting trees because it creates
better maternal health outcomes? Where
can we take the time to build those agen-
das at the state and local levels?

Then we can build up to a national agenda
that we can push forward with a strong base.
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The Moral Conservatism Behind Global Resistance
to LGBTI Rights

Collage of protestors and counterprotestors at a rally against SOGI 123 in Nanaimo, British Columbia, Canada (Credit: PRA)

This article is based on excerpts from
The Global Fight Against LGBTI Rights
(NYU Press, 2024), 3-4, 12-15, 59-60,
99, 130, 173, 195-204 and is reprinted
with permission from the publisher. The
excerpts have been significantly edited for
brevity and style.

people who are marginalized by

their sexual orientation and gender
identity (SOGI) have improved rapidly in
many countries.

Yet such successes have not gone un-
challenged. Global accomplishments
in the field of SOGI rights... have been
counterbalanced by a growing and, in
recent years, increasingly globally con-
nected resistance to such rights. In 2021,
Hungary's parliament passed a ban on
so-called gay propaganda following the
Russian blueprint of the previous decade,
and in Ghana, 21 people were arrested
for attending a training on SOGI rights
organized for paralegals, echoing simi-

In the last thirty years, the rights of

lar arrests in Egypt following a Mashrou’
Leila rock concert some years earlier.
While resistance to SOGI rights is well
documented?, its global and networked
dimensions are not yet fully understood.
Especially in the last decade, this resis-
tance rests predominantly in the hands
of transnationally connected social
movements—frequently with a conser-
vative religious orientation—and conser-
vative governments, actors that now also
attempt to co-opt international human
rights law.> These resistances employ
many of the same transnational tools
that have achieved widespread accep-
tance for LGBTIQ people. In other words,
both those who seek the advancement of
SOGI rights and those who oppose it use
related strategies and instruments for
mutually exclusive ends.

We define the varied and loose con-
glomeration of actors that compose the
resistance to SOGI rights as politicized
moral conservatives. The term applies
when (a) the actors in question construct

their political program around moral
concerns, and (b) their positions on these
issues belong to the conservative norma-
tive denkfigur, or figure of thought. Such
conservatism privileges nationalism over
globalism, particularism over universal-
ism, legal sovereignty over international
law, patriarchy over equality, hierarchy
over democracy, the collective over the
individual, religion over the secular, and
duties over liberties. Thus, these moral
conservative actors are not conservative
in the dictionary sense of the term, as
people inclined to reject new ideas. They
are, instead, open to new ideas and strate-
gies, including incorporating a language
of human rights, if it furthers the devel-
opment of the moral conservative pro-
gram. Conservative is also the term these
actors most commonly use themselves to
describe their own work and agenda.
The global resistances to SOGI rights
bring together actors that, at first glance,
have little in common: Russia, a series
of Muslim states, as well as other states
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from Central and Eastern Europe and the
Global South; Evangelical and Orthodox
Christians, Catholics, and Protestants;
pro-life civil society groups and anti-mi-
gration right-wing populist parties, neo-
conservative media commentators, small
businesses and homeowners, and entre-
preneurs in the world of big business and
economic consultancy.

Gender has not always been at the cen-
ter of the mobilization of moral conserva-
tive actors, whose goals are almost always
much larger than opposing women’s and
SOGI rights, even if they have a forceful
effect on these dimensions. Scholars
have described gender as a symbolic glue
that holds various groups of political ac-
tors on the political right together today.?
However, politicized moral conservatism
has a long and important history that
predates the gendered focus.

for example from the United States to
Russia.* It is a central node in an increas-
ingly coordinated, moral conservative
transnational actor network that concen-
trates on resisting SOGI rights and plays
the central role of convener, providing a
networking platform for moral conserva-
tive actors and organizations. It is thus a
group node inside the larger moral con-
servative transnational actor network. It
lays claim to the concept of the ‘natural
family’, by which World Congress of Fam-
ilies founder Allan Carlson means a cis-
gendered, heterosexual, married couple
and their biological offspring.> Carlson
has based his agenda on a narrow read-
ing of Article 16(3) of the Universal Dec-
laration of Human Rights, which defines
the family as the “group unit” of society
entitled to protection by the state. In
1999, with significant involvement by

The transnational moral conservative network’s strategic
goal is to diffuse and perpetuate its own structure and
agenda of a conservative counterrevolution of sorts.

The resistance to SOGI rights is the
most recent spearhead of a broad and
long-standing front of politicized moral
conservatism, which has allowed moral
conservative actors to reach new audi-
ences and communicate their conserva-
tive ideas in novel, successful ways. Per-
ceiving the contours of this larger picture
requires tracing the long road to today's
resistances to SOGI rights, from the ear-
ly origins of moral conservatism in the
United States and in Europe in the 1970s
to the hitherto largely national confron-
tations between conservatives and pro-
gressives globalized during the 1990s.
Three factors help explain the transna-
tional diffusion of moral conservative
ideas during this time: the Vatican's role
at the United Nations, the rise of transna-
tional Christian Right advocacy using a
language of human rights, and the end of
the Cold War and a subsequent religious
turn in formerly communist countries.

The transnational actors that emerged
out of these dynamics include groups like
the World Congress of Families, which
connects thousands of actors across bor-
ders and at annual summits...[and] dif-
fuses Christian Right ideas far and wide,

Americans, the World Congress of Fam-
ilies organized a conference in Geneva.
The meeting drew the attention of schol-
ars because it was a moral conservative
networking event in the backyard of the
world’s most expansive intergovernmen-
tal organizations. However, that congress
was only one in a long string of events the
World Congress of Families organized.
Through their regular conventions and
declarations, the activists remap the dis-
cursive space of international human
rights law, locate their claims in relation
to specific articles in human rights doc-
uments and treaties, and develop a rela-
tively consistent strategy and terminolo-
gy through which to present their claims
against SOGI rights. They use human
rights language and copy many of the
strategies of transnational collaboration
from progressive NGOs.

The moral conservative actors in the
network are today held together by their
resistance to the SOGI rights movement.
It would be more accurate, however, to
say that they are held together by their re-
sistance to their own construction of the
SOGI rights movement. Moral conserva-
tives construct their adversary by willful-

ly misrepresenting the SOGI rights move-
ment and transforming it into a symbol
of everything else they reject: commu-
nism, global capitalism, liberalism, and
international institutions. As moral con-
servatives link these disparate topics into
one coherent narrative—coherent from
their perspective—they come to identi-
fy as victims of the SOGI movement, but
also as the privileged few who have spe-
cial knowledge about the mechanisms
that drive this movement and its role in
global politics. The moral conservative
narrative thus functions in a similar way
to conspiracy theories, creating among
its adherents an intense sense of identi-
fication with a shared cause.

In much of'the literature on the Christian
Right, moral conservatism is linked to neo-
liberalism. Melinda Cooper, for example,
connects the birth of the neoconservative
ethos—with its insistence on traditional
gender roles and the unpaid care work at-
tributed to women—to neoliberal cuts to
state spending.® Moral conservatives and
their causes are also often funded by ul-
traneoliberal actors and groups. Our own
findings confirm this picture yet also com-
plicate it. The view that Western Europe
and the EU are “quasi-socialist” states is
relatively mainstream among American
conservatives, but a sizable contingent of
the moral conservative universe we stud-
ied, especially those coming from Europe,
are actually in favor of the welfare state—
as long as it clearly benefits “traditional
families” and not single parents or other
forms of households. What American and
European conservatives share is a nostalgia
for a “market town” or “main street” capi-
talism—a romanticized capitalism of the
past where everyone has an ordered place,
typically implying fixed gender roles.

In the complete moral conservative
narrative that equates communism, glob-
al capitalism, liberalism, and internation-
al organizations, SOGI rights activists are
assigned the role of the new revolution-
aries. Moral conservatives depict SOGI
activists as communist revolutionaries.
They do so not just metaphorically, but
quite literally, as in this quote from a Rus-
sian member of the World Congress of
Families, where the red communist flag
islikened to the rainbow flag: “The 1960s,
"70s [were] the continuation of this revo-
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Protestor in support of SOGI 123 in Nanaimo, British Columbia, Canada, in 2023 (Credit: Mick Sweetman/Flickr.com)

lutionary trend that we experienced in
Russia in a more straight forward violent,
brutal, red form. And now it has this rain-
bow flag.”” Thus, moral conservatives see
international organizations that support
SOGI rights as communist institutions.
When moral conservative politicians
in Central and Eastern Europe criticize
Brussels for being like the Moscow of the
Soviet Union, what they mean is that they
see the European Union as a communist
project. This is a wild stretch of the imag-
ination for most, but amid the crowd at
World Congress of Families gatherings, it
becomes hard to separate this all-encom-
passing narrative from reality.

The transnational moral conservative
network’s strategic goal is to diffuse and
perpetuate its own structure and agenda
of a conservative counterrevolution of
sorts. This may sound tautological at first.
Yet it is important to recognize that the
moral conservative narrative presented
here is not only new and baffling for re-
searchers interested in the phenomenon;
it is also new for many of the activists who

are drawn into transnational moral con-
servative networks. Most activists who
attend World Congress of Families events
listen to speeches by Allan Carlson and
other regular attendees or pick up some
translations from the book fairs and en-
counter this narrative for the first time.

The fact that the World Congress of
Families perpetuates this narrative each
time and in all locales where a summit
takes placeis significant. In the last [three]
decades, moral conservatives have built
up this narrative to identify and construct
SOGI rights—and the institutions that
support them—as the main focal point
of twenty-first century ideological strug-
gles. In conjuring a vision of a SOGI rev-
olution, moral conservatives can become
the counterrevolutionaries. All other stra-
tegic goals follow from this overarching
narrative. The self-proclaimed counter-
revolutionaries do have the strategic goal
of blocking SOGI rights.

According to the moral conservative
agenda, a win on the abortion front, the
homeschooling front, or on religious

freedom is de facto a step toward block-
ing SOGI rights. For moral conservatives,
all these claims hang together. It is im-
portant to recognize that in the global re-
sistances against SOGI rights, the above
arguments flow into each other smooth-
ly. For the moral conservative audience, it
makes up one global, coherent narrative.

Kristina Stoeckl is Professor of Sociology
in the Department of Political Science at
LUISS, Rome. She is the author of several
books, including The Russian Orthodox
Church and Human Rights, and The
Moralist International: Russia in the
Global Culture Wars, co-authored with
Dmitry Uzlaner.

Phillip M. Ayoub is Professor of Interna-
tional Relations in the Department of Polit-
ical Science at University College London.
He is the award-winning author of When
States Come Out: Europe’s Sexual Mi-
norities and the Politics of Visibility and
co-editor of LGBT Activism and the Mak-
ing of Europe: A Rainbow Europe?

34 « The Public Eye

WINTER/SPRING 2025



endnotes

Gender & Authoritarianism

1 Timothy Caulfield, “Why Tucker Carlson’s
‘The End of Men' Is So Disturbing,” Men's
Health, November 21, 2022, https:/www.
menshealth.com/health/a42026957/tucker-
carlson-end-of-men-review/.

2 Jeet Heer, “Tucker Carlson’s Weird Spank-
ing Fantasy Is Designed to Stir Up MAGA
Misogyny,” The Nation, October 25, 2024,
https://www.thenation.com/article/society/
tucker-carlson-spanking-fantasy-gop/.

3 Judith Butler, Who's Afraid of Gender?
(New York: Farrar, Straus and Giroux, 2024).
4 Edward Helmore, “Donald Trump Vows to
Be Protector of Women ‘Whether They like It
or Not,” The Guardian, October 31, 2024, https://
www.theguardian.com/us-news/2024/oct/31/
donald-trump-women-protector-wisconsin-rally.
5 Cisheteropatriarchy is a family structure
and societal norm characterized by male
authority over women and children and
strict enforcement of cisgender and hetero-
sexual normativity. For more see: “Cis-Het-
eropatriarchy,” UnLeading, York University,
https://www.yorku.ca/edu/unleading/sys-
tems-of-oppression/cis-heteropatriarchy/.

6 Alex DiBranco, “Mobilizing Misogyny,”
The Public Eye (Winter 2017), March 8, 2017,
https://politicalresearch.org/2017/03/08/
mobilizing-misogyny.

7 Elizabeth A Wood. “Gender Systems in
the Putin Autocracy,” Frontiers in Sociology
9 (April 4, 2024), https://doi.org/10.3389/
fsoc.2024.1327946.

8 Conny Roggeband and Andrea Krizsan,
“The Gendered Face of Democratic Back-
sliding,” The Loop, March 6, 2023, https://
theloop.ecpr.eu/the-gendered-face-of-dem-
ocratic-backsliding/.

9 Glenda Elizabeth Gilmore, Gender and Jim
Crow: Women and the Politics of White Suprem-
acy in North Carolina, 1896-1920 (Chapel Hill:
University of North Carolina Press, 1996).

10 V-Dem Institute, “Democracy Report
2024: Democracy Winning and Losing at the
Ballot,” March 7, 2024, https://papers.ssrn.
com/sol3 /papers.cfm?abstract_id=4774409.
11 Joe Allen, “Authoritarianism, Ex-
plained,” Protect Democracy, August 12, 2024,
https://protectdemocracy.org/work /authori-
tarianism-explained/.

12 Rachel Tlemgani, “Electoral Authoritari-
anism,” Carnegie Endowment for International
Peace, May 29, 2007, https://carnegieendow-
ment.org/posts/2007/05/electoral-authori-
tarianism?lang=en.

13 Steven Livingston, “The Rise of Right-
Wing Populism: Diagnosing the Disinfor-
mation Age,” London School of Economics,
November 8, 2023, https://blogs.lse.ac.uk/me-
dialse/2023/11/08 /the-rise-of-right-wing-pop-
ulism-diagnosing-the-disinformation-age/.
14 Anne Applebaum and Peter Pomerant-
sev, “Autocrats Win by Capturing the Courts,”
The Atlantic, Podcasts, September 13, 2024,
https://www.theatlantic.com/podcasts/ar-
chive/2024/09/capture-the-courts/679862/.
15 Jeffrey Jones, “Record Low in U.S. Sat-
isfled With Way Democracy Is Working,”
Gallup News, January 5, 2024, https://news.
gallup.com/poll/548120/record-low-satis-
fied-democracy-working.aspx.

16 Reporters Without Borders, “USA: Trump
Verbally Attacked the Media More than 100
Times in Run-up to Election,” October 25,
2024, https://rsf.org/en/usa-trump-verbally-
attacked-media-more-100-times-run-election.
17 PEN America, “America’s Censored Class-
rooms 2024,” October 8, 2024, https://pen.org/
report/americas-censored-classrooms-2024/.
18 Jennifer Ruth, “Subnational Authoritar-
ianism and the Campaign to Control Higher
Education,” American Association of Universi-
ty Professors, October 10, 2023, https:/www.
aaup.org/article/subnational-authoritarian-
ism-and-campaign-control-higher-education.

19 Edward O Frantz, “The Authoritarian Im-
pulse Behind the Book Banning Wave,” The
Progressive, February 24, 2022, https://pro-
gressive.org/api/content/b70e4ae4-95aa-
11ec-a283-12f1225286¢6 /.

20 Megan J. Uzzell, “How To Turn The Page
on Attacks on Libraries,” Democracy Forward,
April 8, 2024, https://democracyforward.org/
updates/how-to-turn-the-page-on-attacks-
on-libraries/.

21 David Corn, “Trump Is Running a Dis-
information Campaign, Not a Political Cam-
paign,” Mother Jones, October 8, 2024, https://
www.motherjones.com/politics/2024/10/
donald-trump-is-running-a-disinforma-
tion-campaign/.

22 Rachel Kleinfeld, “Closing Civic Space
in the United States: Connecting the Dots,
Changing the Trajectory” Carnegie En-
dowment for International Peace, March 6,
2024, https://carnegieendowment.org/re-
search/2024/03/closing-civic-space-in-the-
united-states-connecting-the-dots-chang-
ing-the-trajectory?lang=en.

23 Marjorie Cohn, “Trump Is Using ‘Unitary
Executive’ Theory in His Bid to Amass Su-
preme Power,” Truthout, December 3, 2024,
https://truthout.org/articles/trump-is-us-
ing-unitary-executive-theory-in-his-bid-to-
amass-supreme-power/.

24 Chancie Calliham, “From Courts to Clinics:
How the Anti-Gender Far Right is Reshaping
Texas,” The Public Eye, Winter/Spring 2025.

25 Tom Dreisbach, “Trump Has Made More
than 100 Threats to Prosecute or Punish
Perceived Enemies,” NPR, October 22, 2024,
https://www.npr.org/2024/10/21/nx-s1-
5134924 /trump-election-2024-kamala-har-
ris-elizabeth-cheney-threat-civil-liberties.
26 Marcos Aleman, “What to Know about
El Salvador’'s Mega-Prison after Trump Deal
to Send People There,” AP News, February
4, 2025, https://apnews.com/article/el-sal-
vador-us-rubio-prison-de9gi12f6ag8199aaa7c-
8490585dcaa3b8z.

27 Paul Rosenberg, “How the States Have
Become ‘Laboratories of Autocracy’ —
and Why It's Worse than You Think,” Sa-
lon, January 15, 2022, https://www.salon.
com/2022/01/15/how-the-states-have-be-
come-laboratories-of-autocracy--and-why-
its-worse-than-you-think/.

28 “BlitzWatch - Monitoring Project Blitz &
Christian Nationalists,”  https://www.blitz-
watch.org/.

29 Benjamin Wallace-Wells, “The Political
Strategy of Ron DeSantis’s ‘Don’'t Say Gay’
Bill,” The New Yorker, June 28, 2022, https://
www.newyorker.com/news/the-politi-
cal-scene/the-political-strategy-of-ron-de-
santiss-dont-say-gay-bill.

30 James A. Gardner, “Illiberalism and Au-
thoritarianism in the American States,” Amer-
ican University Law Review 70 (2021): 829-912.
31 Political Research Associates, “Authori-
tarian Blueprints: Reproductive Control and
Gender Essentialism,” Vimeo, 2024, https://
www.youtube.com/watch?v=sphY--U72P8.
32 Varieties of Democracy Institute
(V-Dem), “Autocratization Changing Na-
ture?” Democracy Report, 2022.

33 Joe Allen, “Authoritarianism, Ex-
plained,” Protect Democracy, August 12, 2024,
https://protectdemocracy.org/work /authori-
tarianism-explained/

34 Gabor Scheiring, “I Watched Orban
Destroy Hungary's Democracy. Here's My
Advice for the Trump Era,” POLITICO, No-
vember 23, 2024, https://www.politico.com/
news/magazine/2024/11/23/trump-auto-
crat-elections-00191281.

35 Jean V Hardisty, Mobilizing Resentment:
Conservative Resurgence from the John Birch
Society to the Promise Keepers (Beacon Press,
October 1999).

36 Jude Joffe-Block, “How Trump Is Relying
on a Racist Conspiracy Theory to Question

Election Results,” NPR, September 13, 2024,
https://www.npr.org/2024/09/13 /g-s1-22583/
trump-great-replacement-conspiracy-theory.

37 Mark Follman, “How Trump’s Campaign
of Hatred against Migrant ‘Invaders’ Is Fu-
eling Potential Violence,” Mother Jones, Au-
gust 2024, https://www.motherjones.com/
politics/2024/08 /trump-migrants-inva-
sion-rhetoric-violence-stochastic-terrorism/.
38 Annie Wilkinson and Mary Reynolds, “How
the Right ‘Sets the Mood,"” Political Research As-
sociates, June 6, 2024, https://politicalresearch.
org/2024/06/06 /how-right-sets-mood.

39 DiBranco, “Mobilizing Misogyny.”

40 Gretchen Livingston, “Fewer than Half
of US. Kids Today Live in a ‘Traditional’
Family,” Pew Research Center, December 22,
2014, https://www.pewresearch.org/short-
reads/2014/12/22/less-than-half-of-u-s-kids-
today-live-in-a-traditional-family/.

41 RuthBen-Ghiat, “The Republican War on
Women Is Straight Out of the Authoritarian
Playbook,” Substack newsletter, Lucid, April
11, 2024, https://lucid.substack.com/p/the-
republican-war-on-women-is-straight.

42 Ben-Ghiat, “The Republican War.”

43 Rebecca Solnit, “Some Maga Men Seem
to Think Women Don't Have Rights - Starting
with Their Wives,” The Guardian, November 1,
2024, sec. Opinion, https://www.theguardian.
com/commentisfree/2024/nov/01/maga-
trump-men-supporters-womens-rights.

44 Boby Ho-Hong Ching et al., “Gender
Essentialism, Authoritarianism, Social Dom-
inance Orientation, and Filial Piety as Predic-
tors for Transprejudice in Chinese People,”
Sex Roles 83, no. 7-8 (October 2020): 426-41.

45 Michael T. Schmitt and James H. Wirth,
“Evidence That Gender Differences in Social
Dominance Orientation Result from Gen-
dered Self-Stereotyping and Group-Interested
Responses to Patriarchy,” Psychology of Women
Quarterly 33, no. 4 (March 1, 2009): 429-36.

46 Emma A. Renstrom, “Exploring the Role
of Entitlement, Social Dominance Orienta-
tion, Right-Wing Authoritarianism, and the
Moderating Role of Being Single on Misogy-
nistic Attitudes,” Nordic Psychology 76, no. 2
(April 2, 2024): 250-66.

47 Haley Perez-Arche and Deborah J. Miller,
“What Predicts Attitudes toward Transgen-
der and Nonbinary People? An Exploration
of Gender, Authoritarianism, Social Domi-
nance, and Gender Ideology,” Sex Roles 85,
no. 3-4 (August 2021): 172-89.

48 Mary Kelly Persyn, “We Are All Transgen-
der Now: On Resisting Tyranny,” American
Constitution Society, March 31, 2023, https://
www.acslaw.org/expertforum/we-are-all-
transgender-now-on-resisting-tyranny/.

49 Danielle Kurtzleben, “Trump’s exec-
utive actions curbing transgender rights
focus on ‘gender ideology,” NPR, February
7, 2025, https://www.npr.org/2025/02/07/
g-s1-46893/trump-anti-trans-rights-execu-
tive-action-gender-ideology-confusion.

50 Martin Pengelly, “Trump Rolls Back
Trans and Gender-Identity Rights and Takes
Aim at DEI,"” The Guardian, January 21, 2025,
sec. US news, https://www.theguardian.
com/us-news/2025/jan/20/trump-execu-
tive-order-gender-sex.

51 Par Zetterberg and Elin Bjarnegard,
“Genderwashing or Genderbashing? Rec-
onciling the Different Faces of Modern Au-
tocrats,” The Loop, April 18, 2023, https:/
theloop.ecpr.eu/genderwashing-or-gen-
derbashing-reconciling-the-different-fac-
es-of-modern-autocrats/.

52 Rami Kablawi, “Pinkwashing 101: How Israel
Turned Gay Pride into an Occasion for Oppres-
sion,” The Forge, June 21, 2024, https://forgeorga-
nizing.org/article /pinkwashing-101-how-isra-
el-turned-gay-pride-occasion-oppression.

53 Daniela Donno and Anne-Kathrin Kreft,
“Authoritarian Institutions and Women's
Rights,” Comparative Political Studies 52,

no. 5 (April 1, 2019): 720-53, https://doi.
0rg/10.1177/0010414018797954.

54 Melanie M. Hughes et al., “Global Gender
Quota Adoption, Implementation, and Re-
form,” Comparative Politics 51, no. 2 (2019): 219-
38, https://www.jstor.org/stable/26563456.

55 “Turkey’s Withdrawal from the Istanbul
Convention Rallies the Fight for Women's Rights
across the World,” Amnesty International, June
30, 2021, https://www.amnesty.org/en/latest/
news/2021/07/turkeys-withdrawal-from-the-
istanbul-convention-rallies-the-fight-for-wom-
ens-rights-across-the-world-2/

56 Lee Leveille, “Rights For Me, Not For
Thee: How Anti-Trans Feminists Took
Their Advocacy to the United Nations,” All
or None, May 26, 2023, https://allornone.
world/2023/05/26 /rights-for-me-not-for-th-
ee-how-anti-trans-feminists-took-their-ad-
vocacy-to-the-united-nations/.

57 Hannah Silver, “Sporting Authoritarianism:
Anti-Trans Feminists in the Anti-Gender Move-
ment,” The Public Eye Winter/Spring 2025.

58 Cindy Casares, “Trump’s Use of the
Mexican Rapist Trope Is as Old as Colonial-
ism,” NBC News, April 7, 2018, sec. Opinion,
https://www.nbcnews.com/think/opin-
ion/trump-s-repeated-use-mexican-rap-
ist-trope-old-racist-colonialism-ncna863451.
59 O. Ricardo Pimentel, “Trump Knows
Exactly What ‘Poisoning the Blood of Our
Country’ Meant,” Wisconsin Examiner (blog),
January 29, 2024. https://wisconsinexaminer.
com/2024/01/29 /trump-knows-exactly-what-
poisoning-the-blood-or-our-country-meant/.
60 Savera, “A Global Trail of Violence,” The
Public Eye, May 17, 2024, https://politicalre-
search.org/2024/05/17/global-trail-violence.
61 Amina Waheed, “Rape Used as a Weapon
in Myanmar to Ignite Fear,” Al Jazeera, Oc-
tober 28, 2015, https://www.aljazeera.com/
features/2015/10/28 /rape-used-as-a-weap-
on-in-myanmar-to-ignite-fear.

62 “Israel’s Escalating Use of Torture against
Palestinians in Custody a Preventable Crime
against Humanity: UN Experts,” OHCHR, August
5, 2024, https:/fwww.ohchr.org/en/press-re-
leases/2024/08 /israels-escalating-use-tor-
ture-against-palestinians-custody-preventable.
63 Franco Ordoiiez, “Trump Points to Hungary’s
Viktor Orban as Example of His Support from
Foreign Leaders,” NPR, September 10, 2024, sec.
2024 Election, https:/www.npr.org/2024/09/10/
nx-s1-5107967/viktor-orban-hungary-don-
ald-trump-presidential-debate.

64 Ruth Ben-Ghiat, “Authoritarianism Is
Not Inevitable; Modi Debacle; New Inter-
views & Events,” Substack newsletter, Lucid
(blog), June 8, 2024, https://lucid.substack.
com/p/authoritarianism-is-not-inevitable.
65 Miriam Elder, “Russia Passes Law Ban-
ning Gay ‘Propaganda,” The Guardian, June
11, 2013, sec. World news, https:/www.
theguardian.com/world/2013/jun/11/rus-
sia-law-banning-gay-propaganda.

66 Human Rights Watch, “Russia: First
Convictions Under LGBT ‘Extremist’ Rul-
ing,” February 15, 2024, https:/www.hrw.
org/news/2024/02/15/russia-first-convic-
tions-under-Igbt-extremist-ruling.

67 Andrew Stroehlein, “Repression of
the Childless,” The Daily Brief | Human
Rights Watch (blog), October 21, 2024,
https://www.hrw.org/the-day-in-human-
rights/2024/10/21.

68 Gabby Orr, “The Wedge Issue That's
Dividing Trumpworld,” Politico, August
7, 2020, https://www.politico.com/news/
magazine/2020/08/07/wedge-issue-divid-
ing-trumpworld-392323.

69 Kyle Cheney, “In Trump, pro-Gay Rights
Republicans See a New Hope,” POLITICO
(blog), June 15, 2016, https://www.politico.
com/story/2016/06/donald-trump-gay-
rights-224343.

70 Bill Barrow, “Trump and Vance Make
Anti-Transgender Attacks Central to Their

WINTER/SPRING 2025

Political Research Associates -+

35


https://www.menshealth.com/health/a42026957/tucker-carlson-end-of-men-review/
https://www.menshealth.com/health/a42026957/tucker-carlson-end-of-men-review/
https://www.menshealth.com/health/a42026957/tucker-carlson-end-of-men-review/
https://www.thenation.com/article/society/tucker-carlson-spanking-fantasy-gop/
https://www.thenation.com/article/society/tucker-carlson-spanking-fantasy-gop/
https://www.theguardian.com/us-news/2024/oct/31/donald-trump-women-protector-wisconsin-rally
https://www.theguardian.com/us-news/2024/oct/31/donald-trump-women-protector-wisconsin-rally
https://www.theguardian.com/us-news/2024/oct/31/donald-trump-women-protector-wisconsin-rally
https://www.yorku.ca/edu/unleading/systems-of-oppression/cis-heteropatriarchy/
https://www.yorku.ca/edu/unleading/systems-of-oppression/cis-heteropatriarchy/
https://politicalresearch.org/2017/03/08/mobilizing-misogyny
https://politicalresearch.org/2017/03/08/mobilizing-misogyny
https://doi.org/10.3389/fsoc.2024.1327946
https://doi.org/10.3389/fsoc.2024.1327946
https://theloop.ecpr.eu/the-gendered-face-of-democratic-backsliding/
https://theloop.ecpr.eu/the-gendered-face-of-democratic-backsliding/
https://theloop.ecpr.eu/the-gendered-face-of-democratic-backsliding/
https://papers.ssrn.com/sol3/papers.cfm?abstract_id=4774409
https://papers.ssrn.com/sol3/papers.cfm?abstract_id=4774409
https://protectdemocracy.org/work/authoritarianism-explained/
https://protectdemocracy.org/work/authoritarianism-explained/
https://carnegieendowment.org/posts/2007/05/electoral-authoritarianism?lang=en
https://carnegieendowment.org/posts/2007/05/electoral-authoritarianism?lang=en
https://carnegieendowment.org/posts/2007/05/electoral-authoritarianism?lang=en
https://blogs.lse.ac.uk/medialse/2023/11/08/the-rise-of-right-wing-populism-diagnosing-the-disinformation-age/
https://blogs.lse.ac.uk/medialse/2023/11/08/the-rise-of-right-wing-populism-diagnosing-the-disinformation-age/
https://blogs.lse.ac.uk/medialse/2023/11/08/the-rise-of-right-wing-populism-diagnosing-the-disinformation-age/
https://www.theatlantic.com/podcasts/archive/2024/09/capture-the-courts/679862/
https://www.theatlantic.com/podcasts/archive/2024/09/capture-the-courts/679862/
https://news.gallup.com/poll/548120/record-low-satisfied-democracy-working.aspx
https://news.gallup.com/poll/548120/record-low-satisfied-democracy-working.aspx
https://news.gallup.com/poll/548120/record-low-satisfied-democracy-working.aspx
https://rsf.org/en/usa-trump-verbally-attacked-media-more-100-times-run-election
https://rsf.org/en/usa-trump-verbally-attacked-media-more-100-times-run-election
https://pen.org/report/americas-censored-classrooms-2024/
https://pen.org/report/americas-censored-classrooms-2024/
https://www.aaup.org/article/subnational-authoritarianism-and-campaign-control-higher-education
https://www.aaup.org/article/subnational-authoritarianism-and-campaign-control-higher-education
https://www.aaup.org/article/subnational-authoritarianism-and-campaign-control-higher-education
https://progressive.org/api/content/b70e4ae4-95aa-11ec-a283-12f1225286c6/
https://progressive.org/api/content/b70e4ae4-95aa-11ec-a283-12f1225286c6/
https://progressive.org/api/content/b70e4ae4-95aa-11ec-a283-12f1225286c6/
https://democracyforward.org/updates/how-to-turn-the-page-on-attacks-on-libraries/
https://democracyforward.org/updates/how-to-turn-the-page-on-attacks-on-libraries/
https://democracyforward.org/updates/how-to-turn-the-page-on-attacks-on-libraries/
https://www.motherjones.com/politics/2024/10/donald-trump-is-running-a-disinformation-campaign/
https://www.motherjones.com/politics/2024/10/donald-trump-is-running-a-disinformation-campaign/
https://www.motherjones.com/politics/2024/10/donald-trump-is-running-a-disinformation-campaign/
https://www.motherjones.com/politics/2024/10/donald-trump-is-running-a-disinformation-campaign/
https://carnegieendowment.org/research/2024/03/closing-civic-space-in-the-united-states-connecting-the-dots-changing-the-trajectory?lang=en
https://carnegieendowment.org/research/2024/03/closing-civic-space-in-the-united-states-connecting-the-dots-changing-the-trajectory?lang=en
https://carnegieendowment.org/research/2024/03/closing-civic-space-in-the-united-states-connecting-the-dots-changing-the-trajectory?lang=en
https://carnegieendowment.org/research/2024/03/closing-civic-space-in-the-united-states-connecting-the-dots-changing-the-trajectory?lang=en
https://truthout.org/articles/trump-is-using-unitary-executive-theory-in-his-bid-to-amass-supreme-power/
https://truthout.org/articles/trump-is-using-unitary-executive-theory-in-his-bid-to-amass-supreme-power/
https://truthout.org/articles/trump-is-using-unitary-executive-theory-in-his-bid-to-amass-supreme-power/
https://www.npr.org/2024/10/21/nx-s1-5134924/trump-election-2024-kamala-harris-elizabeth-cheney-threat-civil-liberties
https://www.npr.org/2024/10/21/nx-s1-5134924/trump-election-2024-kamala-harris-elizabeth-cheney-threat-civil-liberties
https://www.npr.org/2024/10/21/nx-s1-5134924/trump-election-2024-kamala-harris-elizabeth-cheney-threat-civil-liberties
https://apnews.com/article/el-salvador-us-rubio-prison-de912f6a8199aaa7c8490585dcaa3b87
https://apnews.com/article/el-salvador-us-rubio-prison-de912f6a8199aaa7c8490585dcaa3b87
https://apnews.com/article/el-salvador-us-rubio-prison-de912f6a8199aaa7c8490585dcaa3b87
https://www.salon.com/2022/01/15/how-the-states-have-become-laboratories-of-autocracy--and-why-its-worse-than-you-think/
https://www.salon.com/2022/01/15/how-the-states-have-become-laboratories-of-autocracy--and-why-its-worse-than-you-think/
https://www.salon.com/2022/01/15/how-the-states-have-become-laboratories-of-autocracy--and-why-its-worse-than-you-think/
https://www.salon.com/2022/01/15/how-the-states-have-become-laboratories-of-autocracy--and-why-its-worse-than-you-think/
https://www.blitzwatch.org/
https://www.blitzwatch.org/
https://www.newyorker.com/news/the-political-scene/the-political-strategy-of-ron-desantiss-dont-say-gay-bill
https://www.newyorker.com/news/the-political-scene/the-political-strategy-of-ron-desantiss-dont-say-gay-bill
https://www.newyorker.com/news/the-political-scene/the-political-strategy-of-ron-desantiss-dont-say-gay-bill
https://www.newyorker.com/news/the-political-scene/the-political-strategy-of-ron-desantiss-dont-say-gay-bill
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=sphY--U72P8
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=sphY--U72P8
https://protectdemocracy.org/work/authoritarianism-explained/
https://protectdemocracy.org/work/authoritarianism-explained/
https://www.politico.com/news/magazine/2024/11/23/trump-autocrat-elections-00191281
https://www.politico.com/news/magazine/2024/11/23/trump-autocrat-elections-00191281
https://www.politico.com/news/magazine/2024/11/23/trump-autocrat-elections-00191281
https://www.npr.org/2024/09/13/g-s1-22583/trump-great-replacement-conspiracy-theory
https://www.npr.org/2024/09/13/g-s1-22583/trump-great-replacement-conspiracy-theory
https://www.motherjones.com/politics/2024/08/trump-migrants-invasion-rhetoric-violence-stochastic-terrorism/
https://www.motherjones.com/politics/2024/08/trump-migrants-invasion-rhetoric-violence-stochastic-terrorism/
https://www.motherjones.com/politics/2024/08/trump-migrants-invasion-rhetoric-violence-stochastic-terrorism/
https://politicalresearch.org/2024/06/06/how-right-sets-mood
https://politicalresearch.org/2024/06/06/how-right-sets-mood
https://www.pewresearch.org/short-reads/2014/12/22/less-than-half-of-u-s-kids-today-live-in-a-traditional-family/
https://www.pewresearch.org/short-reads/2014/12/22/less-than-half-of-u-s-kids-today-live-in-a-traditional-family/
https://www.pewresearch.org/short-reads/2014/12/22/less-than-half-of-u-s-kids-today-live-in-a-traditional-family/
https://lucid.substack.com/p/the-republican-war-on-women-is-straight
https://lucid.substack.com/p/the-republican-war-on-women-is-straight
https://www.theguardian.com/commentisfree/2024/nov/01/maga-trump-men-supporters-womens-rights
https://www.theguardian.com/commentisfree/2024/nov/01/maga-trump-men-supporters-womens-rights
https://www.theguardian.com/commentisfree/2024/nov/01/maga-trump-men-supporters-womens-rights
https://www.acslaw.org/expertforum/we-are-all-transgender-now-on-resisting-tyranny/
https://www.acslaw.org/expertforum/we-are-all-transgender-now-on-resisting-tyranny/
https://www.acslaw.org/expertforum/we-are-all-transgender-now-on-resisting-tyranny/
https://www.npr.org/2025/02/07/g-s1-46893/trump-anti-trans-rights-executive-action-gender-ideology-confusion
https://www.npr.org/2025/02/07/g-s1-46893/trump-anti-trans-rights-executive-action-gender-ideology-confusion
https://www.npr.org/2025/02/07/g-s1-46893/trump-anti-trans-rights-executive-action-gender-ideology-confusion
https://www.theguardian.com/us-news/2025/jan/20/trump-executive-order-gender-sex
https://www.theguardian.com/us-news/2025/jan/20/trump-executive-order-gender-sex
https://www.theguardian.com/us-news/2025/jan/20/trump-executive-order-gender-sex
https://theloop.ecpr.eu/genderwashing-or-genderbashing-reconciling-the-different-faces-of-modern-autocrats/
https://theloop.ecpr.eu/genderwashing-or-genderbashing-reconciling-the-different-faces-of-modern-autocrats/
https://theloop.ecpr.eu/genderwashing-or-genderbashing-reconciling-the-different-faces-of-modern-autocrats/
https://theloop.ecpr.eu/genderwashing-or-genderbashing-reconciling-the-different-faces-of-modern-autocrats/
https://forgeorganizing.org/article/pinkwashing-101-how-israel-turned-gay-pride-occasion-oppression
https://forgeorganizing.org/article/pinkwashing-101-how-israel-turned-gay-pride-occasion-oppression
https://forgeorganizing.org/article/pinkwashing-101-how-israel-turned-gay-pride-occasion-oppression
https://doi.org/10.1177/0010414018797954
https://doi.org/10.1177/0010414018797954
https://www.jstor.org/stable/26563456
https://www.amnesty.org/en/latest/news/2021/07/turkeys-withdrawal-from-the-istanbul-convention-rallies-the-fight-for-womens-rights-across-the-world-2/
https://www.amnesty.org/en/latest/news/2021/07/turkeys-withdrawal-from-the-istanbul-convention-rallies-the-fight-for-womens-rights-across-the-world-2/
https://www.amnesty.org/en/latest/news/2021/07/turkeys-withdrawal-from-the-istanbul-convention-rallies-the-fight-for-womens-rights-across-the-world-2/
https://www.amnesty.org/en/latest/news/2021/07/turkeys-withdrawal-from-the-istanbul-convention-rallies-the-fight-for-womens-rights-across-the-world-2/
https://allornone.world/2023/05/26/rights-for-me-not-for-thee-how-anti-trans-feminists-took-their-advocacy-to-the-united-nations/
https://allornone.world/2023/05/26/rights-for-me-not-for-thee-how-anti-trans-feminists-took-their-advocacy-to-the-united-nations/
https://allornone.world/2023/05/26/rights-for-me-not-for-thee-how-anti-trans-feminists-took-their-advocacy-to-the-united-nations/
https://allornone.world/2023/05/26/rights-for-me-not-for-thee-how-anti-trans-feminists-took-their-advocacy-to-the-united-nations/
https://www.nbcnews.com/think/opinion/trump-s-repeated-use-mexican-rapist-trope-old-racist-colonialism-ncna863451
https://www.nbcnews.com/think/opinion/trump-s-repeated-use-mexican-rapist-trope-old-racist-colonialism-ncna863451
https://www.nbcnews.com/think/opinion/trump-s-repeated-use-mexican-rapist-trope-old-racist-colonialism-ncna863451
https://wisconsinexaminer.com/2024/01/29/trump-knows-exactly-what-poisoning-the-blood-or-our-country-meant/
https://wisconsinexaminer.com/2024/01/29/trump-knows-exactly-what-poisoning-the-blood-or-our-country-meant/
https://wisconsinexaminer.com/2024/01/29/trump-knows-exactly-what-poisoning-the-blood-or-our-country-meant/
https://politicalresearch.org/2024/05/17/global-trail-violence
https://politicalresearch.org/2024/05/17/global-trail-violence
https://www.aljazeera.com/features/2015/10/28/rape-used-as-a-weapon-in-myanmar-to-ignite-fear
https://www.aljazeera.com/features/2015/10/28/rape-used-as-a-weapon-in-myanmar-to-ignite-fear
https://www.aljazeera.com/features/2015/10/28/rape-used-as-a-weapon-in-myanmar-to-ignite-fear
https://www.ohchr.org/en/press-releases/2024/08/israels-escalating-use-torture-against-palestinians-custody-preventable
https://www.ohchr.org/en/press-releases/2024/08/israels-escalating-use-torture-against-palestinians-custody-preventable
https://www.ohchr.org/en/press-releases/2024/08/israels-escalating-use-torture-against-palestinians-custody-preventable
https://www.npr.org/2024/09/10/nx-s1-5107967/viktor-orban-hungary-donald-trump-presidential-debate
https://www.npr.org/2024/09/10/nx-s1-5107967/viktor-orban-hungary-donald-trump-presidential-debate
https://www.npr.org/2024/09/10/nx-s1-5107967/viktor-orban-hungary-donald-trump-presidential-debate
https://lucid.substack.com/p/authoritarianism-is-not-inevitable
https://lucid.substack.com/p/authoritarianism-is-not-inevitable
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2013/jun/11/russia-law-banning-gay-propaganda
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2013/jun/11/russia-law-banning-gay-propaganda
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2013/jun/11/russia-law-banning-gay-propaganda
https://www.hrw.org/news/2024/02/15/russia-first-convictions-under-lgbt-extremist-ruling
https://www.hrw.org/news/2024/02/15/russia-first-convictions-under-lgbt-extremist-ruling
https://www.hrw.org/news/2024/02/15/russia-first-convictions-under-lgbt-extremist-ruling
https://www.hrw.org/the-day-in-human-rights/2024/10/21
https://www.hrw.org/the-day-in-human-rights/2024/10/21
https://www.politico.com/news/magazine/2020/08/07/wedge-issue-dividing-trumpworld-392323
https://www.politico.com/news/magazine/2020/08/07/wedge-issue-dividing-trumpworld-392323
https://www.politico.com/news/magazine/2020/08/07/wedge-issue-dividing-trumpworld-392323
https://www.politico.com/story/2016/06/donald-trump-gay-rights-224343
https://www.politico.com/story/2016/06/donald-trump-gay-rights-224343
https://www.politico.com/story/2016/06/donald-trump-gay-rights-224343

endnotes

Campaign’s Closing Argument,” AP News,
November 1, 2024, https://apnews.com/arti-
cle/trump-harris-transgender-politics-61cf-
fo7a64facs81ffcsf762bescs7d3.

71 GLAAD, “Fact Sheet: Donald Trump on
LGBTQ Issues: Transgender Americans,” Au-
gust 20, 2024, https://glaad.org/fact-sheet-
trump-transgender/.

72 Aja Romano, “Trump’s New Attack
on Trans People Is Pure Scapegoating,”
Vox, October 30, 2024, https:/www.vox.
com/2024-elections/380861/trump-trans-
phobic-anti-trans-ads-scapegoating.

73 Jonathan Cooper, “Who Does Trump
See as ‘Enemies from Within'?” AP News,
October 26, 2024, https://apnews.com/
article/donald-trump-enemies-from-with-
in-5c4a34776469a55e71d3ba4d4e68cf62.

74 Annie Wilkinson, “‘Gender Ideology’ as
Modular Discourse: A Transatlantic Survey
of Activism against Gender,” in The Hand-
book of Global Sexualities, edited by Ryan
Thoreson, Zowie Davy, Ana Cristina Santos,
Chiara Bertone, and Saskia Wieringa, 2020,
https://doi.org/10.4135/9781529714364.n35.
75 Eszter Kovats and Maari P6im, eds. Gen-
der as Symbolic Glue: The Position and Role of
Conservative and Far Right Parties in the An-
ti-Gender Mobilizations in Europe, (Bruxelles
u.a.: Foundation for European Progressive
Studies, 2015), http://library.fes.de /pdf-files/
bueros/budapest/11382.pdf.

76 Weronika Grzebalska, Eszter Kovats, and
Andrea Petd, “Gender as Symbolic Glue: How
‘Gender’ Became an Umbrella Term for the Re-
jection of the (Neo)Liberal Order,” Political Cri-
tique, January 13, 2017, https://politicalcritique.
org/long-read/2017/gender-as-symbolic-glue-
how-gender-became-an-umbrella-term-for-
the-rejection-of-the-neoliberal-order/.

77 Annie Wilkinson, “Gender as Death
Threat to the Family: How the ‘Security
Frame' Shapes Anti-Gender Activism in
Mexico,” International Feminist Journal of Pol-
itics 23, no. 4 (August 8, 2021): 535-57, https://
doi.org/10.1080/14616742.2021.1957974.

78 Agnieszka Graff and Elzbieta Korol-
czuk, Anti-Gender Politics in the Populist Mo-
ment, (Taylor & Francis, 2022), https://doi.
0rg/10.4324/9781003133520.

79 Associated Press, “Argentines Protest
President Milei's Diatribe against ‘wokeism’ at
Davos,” AP News, February 1, 2025, https://ap-
news.com/article /argentina-milei-davos-pro-
test-lgbtq-32104fd11a76d1cf55817bb2bafdc3s4.
80 Saskia Brechenmacher, Erin Jones, and
Ozge Zihnioglu, “On the Front Lines: Wom-
en's Mobilization for Democracy in an Era
of Backsliding,” Carnegie Endowment for
International Peace, March 21, 2024, https://
carnegieendowment.org/research/2024/03/
on-the-front-lines-womens-mobiliza-
tion-for-democracy-in-an-era-of-backslid-
ing?lang=en#womens-resilience-in-the-be-
larusian-prodemocratic-movement-from-
grassroots-to-leadership-roles.

81 Ozge Zihnioglu, Erin Jones, and Saskia
Brechenmacher, “Women’s Roles in An-
ti-Authoritarian Resistance,” The Loop (blog),
March 5, 2024, https://theloop.ecpr.eu/wom-
ens-roles-in-anti-authoritarian-resistance/.
82 Erica Chenoweth and Zoe Marks, “Re-
venge of the Patriarchs: Why Autocrats Fear
Women Essays,” Foreign Affairs 101, no. 2
(March/April 2022): 103-116, https://www.for-
eignaffairs.com/articles/china/2022-02-08/
women-rights-revenge-patriarchs.

Canaries in the Classroom

1 Kentucky Students First, one of several
501(c)(4) organizations that offered financial
support to the pro-Amendment side, mailed
the flyer to Kentucky residents in October
2024. Tom Loftus, “Millions of Dollars Pour in
From Outside Kentucky to Influence Voters on
School Funding Amendment,” Kentucky Lan-
tern, October 31, 2024, https://kentuckylan-

tern.com/2024/10/31/millions-of-dollars-
pour-in-from-outside-kentucky-to-influence
voters-on-school-funding-amendment/.

2 The actual language of the referendum
was: “The General Assembly may provide fi-
nancial support for the education of students
outside the system of common schools. The
General Assembly may exercise this authority
by law, Sections 59, 60, 171, 183, 184, 186, and
189 of this Constitution notwithstanding.”

3 The proposed amendment stated that
“nothing in this Constitution shall be con-
strued to secure or protect a right to abortion
or require the funding of abortion.”

4 Hannah Pinski, “Kentucky Amend-
ment 2 Fails in 2024 Election,” Louisville
Courier Journal, November 6, 2024, https://
www.courier-journal.com/story/news/
politics/elections/2024/11/08/2024-elec-
tion-results-kentucky-why-amendment-2-
failed/76110589007/.

5 Ian Karbal, “West Virginia 2022 election:
Republicans expand majorities, amendments
defeated,” Mountain State Spotlight, Novem-
ber 9, 2022, https:/mountainstatespotlight.
org/2022/11/09/wv-2022-election-re-
cap-amendments-defeated/ The defeated ref-
erendum stated: “The purpose of this amend-
ment is to clarify that the rules and policies
promulgated by the State Board of Education,
are subject to legislative review, approval,
amendment or rejection.”

6 Eli Hager and Jeremy Schwartz, “Despite
Trump'’s Win, School Vouchers Were Again Re-
jected by Majorities of Voters,” ProPublica, No-
vember 8, 2024, https://www.propublica.org/
article/school-vouchers-2024-election-trump.
7 Josh Cowen, The Privateers: How Billion-
aires Created a Culture War and Sold School
Vouchers (Harvard UP, 2024), 120.

8 Jennifer Berry Hawes and Mollie Simon,
“Segregation Academies Across the South
Are Getting Millions in Taxpayer Dollars,”
ProPublica, November 18, 2024, https://www.
propublica.org/article/segregation-acade-
mies-school-voucher-money-north-caroli-
na; Mimi Swartz, “The Campaign to Sabo-
tage Texas's Public Schools,” Texas Monthly,
March 2023, https://www.texasmonthly.
com/news-politics/campaign-to-sabo-
tage-texas-public-schools/; Caleb Gayle,
“Could This Tiny School Break Down the
Wall Between Church and State,” New York
Times Magazine, December 12, 2024, https://
www.nytimes.com/2024/12/12/magazine/
religion-oklahoma-public-schools.html.

9 Agnieszka Graff and Elzbieta Korolczuk, An-
ti-Gender Politics in the Populist Moment (Rout-
ledge, 2022); Aiko Holvikivi, Billy Holzberg and
Tomas Ojeda, eds., Transnational Anti-Gender
Politics: Feminist Solidarity in Times of Global At-
tacks (Palgrave Macmillan Press, 2024).

10 “System Failure: What the 2020 Prima-
ry Elections reveal about our democracy,”
Reflective Democracy Campaign, May 2021,
https://wholeads.us/research/system-fail-
ure-2020-primary-elections/.

11 For histories of Heritage and its attacks
on public education, see Carol Mason, Read-
ing Appalachia from Left to Right: Conserva-
tives and the 1974 Kanawha County Textbook
Controversy (Cornell University Press, 2009);
Nancy MacLean, Democracy in Chains: The
Deep History of the Radical Right’s Stealth Plan
for America (Viking Press, 2017).

12 Paul Dans and Steven Groves, Project
2025: Mandate for Leadership, the Conserva-
tive Promise (The Heritage Foundation, 2023),
Foreword by Kevin Roberts, 5, https://static.
project2025.0rg/2025_MandateForLeader-
ship_FULL.pdf.

13 Peter Beinart, “The New Authoritarians
Are Waging War on Women,” The Atlantic,
January/February 2019, https://www.theat-
lantic.com/magazine/archive/2019/01/au-
thoritarian-sexism-trump-duterte/576382/.
14 Melissa Gira Grant, “The Right Is Win-

ning Its War on Schools,” The New Republic,
January 4, 2024, https://newrepublic.com/
article/177563 /right-winning-war-schools.
15 Tressie McMillan Cottom, “How an
Empty Internet Gave Us Tradwives and
Trump,” The New York Times, November 21,
2024, https://www.nytimes.com/2024/11/21/
opinion/trump-trad-wives-podcasters-well-
ness.html; Mariel Cooksey, “Why Are Gen
Z Girls Attracted to the Tradwife Lifestyle?”
The Public Eye (Spring/Summer 2021),
July 29, 2021, https://politicalresearch.
org/2021/07/29/why-are-gen-z-girls-attract-
ed-tradwife-lifestyle.

16 For gender ideology as phantasm and
threat, see Judith Butler, Who's Afraid of Gen-
der? (Macmillan Publishers, 2024).

17 For gender as connector in international
rightwing electoral politics, see Eszter Kovats
and Maari Poim, Gender as Symbolic Glue:
The Position and Role of the Conservative and
Far Right Parties in the Anti-Gender Mobili-
zations of Europe (Foundation for European
Progressive Studies, 2015).

18 Ruth Ben-Ghiat, “The Right's War on Uni-
versities,” New York Review of Books, Octo-
ber 15 2020, https://www.nybooks.com/on-
line/2020/10/15/the-rights-war-on-universities/.
19 Project 2025, 5.

20 Ruth Ben-Ghiat, “How Authoritarians
Target Universities,” Substack, September 1,
2024, https://lucid.substack.com/p/how-au-
thoritarians-target-universities.

21 Neil Datta, Tip of the Iceberg: Religious Ex-
tremist Funders against Human Rights for Sexu-
ality and Reproductive Health in Europe, 2009-
2018 (European Parliamentary Forum, June
2021), https://www.epfweb.org/node/837.

22 For accounts of Heritage's history in
West Virginia, see Mason, Reading Appa-
lachia; Kyle Vass, “West Virginia textbook
battle shows how GOP turned its image from
‘blue blood to blue collar,” The Guardian, No-
vember 25, 2021, https://www.theguardian.
com/world/2021/nov/25/west-virginia-text-
book-battle-gop-blue-collar.

23 W.E.B. Du Bois, “Reconstruction and its
Benefits,” American Historical Review, Vol. 15,
No. 4 (July 1910), 795-798; James D. Ander-
son, “A Long Shadow: The American Pursuit
of Political Justice and Education Equality,”
Educational Researcher, Vol. 44, No. 6 (Au-
gust/September 2015), 324-325.

24 Mason, Reading Appalachia, 3.

25 Mason, Reading Appalachia, 91-131.

26 Connaught Marshner, Blackboard Tyran-
ny (Arlington House, 1978), 231.

27 Vass, “West Virginia Textbook Battle;”
Mason, Reading Appalachia, 172-177; Rick
Perlstein, The Invisible Bridge: The Fall of Nix-
on and the Rise of Reagan (Simon & Schuster,
2015), 286-325.

28 Jessica Wilkerson, To Live Here, You Have
to Fight: How Women Led Appalachian Move-
ments for Social Justice (University of Illinois
Press, 2019).

29 Cowen, The Privateers, 128-131.

30 Aly Shaw, “Billionaires Yass, DeVos Team
Up to Dismantle Public Schools Across the
US,” LittleSis, March 7, 2024, https://littlesis.
org/news/billionaires-yass-devos-team-up-
to-dismantle-public-schools-across-the-us/.
31 American Legislative Exchange Coun-
cil (ALEC), 50 Years, 50 States: 2023 An-
nual Report, 18, https://alec.org/publica-
tion/2023-alec-annual-report/.

32 More Perfect Union, “We Uncovered a
Shocking Right-Wing Plot to Eradicate Public
Schools,” YouTube, October 2, 2023, https://
www.youtube.com/watch?v=HKfigthvkDc,
(time stamp: 5:06); Andy Kroll and Nick
Surgey, “Inside Ziklag, the Secret Organiza-
tion of Wealthy Christians Trying to Sway the
Election and Change the County,” ProPublica,
July 13, 2024, https://www.propublica.org/
article/inside-ziklag-secret-christian-chari-
ty-2024-election.

33 Sonia Corréa, David Paternotte and Ro-
man Kuhar, “The globalisation of anti-gen-
der campaigns,” International Politics and So-
ciety, May 31, 2018, https://www.ips-journal.
eu/topics/democracy-and-society/the-glo-
balisation-of-anti-gender-campaigns-2761/.
34 Cowen, The Privateers, 27; Gillian Kane,
“Project 2025 is Already Here,” In These Times,
April 25, 2024, https://inthesetimes.com/
article/project-2025-protego-trump-hu-
ber-abortion.

35 Kane, “Project 2025.”

36 For race and gender data in state legis-
latures, see Center for American Woman
and Politics (https://cawp.rutgers.edu/facts/
state-state-information /west-virginia) and
the Reflective Democracy Campaign (https://
wholeads.us/).

37 “Update: West Virginia to Become 26th
Right-to-Work State,” AP WSAZ3, February 12,
2016, https://www.wsaz.com/content/news/
Republican-led-Legislature-pushing-to-make-
West-Virginia-right-to-work-state-367724151.
html; Steven Allen Adams, “West Virginia's
first public charter schools approved under
lawsuit cloud,” Parkersburg News and Sentinel,
November 11, 2021, https://www.newsandsen-
tinel.com/news/local-news/2021/11 /west-vir-
ginias-first-public-charter-schools-approved-
under-lawsuit-cloud/.

38 AdamKissel, “Putting Public Colleges on
the Path to Privatization,” The Heritage Foun-
dation, July 16, 2024, https://www.heritage.
org/education/commentary/putting-pub-
lic-colleges-path-privatization; Steven Allen
Adams, “With Little Fanfare, West Virginia's
Charter School Board are Appointed by Gov-
ernor Jim Justice,” The Wheeling Intelligencer,
August 13, 2021, https://www.wvnews.com/
with-little-fanfare-west-virginias-charter-
school-board-members-are-appointed-by-
gov-jim-justice3/article_ofedc820-fc54-11eb-
bsfg-e700e6458a61.html.

39 Lisa Peet, “Criminal Liability Protections
for Library Employees Eliminated Under
Proposed West Virginia Legislation,” Library
Journal, February 29, 2024, https://www.li-
braryjournal.com/story/criminal-liability-pro-
tections-for-library-employees-eliminated-un-
der-proposed-west-virginia-legislation.

40 Steven Allen Adams, “Bragging Rights:
Republicans Maintain Supermajority in West
Virginia,” Parkersburg News and Sentinel,
November 9, 2024, https://www.newsand-
sentinel.com/news/local-news/2024/11/
bragging-rights-republicans-maintain-su-
permajority-in-west-virginia-legislature/.

41 Steven Allen Adams, “Crossover Day:
West Virginia House works through long
list of bills,” Parkersburg News and Sentinel,
February 29, 2024, https://www.newsand-
sentinel.com/news/local-news/2024/02/
crossover-day-west-virginia-house-works-
through-long-list-of-bills/.

42 Leann Ray, “The Hope Scholarship
will continue to hurt West Virginia public
schools,” West Virginia Watch, June 4, 2024,
https://westvirginiawatch.com/2024/06/04/
the-hope-scholarship-will-continue-to-hurt-
west-virginia-public-schools/.

43 Nadia Scharf, “Kentucky’s Anti-LGBTQ
“Parental Rights” Law is a Disaster for Fam-
ilies, Teachers, and Kids,” The Nation, August
11, 2023, https://www.thenation.com/article/
politics/kentucky-anti-lgbtg-trans-parental-
rights-law-sb150/.

44 Glenn Daigon, “Why Red States Are
Blocking New School Voucher Programs,”
Progressive Magazine, July 3, 2023, https:/
progressive.org/public-schools-advocate/
why-red-states-are-blocking-new-school-
voucher-programs-daigon-230703/.

45 Jason Bailey, Dustin Pugel, Joanna Lefeb-
vre and Pam Thomas, “The Impact of Divert-
ing Public Money to Private School Vouchers
in Kentucky,” Kentucky Center for Economic
Policy, July 15, 2024, https://kypolicy.org/

36 - The Public Eye

WINTER/SPRING 2025


https://apnews.com/article/trump-harris-transgender-politics-61cff97a64fac581ffc5f762be4c57d3
https://apnews.com/article/trump-harris-transgender-politics-61cff97a64fac581ffc5f762be4c57d3
https://apnews.com/article/trump-harris-transgender-politics-61cff97a64fac581ffc5f762be4c57d3
https://glaad.org/fact-sheet-trump-transgender/
https://glaad.org/fact-sheet-trump-transgender/
https://www.vox.com/2024-elections/380861/trump-transphobic-anti-trans-ads-scapegoating
https://www.vox.com/2024-elections/380861/trump-transphobic-anti-trans-ads-scapegoating
https://www.vox.com/2024-elections/380861/trump-transphobic-anti-trans-ads-scapegoating
https://apnews.com/article/donald-trump-enemies-from-within-5c4a34776469a55e71d3ba4d4e68cf62
https://apnews.com/article/donald-trump-enemies-from-within-5c4a34776469a55e71d3ba4d4e68cf62
https://apnews.com/article/donald-trump-enemies-from-within-5c4a34776469a55e71d3ba4d4e68cf62
https://doi.org/10.4135/9781529714364.n35
http://library.fes.de/pdf-files/bueros/budapest/11382.pdf
http://library.fes.de/pdf-files/bueros/budapest/11382.pdf
https://politicalcritique.org/long-read/2017/gender-as-symbolic-glue-how-gender-became-an-umbrella-term-for-the-rejection-of-the-neoliberal-order/
https://politicalcritique.org/long-read/2017/gender-as-symbolic-glue-how-gender-became-an-umbrella-term-for-the-rejection-of-the-neoliberal-order/
https://politicalcritique.org/long-read/2017/gender-as-symbolic-glue-how-gender-became-an-umbrella-term-for-the-rejection-of-the-neoliberal-order/
https://politicalcritique.org/long-read/2017/gender-as-symbolic-glue-how-gender-became-an-umbrella-term-for-the-rejection-of-the-neoliberal-order/
https://doi.org/10.1080/14616742.2021.1957974
https://doi.org/10.1080/14616742.2021.1957974
https://doi.org/10.4324/9781003133520
https://doi.org/10.4324/9781003133520
https://apnews.com/article/argentina-milei-davos-protest-lgbtq-32104fd11a76d1cf55817bb2bafdc354
https://apnews.com/article/argentina-milei-davos-protest-lgbtq-32104fd11a76d1cf55817bb2bafdc354
https://apnews.com/article/argentina-milei-davos-protest-lgbtq-32104fd11a76d1cf55817bb2bafdc354
https://theloop.ecpr.eu/womens-roles-in-anti-authoritarian-resistance/
https://theloop.ecpr.eu/womens-roles-in-anti-authoritarian-resistance/
https://www.foreignaffairs.com/articles/china/2022-02-08/women-rights-revenge-patriarchs
https://www.foreignaffairs.com/articles/china/2022-02-08/women-rights-revenge-patriarchs
https://www.foreignaffairs.com/articles/china/2022-02-08/women-rights-revenge-patriarchs
https://kentuckylantern.com/2024/10/31/millions-of-dollars-pour-in-from-outside-kentucky-to-influence%20voters-on-school-funding-amendment/
https://kentuckylantern.com/2024/10/31/millions-of-dollars-pour-in-from-outside-kentucky-to-influence%20voters-on-school-funding-amendment/
https://kentuckylantern.com/2024/10/31/millions-of-dollars-pour-in-from-outside-kentucky-to-influence%20voters-on-school-funding-amendment/
https://kentuckylantern.com/2024/10/31/millions-of-dollars-pour-in-from-outside-kentucky-to-influence%20voters-on-school-funding-amendment/
https://www.courier-journal.com/story/news/politics/elections/2024/11/08/2024-election-results-kentucky-why-amendment-2-failed/76110589007/
https://www.courier-journal.com/story/news/politics/elections/2024/11/08/2024-election-results-kentucky-why-amendment-2-failed/76110589007/
https://www.courier-journal.com/story/news/politics/elections/2024/11/08/2024-election-results-kentucky-why-amendment-2-failed/76110589007/
https://www.courier-journal.com/story/news/politics/elections/2024/11/08/2024-election-results-kentucky-why-amendment-2-failed/76110589007/
https://www.courier-journal.com/story/news/politics/elections/2024/11/08/2024-election-results-kentucky-why-amendment-2-failed/76110589007/
https://mountainstatespotlight.org/2022/11/09/wv-2022-election-recap-amendments-defeated/
https://mountainstatespotlight.org/2022/11/09/wv-2022-election-recap-amendments-defeated/
https://mountainstatespotlight.org/2022/11/09/wv-2022-election-recap-amendments-defeated/
https://www.propublica.org/article/school-vouchers-2024-election-trump
https://www.propublica.org/article/school-vouchers-2024-election-trump
https://www.propublica.org/article/segregation-academies-school-voucher-money-north-carolina
https://www.propublica.org/article/segregation-academies-school-voucher-money-north-carolina
https://www.propublica.org/article/segregation-academies-school-voucher-money-north-carolina
https://www.propublica.org/article/segregation-academies-school-voucher-money-north-carolina
https://www.texasmonthly.com/news-politics/campaign-to-sabotage-texas-public-schools/
https://www.texasmonthly.com/news-politics/campaign-to-sabotage-texas-public-schools/
https://www.texasmonthly.com/news-politics/campaign-to-sabotage-texas-public-schools/
https://www.nytimes.com/2024/12/12/magazine/religion-oklahoma-public-schools.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2024/12/12/magazine/religion-oklahoma-public-schools.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2024/12/12/magazine/religion-oklahoma-public-schools.html
https://wholeads.us/research/system-failure-2020-primary-elections/
https://wholeads.us/research/system-failure-2020-primary-elections/
https://static.project2025.org/2025_MandateForLeadership_FULL.pdf
https://static.project2025.org/2025_MandateForLeadership_FULL.pdf
https://static.project2025.org/2025_MandateForLeadership_FULL.pdf
https://www.theatlantic.com/magazine/archive/2019/01/authoritarian-sexism-trump-duterte/576382/
https://www.theatlantic.com/magazine/archive/2019/01/authoritarian-sexism-trump-duterte/576382/
https://www.theatlantic.com/magazine/archive/2019/01/authoritarian-sexism-trump-duterte/576382/
https://newrepublic.com/article/177563/right-winning-war-schools
https://newrepublic.com/article/177563/right-winning-war-schools
https://www.nytimes.com/2024/11/21/opinion/trump-trad-wives-podcasters-wellness.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2024/11/21/opinion/trump-trad-wives-podcasters-wellness.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2024/11/21/opinion/trump-trad-wives-podcasters-wellness.html
https://politicalresearch.org/2021/07/29/why-are-gen-z-girls-attracted-tradwife-lifestyle
https://politicalresearch.org/2021/07/29/why-are-gen-z-girls-attracted-tradwife-lifestyle
https://politicalresearch.org/2021/07/29/why-are-gen-z-girls-attracted-tradwife-lifestyle
https://www.nybooks.com/online/2020/10/15/the-rights-war-on-universities/
https://www.nybooks.com/online/2020/10/15/the-rights-war-on-universities/
https://lucid.substack.com/p/how-authoritarians-target-universities?utm_source=post-email-title&publication_id=300941&post_id=148322487&utm_campaign=email-post-title&isFreemail=true&r=kdkf7&triedRedirect=true&utm_medium=email
https://lucid.substack.com/p/how-authoritarians-target-universities?utm_source=post-email-title&publication_id=300941&post_id=148322487&utm_campaign=email-post-title&isFreemail=true&r=kdkf7&triedRedirect=true&utm_medium=email
https://www.epfweb.org/node/837
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2021/nov/25/west-virginia-textbook-battle-gop-blue-collar
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2021/nov/25/west-virginia-textbook-battle-gop-blue-collar
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2021/nov/25/west-virginia-textbook-battle-gop-blue-collar
https://littlesis.org/news/billionaires-yass-devos-team-up-to-dismantle-public-schools-across-the-us/
https://littlesis.org/news/billionaires-yass-devos-team-up-to-dismantle-public-schools-across-the-us/
https://littlesis.org/news/billionaires-yass-devos-team-up-to-dismantle-public-schools-across-the-us/
https://alec.org/publication/2023-alec-annual-report/
https://alec.org/publication/2023-alec-annual-report/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=HKfi4thvkDc
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=HKfi4thvkDc
https://www.propublica.org/article/inside-ziklag-secret-christian-charity-2024-election
https://www.propublica.org/article/inside-ziklag-secret-christian-charity-2024-election
https://www.propublica.org/article/inside-ziklag-secret-christian-charity-2024-election
https://www.ips-journal.eu/topics/democracy-and-society/the-globalisation-of-anti-gender-campaigns-2761/
https://www.ips-journal.eu/topics/democracy-and-society/the-globalisation-of-anti-gender-campaigns-2761/
https://www.ips-journal.eu/topics/democracy-and-society/the-globalisation-of-anti-gender-campaigns-2761/
https://inthesetimes.com/article/project-2025-protego-trump-huber-abortion
https://inthesetimes.com/article/project-2025-protego-trump-huber-abortion
https://inthesetimes.com/article/project-2025-protego-trump-huber-abortion
https://cawp.rutgers.edu/facts/state-state-information/west-virginia
https://cawp.rutgers.edu/facts/state-state-information/west-virginia
https://wholeads.us/
https://wholeads.us/
https://www.wsaz.com/content/news/Republican-led-Legislature-pushing-to-make-West-Virginia-right-to-work-state-367724151.html
https://www.wsaz.com/content/news/Republican-led-Legislature-pushing-to-make-West-Virginia-right-to-work-state-367724151.html
https://www.wsaz.com/content/news/Republican-led-Legislature-pushing-to-make-West-Virginia-right-to-work-state-367724151.html
https://www.wsaz.com/content/news/Republican-led-Legislature-pushing-to-make-West-Virginia-right-to-work-state-367724151.html
https://www.newsandsentinel.com/news/local-news/2021/11/west-virginias-first-public-charter-schools-approved-under-lawsuit-cloud/
https://www.newsandsentinel.com/news/local-news/2021/11/west-virginias-first-public-charter-schools-approved-under-lawsuit-cloud/
https://www.newsandsentinel.com/news/local-news/2021/11/west-virginias-first-public-charter-schools-approved-under-lawsuit-cloud/
https://www.newsandsentinel.com/news/local-news/2021/11/west-virginias-first-public-charter-schools-approved-under-lawsuit-cloud/
https://www.heritage.org/education/commentary/putting-public-colleges-path-privatization
https://www.heritage.org/education/commentary/putting-public-colleges-path-privatization
https://www.heritage.org/education/commentary/putting-public-colleges-path-privatization
https://www.wvnews.com/with-little-fanfare-west-virginias-charter-school-board-members-are-appointed-by-gov-jim-justice3/article_9fedc820-fc54-11eb-b8f9-e700e6458a61.html
https://www.wvnews.com/with-little-fanfare-west-virginias-charter-school-board-members-are-appointed-by-gov-jim-justice3/article_9fedc820-fc54-11eb-b8f9-e700e6458a61.html
https://www.wvnews.com/with-little-fanfare-west-virginias-charter-school-board-members-are-appointed-by-gov-jim-justice3/article_9fedc820-fc54-11eb-b8f9-e700e6458a61.html
https://www.wvnews.com/with-little-fanfare-west-virginias-charter-school-board-members-are-appointed-by-gov-jim-justice3/article_9fedc820-fc54-11eb-b8f9-e700e6458a61.html
https://www.wvnews.com/with-little-fanfare-west-virginias-charter-school-board-members-are-appointed-by-gov-jim-justice3/article_9fedc820-fc54-11eb-b8f9-e700e6458a61.html
https://www.libraryjournal.com/story/criminal-liability-protections-for-library-employees-eliminated-under-proposed-west-virginia-legislation
https://www.libraryjournal.com/story/criminal-liability-protections-for-library-employees-eliminated-under-proposed-west-virginia-legislation
https://www.libraryjournal.com/story/criminal-liability-protections-for-library-employees-eliminated-under-proposed-west-virginia-legislation
https://www.libraryjournal.com/story/criminal-liability-protections-for-library-employees-eliminated-under-proposed-west-virginia-legislation
https://www.newsandsentinel.com/news/local-news/2024/11/bragging-rights-republicans-maintain-supermajority-in-west-virginia-legislature/
https://www.newsandsentinel.com/news/local-news/2024/11/bragging-rights-republicans-maintain-supermajority-in-west-virginia-legislature/
https://www.newsandsentinel.com/news/local-news/2024/11/bragging-rights-republicans-maintain-supermajority-in-west-virginia-legislature/
https://www.newsandsentinel.com/news/local-news/2024/11/bragging-rights-republicans-maintain-supermajority-in-west-virginia-legislature/
https://www.newsandsentinel.com/news/local-news/2024/02/crossover-day-west-virginia-house-works-through-long-list-of-bills/
https://www.newsandsentinel.com/news/local-news/2024/02/crossover-day-west-virginia-house-works-through-long-list-of-bills/
https://www.newsandsentinel.com/news/local-news/2024/02/crossover-day-west-virginia-house-works-through-long-list-of-bills/
https://www.newsandsentinel.com/news/local-news/2024/02/crossover-day-west-virginia-house-works-through-long-list-of-bills/
https://westvirginiawatch.com/2024/06/04/the-hope-scholarship-will-continue-to-hurt-west-virginia-public-schools/
https://westvirginiawatch.com/2024/06/04/the-hope-scholarship-will-continue-to-hurt-west-virginia-public-schools/
https://westvirginiawatch.com/2024/06/04/the-hope-scholarship-will-continue-to-hurt-west-virginia-public-schools/
https://www.thenation.com/article/politics/kentucky-anti-lgbtq-trans-parental-rights-law-sb150/
https://www.thenation.com/article/politics/kentucky-anti-lgbtq-trans-parental-rights-law-sb150/
https://www.thenation.com/article/politics/kentucky-anti-lgbtq-trans-parental-rights-law-sb150/
https://progressive.org/public-schools-advocate/why-red-states-are-blocking-new-school-voucher-programs-daigon-230703/
https://progressive.org/public-schools-advocate/why-red-states-are-blocking-new-school-voucher-programs-daigon-230703/
https://progressive.org/public-schools-advocate/why-red-states-are-blocking-new-school-voucher-programs-daigon-230703/
https://progressive.org/public-schools-advocate/why-red-states-are-blocking-new-school-voucher-programs-daigon-230703/
https://kypolicy.org/the-impact-of-diverting-public-money-to-private-school-vouchers-in-kentucky/

endnotes

the-impact-of-diverting-public-money-to-
private-school-vouchers-in-kentucky/.

46 Bernie Sanders, U.S. Senate Committee
on Health, Education, Labor & Pensions, “By
the Wealthy, For the Wealthy: The Coordinat-
ed Attacks on Public Education in the United
States,” June 2024, https://www.sanders.sen-
ate.gov/wp-content/uploads/06.24.24-Edu-
cation-Privatization-Report.pdf.

47 Kristin Kobes du Mez, Jesus & John
Wayne: How White Evangelicals Corrupted a
Faith and Fractured a Nation (Liveright, 2020).
48 Morgan Watkins, “Kentucky’s only 1
of 5 states to cut money for higher educa-
tion this year,” Courier Journal, Feb. 11, 2019,
https://www.courier-journal.com/story/
news/politics/2019/02/11/kentucky-col-
leges-university-louisville-uk-face-bud-
get-cuts/2704766002/: Ashley Spalding,
“Impact of Cuts to Public Higher Education
in Kentucky Continues as Students Begin
Classes,” Kentucky Center for Economic Pol-
icy, August 26, 2019, https://kypolicy.org/
impact-of-cuts-to-public-higher-education-
in-kentucky-continue-as-students-begin-
classes/#:~:text=As%20shown%20in%20
the%20graph,2008%20in%20inflation%-
2Dadjusted%20terms.

49 Linda B. Blackford, “Alumnus makes
largest gift in University of Kentucky his-
tory,” Lexington Herald Leader, November
4, 2015, https://www.kentucky.com/news/
local/education/article42662712.html; The
Heritage Foundation, “Principled Leader-
ship in a Challenging World: Annual Report
2019, https://static.heritage.org/annual-re-
port/pdf/TheHeritageFoundation_Annual-
Report_2019.pdf; Greg Owen, “Transphobic
extremist Matt Walsh promoted by college
Republicans as a ‘LGBTQIA+ author,” LGBTQ
Nation, October 16, 2023, https:/www.
Igbtgnation.com/2023/10/transphobic-ex-
tremist-matt-walsh-promoted-by-college-re-
publicans-as-an-lgbtqia-author/; Rob Bluey,
“Philanthropist Halts Higher Ed Donations
after ‘Radicalized’ Faculty Protest Kirk-Prag-
er Event,” The Daily Signal, July 28, 2023,
https://www.dailysignal.com/2023/07/28/
why-this-philanthropist-is-halting-his-
400000-gift-to-state-university/.

50 “University of Kentucky,” UnKoch My
Campus,  https://www.unkochmycampus.
org/university-of-kentucky. For a copy of
the MOU, see https://ia803405.us.archive.
org/2/items/UniversityOfKentuckyKoch-
GrantAgreement2015/University%200f%20
Kentucky%20Kocho20Grant%20Agree-
ment%202015.pdf.

51 Linda Blackford, “Center funded by Koch
brothers proceeds at UK after symbolic vote of
disapproval,” Lexington Herald Leader, October
11, 2016, https://www.kentucky.com/news/lo-
cal/education/article107358922.html.

52 Sarah Michels, “UK Board votes to elim-
inate university senate, overhaul shared
governance,” The State Journal, June 15, 2024,
https://www.state-journal.com/education/
uk-board-votes-to-eliminate-universi-
ty-senate-overhaul-shared-governance/arti-
cle_3640c6de-2a78-11ef-a654-0f8685e597¢7.
html; Alan Blinder, “Professors Are Uniquely
Powerful. That May Be Changing,” The New York
Times, November 2, 2024, https://www.nytimes.
com/2024/11/02 fus /faculty-power-shared-gov-
ernance-university-presidents.html.

53 Christopher E Rufo, “DEI Dominates the
University of Kentucky,” City Journal, May 7,
2024, https://www.city-journal.org/article/
dei-dominates-the-university-of-kentucky.
54 Ryan Quinn, “Anti-DEI Bills Failed in
Kentucky. Universities Are Restricting It
Anyway,” Inside Higher Ed, September 11,
2024, https://www.insidehighered.com/
news/diversity/2024/09/11/universities-are-
still-curtailing-dei-after-ky-bills-failed.

55 Blair Hoover, “Office for Institutional
Diversity Celebrates 45 Years of Supporting

Underrepresented Students,” University of
Kentucky webpage, https://nursing.uky.edu/
news/office-institutional-diversity-cele-
brates-45-years-supporting-underrepresent-
ed-students; Eli Capilouto, “Many People,
One Community,” University of Kentucky web-
page, August 20, 2024, https://pres.uky.edu/
news/many-people-one-community.

56 Peter Montgomery, “Project 2025: How
Trump Loyalists and Right-Wing Leaders
are Paving a Fast Road to Fascism,” The
Public Eye, February 14, 2024, https://polit-
icalresearch.org/2024/02/14/project-2025;
Peter Greene, “What does Project 2025
Actually Plan for Education,” Forbes, July
13, 2024, https://www.forbes.com/sites/
petergreene/2024/07/13 /what-does-proj-
ect-2025-actually-plan-for-education/.

57 Project 2025, 356.

58 Jason Stanley, “The End of Civic Compas-
sion: On education in a fascist America,” The
New Republic, May 16, 2024, https://newrepub-
lic.com/article /181274 /end-civic-compassion.
59 Jennifer Berkshire and Jack Schneider,
“Why “Fund Students, Not Systems” Is a Rec-
ipe for Disaster,” The Nation, June 18, 2024,
https://www.thenation.com/article/society/
public-schools-choice-vouchers-privatization/.
60 Dana Goldstein, “Teachers in Oklaho-
ma and Kentucky Walk Out: ‘It Really is a
Wildfire',” The New York Times, April 2, 2018,
https://www.nytimes.com/2018/04/02/us/
teacher-strikes-oklahoma-kentucky.html;
Wilkerson, To Live Here, 200.

61 Alia Dastagir, “West Virginia teachers’
victory shows ‘power of women' as more bat-
tles loom,” USA Today, March 8, 2018, https://
www.usatoday.com/story/news/2018/03/08/
west-virginia-teachers-victory-shows-power-
women-more-battles-loom/403374002/.

62 Amelia Ferrell Knisely, “It’s been chaos’:
WVU nears end of tumultuous academic
year after jobs, programs unexpectedly cut,”
West Virginia Watch, April 23, 2024, https://
westvirginiawatch.com/2024/04/23/its-
been-chaos-wvu-nears-end-of-tumultuous-
academic-year-after-jobs-programs-unex-
pectedly-cut/.

63 Rose Casey, Jessica Wilkerson and Johan-
na Winant, “An Open Letter from Faculty at
West Virginia University,” Boston Review,
September 7, 2023, https://www.bostonre-
view.net/articles/an-open-letter-from-facul-
ty-at-west-virginia-university/.

64 Peter Greene, “In Kentucky, the Court
Rejects Tax Credit Scholarship Voucher Pro-
gram,” Forbes, December 18, 2022, https://www.
forbes.com/sites/petergreene/2022/12/18 /in-
kentucky-the-court-rejects-tax-credit-scholar-
ship-voucher-program/.

65 Cal Turner and Sara Van Horn, “How
the Culture Wars Are Undermining Public
Education: An Interview with Jennifer C.
Berkshire,” Jacobin, July 16, 2024, https://
jacobin.com/2024/07/culture-wars-secu-
lar-public-education; Alyssa Bowen, “The
Education Wars: Author Q&A with Jenni-
fer C. Berkshire,” The Public Eye, Fall 2024,
https://politicalresearch.org/2024/12/13/
education-wars.

From Courts to Clinics

1 Lizzie Presser and Kavitha Surana, “A Preg-
nant Teenager Died After Trying to Get Care
in Three Visits to Texas Emergency Rooms,”
ProPublica, November 1, 2024, https://www.
propublica.org/article /nevaeh-crain-death-
texas-abortion-ban-emtala; Kate Sosin, “Ken
Paxton dined with the family of a trans Texas
kid. They now feel under attack,” The Texas
Tribune, February 23, 2022, https://www.texas-
tribune.org/2022/02/23 /texas-transgender-
health-care-ken-paxton-greg-abbott/.

2 Annie Wilkinson, “Gender and Author-
itarianism: A Framework for Analysis and
Action,” The Public Eye, Winter/Spring 2025.
3 Gillian Kane, “Right-Wing Europe’s War

on ‘Gender Ideology” Political Research
Associates, May 16, 2018, https://political-
research.org/2018/05/16 /right-wing-eu-
ropes-war-gender-ideology.

4 Donald J. Trump, “Executive Order on
Defending Women from Gender Ideology
Extremism and Restoring Biological Truth
to the Federal Government,” WhiteHouse.
gov, January 20, 2025, https:/www.white-
house.gov/presidential-actions/2025/01/
defending-women-from-gender-ideol-
ogy-extremism-and-restoring-biologi-
cal-truth-to-the-federal-government.

5 Andrew Perez, Andy Kroll, and Justin El-
liott, “How a Secretive Billionaire Handed His
Fortune to the Architect of the Right-Wing
Takeover of the Courts,” ProPublica, August
22, 2022, https://www.propublica.org/article/
dark-money-leonard-leo-barre-seid.

6 Robert O'Harrow Jr. and Shawn Boburg, “A
conservative activist's behind-the-scenes cam-
paign to remake the nation’s courts,” The Wash-
ington Post, May 21, 2019, https://www.washing-
tonpost.com/graphics/2019/investigations/
leonard-leo-federalists-society-courts/.

7 Leonard A. Leo, “Grant Review Letter,” Ax-
ios, July 2024, https://www.documentcloud.
org/documents/25121805-grant_review let-
ter_final.

8 Republican Attorneys General Associ-
ation, “Home,” accessed January 30, 2025,
https://republicanags.com/.

9 Jimmy Cloutier, “Republican Attorneys
General Association pouring millions into
state super PACs targeting Democratic in-
cumbents,” OpenSecrets, October 25, 2022,
https://www.opensecrets.org/news/2022/10/
raga-republican-attorneys-general-associa-
tion-pouring-millions-state-super-pacs-tar-
geting-democratic-incumbents/.

10 Jack Fink, “Attorney General Ken Paxton
endorses challengers to Republican state
representatives who voted to impeach him,”
CBS News, October 10, 2023, https:/www.
cbsnews.com/texas/news/attorney-gener-
al-ken-paxton-endorses-challengers-to-re-
publican-state-representatives-who-vot-
ed-to-impeach-him/.

11 Human Life Protection Act of 2021,
H.B. No. 1280, 87th Leg. (2021), https://cap-
itol.texas.gov/tlodocs/87R/billtext/html/
HBo1280I.htm; Texas Heartbeat Act, S.B.
No. 8, 87th Leg. (2021), https://capitol.texas.
gov/tlodocs/87R/billtext/pdf/SBooo08E.
pdf; An Act Relating to Prohibitions on the
Provision of Certain Procedures and Treat-
ments for Gender Transitioning, Gender Re-
assignment, or Gender Dysphoria, S.B. No.
14, 88th Leg. (2023), https://capitol.texas.
gov/tlodocs/88R/billtext/pdf/SBooo141.pdf.
12 Presser and Surana, “Pregnant Teenager
Died After Texas ER Visits.”

13 Eleanor Klibanoff, “Texas’ maternal
mortality committee faces backlash for not
reviewing deaths from first two years post-
Dobbs,” The Texas Tribune, December 6, 2024,
https://www.texastribune.org/2024/12/06/
texas-maternal-mortality-committee-deaths/.
14 Emma Tucker, “Anguish lingers as
transgender kids' families seek medical
care outside Texas — and fight a state ban,”
CNN, January 27, 2024, https://www.cnn.
com/2024/01/27/us /texas-families-trans-
gender-youth-gender-affirming-care-ban/.
15 “Governor Abbott Directs DFPS To
Investigate Gender-Transitioning Proce-
dures as Child Abuse,” Office of the Texas
Governor, February 22, 2022, https://gov.
texas.gov/news/post/governor-abbott-di-
rects-dfps-to-investigate-gender-transition-
ing-procedures-as-child-abuse.

16 Attorney General Ken Paxton (@Ken-
PaxtonTX), “Just secured a win for families
against the gender ideology of doctors, big
pharma, clinics trying to “trans” confused,
innocent children,” Twitter (now X), May
13, 2022, https://x.com/KenPaxtonTX/sta-

tus/1525160471904800769.

17 Alex Nguyen and William Melhado,
“Gov. Greg Abbott signs legislation barring
trans youth from accessing transition-re-
lated care,” The Texas Tribune, June 2, 2023,
https://www.texastribune.org/2023/06/02/
texas-gender-affirming-care-ban/.

18 Nadine El-Bawab, “Medication abor-
tion accounted for 63% of US abortions in
2023, new study finds,” ABC News, March
18, 2024, https://abcnews.go.com/US/med-
ication-abortion-accounted-63-us-abor-
tions-2023-new/story?id=108166416/; Elea-
nor Klibanoff, “With lawsuits and legislation,
Texas Republicans take aim at abortion pills,”
The Texas Tribune, January 7, 2025, https://
www.texastribune.org/2025/01/07/texas-
abortion-pill-mail-order-ban/.

19 Eleanor Klibanoff, “Ken Paxton sues New
York doctor accused of prescribing abortion
pills to Texas woman,” The Texas Tribune, De-
cember 13, 2024, https://www.texastribune.
org/2024/12/13 /texas-paxton-abortion-pill-
mail-lawsuit/.

20 Madaleine Rubin, “Texas attorney gen-
eral requests transgender youths’ patient re-
cords from Georgia clinic,” The Texas Tribune,
January 26, 2024, https://www.texastribune.
org/2024/01/26/texas-attorney-gener-
al-trans-documents-georgia-ken-paxton/.
21 Lilith Fund, “Home,” accessed January
30, 2025, https://www.lilithfund.org/.

22 Equality Texas, “Home,” accessed Janu-
ary 30, 2025, https://www.equalitytexas.org/.

Trad Values Meets Tech

1 Ishaan Tharoor, “J.D. Vance’s vocal ad-
miration for Orban's Hungary tells its
own story,” The Washington Post, July 17,
2024, https://www.washingtonpost.com/
world/2024/07/17/trump-vance-project-
2025-orban-hungary/, Alec Herndndez
and Summer Concepcion, “JD Vance says
2021 comments about giving more votes
to people with kids were a ‘thought experi-
ment,” NBC News, August 11, 2024, https://
www.nbcnews.com/politics/2024-elec-
tion/jd-vance-allotting-votes-people-chil-
dren-thought-experiment-rcna166140; Will
Steakin and Katherine Faulders, “Vance ar-
gued for higher tax rate on childless Amer-
icans in 2021 interview,” ABC News, July 26,
2024,  https://abcnews.go.com/US/vance-
argued-higher-tax-rate-childless-ameri-
cans-2021/story?id=112284318.

2 Tarpley Hitt, “The Bizarre Cult of #DezNat:
Alt-Right Mormons Targeting Porn and the
LGBTQ Community,” The Daily Beast, Janu-
ary 24, 2019 https://www.thedailybeast.com/
the-cult-of-deznat-alt-right-mormons-tar-
geting-porn-and-the-lgbtq-community/.

3 “54-Natal Conference 2023 Recap,” EXIT
Podcast, December 7, 2023, https://open.spo-
tify.com/episode/3jFFbCyLaUInZAgoemTvtU.
4 Elon Musk (@elonmusk) “If birth rates
continue to plummet, human civilization will
end,” X, April 28, 2024, https://x.com/elon-
musk/status/17847685226458891117lang=en.
5 Cole Parke, “Whose Family? Religious
Right's “Family Values” Agenda Advances
Internationally,” The Public Eye, July 16, 2014,
https://politicalresearch.org/2014/07/16/
whose-family-religious-rights-family-val-
ues-agenda-advances-internationally.

6 “54-Natal Conference 2023 Recap,” Exit
Podcast.

7 “54-Natal Conference 2023 Recap,” Exit
Podcast.

8 Emma Waters, “The Pronatalism of Sili-
con Valley,” The Heritage Foundation, August
22, 2024, https://www.heritage.org/mar-
riage-and-family/commentary/the-pronatal-
ism-silicon-valley.

9 Stephanie Kirchgaessner and Hannah
Devlin, “Mass production of genetically
selected humans: inside a Pennsylvania
pronatalist candidate’s fantasy city-state,”

WINTER/SPRING 2025

Political Research Associates -+

37


https://kypolicy.org/the-impact-of-diverting-public-money-to-private-school-vouchers-in-kentucky/
https://kypolicy.org/the-impact-of-diverting-public-money-to-private-school-vouchers-in-kentucky/
https://www.sanders.senate.gov/wp-content/uploads/06.24.24-Education-Privatization-Report.pdf?utm_source=substack&utm_medium=email
https://www.sanders.senate.gov/wp-content/uploads/06.24.24-Education-Privatization-Report.pdf?utm_source=substack&utm_medium=email
https://www.sanders.senate.gov/wp-content/uploads/06.24.24-Education-Privatization-Report.pdf?utm_source=substack&utm_medium=email
https://www.sanders.senate.gov/wp-content/uploads/06.24.24-Education-Privatization-Report.pdf?utm_source=substack&utm_medium=email
https://www.sanders.senate.gov/wp-content/uploads/06.24.24-Education-Privatization-Report.pdf?utm_source=substack&utm_medium=email
https://www.courier-journal.com/story/news/politics/2019/02/11/kentucky-colleges-university-louisville-uk-face-budget-cuts/2704766002/
https://www.courier-journal.com/story/news/politics/2019/02/11/kentucky-colleges-university-louisville-uk-face-budget-cuts/2704766002/
https://www.courier-journal.com/story/news/politics/2019/02/11/kentucky-colleges-university-louisville-uk-face-budget-cuts/2704766002/
https://www.courier-journal.com/story/news/politics/2019/02/11/kentucky-colleges-university-louisville-uk-face-budget-cuts/2704766002/
https://www.kentucky.com/news/local/education/article42662712.html
https://www.kentucky.com/news/local/education/article42662712.html
https://static.heritage.org/annual-report/pdf/TheHeritageFoundation_AnnualReport_2019.pdf
https://static.heritage.org/annual-report/pdf/TheHeritageFoundation_AnnualReport_2019.pdf
https://static.heritage.org/annual-report/pdf/TheHeritageFoundation_AnnualReport_2019.pdf
https://www.lgbtqnation.com/2023/10/transphobic-extremist-matt-walsh-promoted-by-college-republicans-as-an-lgbtqia-author/
https://www.lgbtqnation.com/2023/10/transphobic-extremist-matt-walsh-promoted-by-college-republicans-as-an-lgbtqia-author/
https://www.lgbtqnation.com/2023/10/transphobic-extremist-matt-walsh-promoted-by-college-republicans-as-an-lgbtqia-author/
https://www.lgbtqnation.com/2023/10/transphobic-extremist-matt-walsh-promoted-by-college-republicans-as-an-lgbtqia-author/
https://www.dailysignal.com/2023/07/28/why-this-philanthropist-is-halting-his-400000-gift-to-state-university/
https://www.dailysignal.com/2023/07/28/why-this-philanthropist-is-halting-his-400000-gift-to-state-university/
https://www.dailysignal.com/2023/07/28/why-this-philanthropist-is-halting-his-400000-gift-to-state-university/
https://www.unkochmycampus.org/university-of-kentucky
https://www.unkochmycampus.org/university-of-kentucky
https://ia803405.us.archive.org/2/items/UniversityOfKentuckyKochGrantAgreement2015/University%20of%20Kentucky%20Koch%20Grant%20Agreement%202015.pdf
https://ia803405.us.archive.org/2/items/UniversityOfKentuckyKochGrantAgreement2015/University%20of%20Kentucky%20Koch%20Grant%20Agreement%202015.pdf
https://ia803405.us.archive.org/2/items/UniversityOfKentuckyKochGrantAgreement2015/University%20of%20Kentucky%20Koch%20Grant%20Agreement%202015.pdf
https://ia803405.us.archive.org/2/items/UniversityOfKentuckyKochGrantAgreement2015/University%20of%20Kentucky%20Koch%20Grant%20Agreement%202015.pdf
https://ia803405.us.archive.org/2/items/UniversityOfKentuckyKochGrantAgreement2015/University%20of%20Kentucky%20Koch%20Grant%20Agreement%202015.pdf
https://www.kentucky.com/news/local/education/article107358922.html
https://www.kentucky.com/news/local/education/article107358922.html
https://www.state-journal.com/education/uk-board-votes-to-eliminate-university-senate-overhaul-shared-governance/article_3640c6de-2a78-11ef-a654-0f8685e597c7.html
https://www.state-journal.com/education/uk-board-votes-to-eliminate-university-senate-overhaul-shared-governance/article_3640c6de-2a78-11ef-a654-0f8685e597c7.html
https://www.state-journal.com/education/uk-board-votes-to-eliminate-university-senate-overhaul-shared-governance/article_3640c6de-2a78-11ef-a654-0f8685e597c7.html
https://www.state-journal.com/education/uk-board-votes-to-eliminate-university-senate-overhaul-shared-governance/article_3640c6de-2a78-11ef-a654-0f8685e597c7.html
https://www.state-journal.com/education/uk-board-votes-to-eliminate-university-senate-overhaul-shared-governance/article_3640c6de-2a78-11ef-a654-0f8685e597c7.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2024/11/02/us/faculty-power-shared-governance-university-presidents.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2024/11/02/us/faculty-power-shared-governance-university-presidents.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2024/11/02/us/faculty-power-shared-governance-university-presidents.html
https://www.city-journal.org/article/dei-dominates-the-university-of-kentucky
https://www.city-journal.org/article/dei-dominates-the-university-of-kentucky
https://www.insidehighered.com/news/diversity/2024/09/11/universities-are-still-curtailing-dei-after-ky-bills-failed
https://www.insidehighered.com/news/diversity/2024/09/11/universities-are-still-curtailing-dei-after-ky-bills-failed
https://www.insidehighered.com/news/diversity/2024/09/11/universities-are-still-curtailing-dei-after-ky-bills-failed
https://nursing.uky.edu/news/office-institutional-diversity-celebrates-45-years-supporting-underrepresented-students
https://nursing.uky.edu/news/office-institutional-diversity-celebrates-45-years-supporting-underrepresented-students
https://nursing.uky.edu/news/office-institutional-diversity-celebrates-45-years-supporting-underrepresented-students
https://nursing.uky.edu/news/office-institutional-diversity-celebrates-45-years-supporting-underrepresented-students
https://pres.uky.edu/news/many-people-one-community
https://pres.uky.edu/news/many-people-one-community
https://politicalresearch.org/2024/02/14/project-2025
https://politicalresearch.org/2024/02/14/project-2025
https://www.forbes.com/sites/petergreene/2024/07/13/what-does-project-2025-actually-plan-for-education/
https://www.forbes.com/sites/petergreene/2024/07/13/what-does-project-2025-actually-plan-for-education/
https://www.forbes.com/sites/petergreene/2024/07/13/what-does-project-2025-actually-plan-for-education/
https://newrepublic.com/article/181274/end-civic-compassion
https://newrepublic.com/article/181274/end-civic-compassion
https://www.thenation.com/article/society/public-schools-choice-vouchers-privatization/
https://www.thenation.com/article/society/public-schools-choice-vouchers-privatization/
https://www.nytimes.com/2018/04/02/us/teacher-strikes-oklahoma-kentucky.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2018/04/02/us/teacher-strikes-oklahoma-kentucky.html
https://www.usatoday.com/story/news/2018/03/08/west-virginia-teachers-victory-shows-power-women-more-battles-loom/403374002/
https://www.usatoday.com/story/news/2018/03/08/west-virginia-teachers-victory-shows-power-women-more-battles-loom/403374002/
https://www.usatoday.com/story/news/2018/03/08/west-virginia-teachers-victory-shows-power-women-more-battles-loom/403374002/
https://www.usatoday.com/story/news/2018/03/08/west-virginia-teachers-victory-shows-power-women-more-battles-loom/403374002/
https://westvirginiawatch.com/2024/04/23/its-been-chaos-wvu-nears-end-of-tumultuous-academic-year-after-jobs-programs-unexpectedly-cut/
https://westvirginiawatch.com/2024/04/23/its-been-chaos-wvu-nears-end-of-tumultuous-academic-year-after-jobs-programs-unexpectedly-cut/
https://westvirginiawatch.com/2024/04/23/its-been-chaos-wvu-nears-end-of-tumultuous-academic-year-after-jobs-programs-unexpectedly-cut/
https://westvirginiawatch.com/2024/04/23/its-been-chaos-wvu-nears-end-of-tumultuous-academic-year-after-jobs-programs-unexpectedly-cut/
https://westvirginiawatch.com/2024/04/23/its-been-chaos-wvu-nears-end-of-tumultuous-academic-year-after-jobs-programs-unexpectedly-cut/
https://www.bostonreview.net/articles/an-open-letter-from-faculty-at-west-virginia-university/
https://www.bostonreview.net/articles/an-open-letter-from-faculty-at-west-virginia-university/
https://www.bostonreview.net/articles/an-open-letter-from-faculty-at-west-virginia-university/
https://www.forbes.com/sites/petergreene/2022/12/18/in-kentucky-the-court-rejects-tax-credit-scholarship-voucher-program/
https://www.forbes.com/sites/petergreene/2022/12/18/in-kentucky-the-court-rejects-tax-credit-scholarship-voucher-program/
https://www.forbes.com/sites/petergreene/2022/12/18/in-kentucky-the-court-rejects-tax-credit-scholarship-voucher-program/
https://www.forbes.com/sites/petergreene/2022/12/18/in-kentucky-the-court-rejects-tax-credit-scholarship-voucher-program/
https://politicalresearch.org/2024/12/13/education-wars
https://politicalresearch.org/2024/12/13/education-wars
https://www.propublica.org/article/nevaeh-crain-death-texas-abortion-ban-emtala
https://www.propublica.org/article/nevaeh-crain-death-texas-abortion-ban-emtala
https://www.propublica.org/article/nevaeh-crain-death-texas-abortion-ban-emtala
https://www.texastribune.org/2022/02/23/texas-transgender-health-care-ken-paxton-greg-abbott/
https://www.texastribune.org/2022/02/23/texas-transgender-health-care-ken-paxton-greg-abbott/
https://www.texastribune.org/2022/02/23/texas-transgender-health-care-ken-paxton-greg-abbott/
https://politicalresearch.org/2018/05/16/right-wing-europes-war-gender-ideology
https://politicalresearch.org/2018/05/16/right-wing-europes-war-gender-ideology
https://politicalresearch.org/2018/05/16/right-wing-europes-war-gender-ideology
https://www.whitehouse.gov/presidential-actions/2025/01/defending-women-from-gender-ideology-extremism-and-restoring-biological-truth-to-the-federal-government
https://www.whitehouse.gov/presidential-actions/2025/01/defending-women-from-gender-ideology-extremism-and-restoring-biological-truth-to-the-federal-government
https://www.whitehouse.gov/presidential-actions/2025/01/defending-women-from-gender-ideology-extremism-and-restoring-biological-truth-to-the-federal-government
https://www.whitehouse.gov/presidential-actions/2025/01/defending-women-from-gender-ideology-extremism-and-restoring-biological-truth-to-the-federal-government
https://www.whitehouse.gov/presidential-actions/2025/01/defending-women-from-gender-ideology-extremism-and-restoring-biological-truth-to-the-federal-government
https://www.propublica.org/article/dark-money-leonard-leo-barre-seid
https://www.propublica.org/article/dark-money-leonard-leo-barre-seid
https://www.washingtonpost.com/graphics/2019/investigations/leonard-leo-federalists-society-courts/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/graphics/2019/investigations/leonard-leo-federalists-society-courts/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/graphics/2019/investigations/leonard-leo-federalists-society-courts/
https://www.documentcloud.org/documents/25121805-grant_review_letter_final
https://www.documentcloud.org/documents/25121805-grant_review_letter_final
https://www.documentcloud.org/documents/25121805-grant_review_letter_final
https://republicanags.com/
https://www.opensecrets.org/news/2022/10/raga-republican-attorneys-general-association-pouring-millions-state-super-pacs-targeting-democratic-incumbents/
https://www.opensecrets.org/news/2022/10/raga-republican-attorneys-general-association-pouring-millions-state-super-pacs-targeting-democratic-incumbents/
https://www.opensecrets.org/news/2022/10/raga-republican-attorneys-general-association-pouring-millions-state-super-pacs-targeting-democratic-incumbents/
https://www.opensecrets.org/news/2022/10/raga-republican-attorneys-general-association-pouring-millions-state-super-pacs-targeting-democratic-incumbents/
https://www.cbsnews.com/texas/news/attorney-general-ken-paxton-endorses-challengers-to-republican-state-representatives-who-voted-to-impeach-him/
https://www.cbsnews.com/texas/news/attorney-general-ken-paxton-endorses-challengers-to-republican-state-representatives-who-voted-to-impeach-him/
https://www.cbsnews.com/texas/news/attorney-general-ken-paxton-endorses-challengers-to-republican-state-representatives-who-voted-to-impeach-him/
https://www.cbsnews.com/texas/news/attorney-general-ken-paxton-endorses-challengers-to-republican-state-representatives-who-voted-to-impeach-him/
https://www.cbsnews.com/texas/news/attorney-general-ken-paxton-endorses-challengers-to-republican-state-representatives-who-voted-to-impeach-him/
https://www.cbsnews.com/texas/news/attorney-general-ken-paxton-endorses-challengers-to-republican-state-representatives-who-voted-to-impeach-him/
https://www.cbsnews.com/texas/news/attorney-general-ken-paxton-endorses-challengers-to-republican-state-representatives-who-voted-to-impeach-him/
https://www.cbsnews.com/texas/news/attorney-general-ken-paxton-endorses-challengers-to-republican-state-representatives-who-voted-to-impeach-him/
https://www.cbsnews.com/texas/news/attorney-general-ken-paxton-endorses-challengers-to-republican-state-representatives-who-voted-to-impeach-him/
https://www.cbsnews.com/texas/news/attorney-general-ken-paxton-endorses-challengers-to-republican-state-representatives-who-voted-to-impeach-him/
https://capitol.texas.gov/tlodocs/87R/billtext/html/HB01280I.htm
https://capitol.texas.gov/tlodocs/87R/billtext/html/HB01280I.htm
https://capitol.texas.gov/tlodocs/87R/billtext/html/HB01280I.htm
https://capitol.texas.gov/tlodocs/87R/billtext/pdf/SB00008F.pdf
https://capitol.texas.gov/tlodocs/87R/billtext/pdf/SB00008F.pdf
https://capitol.texas.gov/tlodocs/87R/billtext/pdf/SB00008F.pdf
https://capitol.texas.gov/tlodocs/88R/billtext/pdf/SB00014I.pdf
https://capitol.texas.gov/tlodocs/88R/billtext/pdf/SB00014I.pdf
https://www.texastribune.org/2024/12/06/texas-maternal-mortality-committee-deaths/
https://www.texastribune.org/2024/12/06/texas-maternal-mortality-committee-deaths/
https://www.cnn.com/2024/01/27/us/texas-families-transgender-youth-gender-affirming-care-ban/
https://www.cnn.com/2024/01/27/us/texas-families-transgender-youth-gender-affirming-care-ban/
https://www.cnn.com/2024/01/27/us/texas-families-transgender-youth-gender-affirming-care-ban/
https://gov.texas.gov/news/post/governor-abbott-directs-dfps-to-investigate-gender-transitioning-procedures-as-child-abuse
https://gov.texas.gov/news/post/governor-abbott-directs-dfps-to-investigate-gender-transitioning-procedures-as-child-abuse
https://gov.texas.gov/news/post/governor-abbott-directs-dfps-to-investigate-gender-transitioning-procedures-as-child-abuse
https://gov.texas.gov/news/post/governor-abbott-directs-dfps-to-investigate-gender-transitioning-procedures-as-child-abuse
https://x.com/KenPaxtonTX/status/1525160471904800769
https://x.com/KenPaxtonTX/status/1525160471904800769
https://www.texastribune.org/2023/06/02/texas-gender-affirming-care-ban/
https://www.texastribune.org/2023/06/02/texas-gender-affirming-care-ban/
https://abcnews.go.com/US/medication-abortion-accounted-63-us-abortions-2023-new/story?id=108166416/%20v
https://abcnews.go.com/US/medication-abortion-accounted-63-us-abortions-2023-new/story?id=108166416/%20v
https://abcnews.go.com/US/medication-abortion-accounted-63-us-abortions-2023-new/story?id=108166416/%20v
https://www.texastribune.org/2024/12/13/texas-paxton-abortion-pill-mail-lawsuit/
https://www.texastribune.org/2024/12/13/texas-paxton-abortion-pill-mail-lawsuit/
https://www.texastribune.org/2024/12/13/texas-paxton-abortion-pill-mail-lawsuit/
https://www.texastribune.org/2024/01/26/texas-attorney-general-trans-documents-georgia-ken-paxton/
https://www.texastribune.org/2024/01/26/texas-attorney-general-trans-documents-georgia-ken-paxton/
https://www.texastribune.org/2024/01/26/texas-attorney-general-trans-documents-georgia-ken-paxton/
https://www.lilithfund.org/
https://www.equalitytexas.org/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/world/2024/07/17/trump-vance-project-2025-orban-hungary/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/world/2024/07/17/trump-vance-project-2025-orban-hungary/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/world/2024/07/17/trump-vance-project-2025-orban-hungary/
https://www.nbcnews.com/politics/2024-election/jd-vance-allotting-votes-people-children-thought-experiment-rcna166140
https://www.nbcnews.com/politics/2024-election/jd-vance-allotting-votes-people-children-thought-experiment-rcna166140
https://www.nbcnews.com/politics/2024-election/jd-vance-allotting-votes-people-children-thought-experiment-rcna166140
https://www.nbcnews.com/politics/2024-election/jd-vance-allotting-votes-people-children-thought-experiment-rcna166140
https://abcnews.go.com/US/vance-argued-higher-tax-rate-childless-americans-2021/story?id=112284318
https://abcnews.go.com/US/vance-argued-higher-tax-rate-childless-americans-2021/story?id=112284318
https://abcnews.go.com/US/vance-argued-higher-tax-rate-childless-americans-2021/story?id=112284318
https://www.thedailybeast.com/the-cult-of-deznat-alt-right-mormons-targeting-porn-and-the-lgbtq-community/
https://www.thedailybeast.com/the-cult-of-deznat-alt-right-mormons-targeting-porn-and-the-lgbtq-community/
https://www.thedailybeast.com/the-cult-of-deznat-alt-right-mormons-targeting-porn-and-the-lgbtq-community/
https://www.thedailybeast.com/the-cult-of-deznat-alt-right-mormons-targeting-porn-and-the-lgbtq-community/
https://open.spotify.com/episode/3jFFbCyLaUInZAgoemTvtU
https://open.spotify.com/episode/3jFFbCyLaUInZAgoemTvtU
https://x.com/elonmusk/status/1784768522645889111?lang=en
https://x.com/elonmusk/status/1784768522645889111?lang=en
https://politicalresearch.org/2014/07/16/whose-family-religious-rights-family-values-agenda-advances-internationally
https://politicalresearch.org/2014/07/16/whose-family-religious-rights-family-values-agenda-advances-internationally
https://politicalresearch.org/2014/07/16/whose-family-religious-rights-family-values-agenda-advances-internationally
https://www.heritage.org/marriage-and-family/commentary/the-pronatalism-silicon-valley
https://www.heritage.org/marriage-and-family/commentary/the-pronatalism-silicon-valley
https://www.heritage.org/marriage-and-family/commentary/the-pronatalism-silicon-valley

endnotes

The Guardian, November 3, 2024, https://
www.theguardian.com/us-news/2024/
nov/o3/simone-collins-pronatalist-pennsyl-
vania-candidate; Carrie Arnold, “Genetics
group slams company for using its data to
screen embryos’ genomes,” Science, Decem-
ber 15, 2023, https://www.science.org/con-
tent/article/genetics-group-slams-compa-
ny-using-its-data-screen-embryos-genomes.
10 “What We Optimize For,” The Collins
Institute for the Gifted, accessed January 28,
2025, https://collinsinstitute.org/optimize/.
11 “Simone Collins for State Rep,” accessed
January 28, 2025, https://collinsforpa.com.
Collins’ campaign website lists her education
policy positions.

12 Jenny Kleeman, “America’s premier pro-
natalists on having ‘tons of kids' to save the
world: ‘There are going to be countries of old
people starving to death,” The Guardian, May
25, 2024, https://www.theguardian.com/life-
andstyle/article/2024 /may/25/american-pro-
natalists-malcolm-and-simone-collins.

13 Based Camp with Simone & Malcolm
Collins, “Even if you are Pro-Choice You
Should Not Support Planned Parenthood,”
YouTube, August 27, 2024, https://youtu.be/
ZH2DFbTDV_07si=njQ4l7vskpsn2w7r.

14 Based Camp with Simone & Malcolm
Collins, “Abortion: An Act of Urban Mono-
culture Worship,” YouTube, August 14, 2024,
https://youtu.be/vIhHqHzhsGI?si=TMop-
bgXM_p_eL4Sl.

15 Based Camp with Simone & Malcolm
Collins, “The Progressive Pronatalist Book
that Broke My Wife (‘What Are Children
For?'),” YouTube, July 12, 2024, https://youtu.
be/Jz_wdHoeXw?si=UFgxoLQgs_eFKcvK.
16 Elon Musk (@elonmusk), “Spread of the
Woke Mind Virus is extremely measurable!”,
X, December 28, 2024, https://x.com/elon-
musk/status/1873076031017652303; Elon
Musk (@elonmusk), “The woke mind virus
killed my son,” X, November 7, 2024, https://x.
com/elonmusk/status/1854576310699348325.
17 David Ingram, “Elon Musk’s transgender
daughter, in first interview, says he berated
her for being queer as a child,” NBC News, July
25, 2024, https://www.nbcnews.com/tech/
tech-news/elon-musk-transgender-daugh-
ter-vivian-wilson-interview-rcna16366s5.

18 Justine Musk, “I Was a Starter Wife':
Inside America’s Messiest Divorce,” Marie
Claire, September 10, 2010, https:/www.
marieclaire.com/sex-love/a5380/million-
aire-starter-wife/.

19 Hannah Sacks, “Grimes Says She Didn't
See One of Her Kids for 5 Months amid Year-
Long Custody Battle with Elon Musk,” Peo-
ple, November 25, 2024, https://people.com/
grimes-didn-t-see-one-of-kids-for-5-months-
amid-custody-battle-with-elon-musk-8751462.
20 Jennifer Szalai, “Elon Musk Wants to Save
Humanity. The Only Problem: People.,” The
New York Times, September 9, 2023, https://
www.nytimes.com/2023/09/09/books/re-
view/elon-musk-walter-isaacson.html.

21 Peachy Keenan, “Surrogacy is a nine-
month prostitution gig, a “wife experi-
ence” commercial exchange, with some
bonus child trafficking thrown in,” X, July
2, 2023, https://x.com/KeenanPeachy/sta-
tus/1675561828334862336.

22 Elon Musk and Vivek Ramaswamy, “Elon
Musk and Vivek Ramaswamy: The DOGE Plan
to Reform Government,” The Wall Street Journal,
November 20, 2024, https://www.wsj.com/opin-
ion/musk-and-ramaswamy-the-doge-plan-to-
reform-government-supreme-court-guidance-
end-executive-power-grab-fasico20.

23 Elon Musk, “There is widespread gen-
der ideology poison being spread by many
non-profits at the urging of some of their
funders,” X, November 26, 2024, https://x.
com/elonmusk/status/1861319424671916520.
24 Gaby Del Valle, “The Far Right's Cam-
paign to Explode the Population,” Politico

Magazine, April 28, 2024, https://www.polit-
ico.com/news/magazine/2024/04/28 /natal-
ism-conference-austin-00150338.

25 Del Valle, “The Far Right's Campaign.”
26 Southern Poverty Law Center, “VDARE,”
https://www.splcenter.org/fighting-hate /ex-
tremist-files/group/vdare.

27 Gaby Del Valle, “Elon Musk has ful-
ly bought into the ‘great replacement,” The
Verge, March 25, 2024, https://www.theverge.
com/2024/3/25/24111405 /elon-musk-great-re-
placement-conspiracy-immigration-don-lemon.
28 Del Valle, “The Far Right’s Campaign.”
29 Noah Carl, “Which environmental fac-
tors explain the black-white IQ gap?” Aporia
Magazine, November 29, 2024, https://www.
aporiamagazine.com/p/which-environ-
mental-factors-explain; Malcolm Collins,
“Reversing the Fertility Collapse,” Aporia
Magazine, March 13, 2024, https:/www.
aporiamagazine.com/p/reversing-the-fertil-
ity-collapse; Simone Collins, “Pluralistic Pro-
natalism,” Aporia Magazine, November 17,
2023, https://www.aporiamagazine.com/p/
pluralistic-pronatalism-simone-collins.

30 Diana Fleischman, Ives Parr, and Laurent
Tellier, “Embryo Selection: Toward a healthier
society,” Aporia Magazine, June 22,2023, https://
www.aporiamagazine.com/p /embryo-selec-
tion-healthy-babies-vs; Diana Fleischman,
“You're probably a eugenicist,” Aporia Maga-
zine, April 4, 2024, https://www.aporiamaga-
zine.com/p/youre-probably-a-eugenicist.

31 Lipton Matthews, “Why Christians
should embrace gene-editing,” Aporia Mag-
azine, November 5, 2024, https://www.apo-
riamagazine.com/p /why-christians-should-
embrace-gene.

32 Peachy Keenan, “Natural Eugenics,” The
American Mind, November 27, 2023, https://
americanmind.org/salvo/natural-eugenics/.
33 Peachy Keenan (@KeenanPeachy), “The
great replacement is real and its over,” X,
December 19, 2024, https://x.com/Keenan-
Peachy/status/1869956757990322393.

Feminists Against Women

1 Pew Research Center, “An examination
of the 2016 electorate, based on validated
voters,” PRC, August 9, 2018, http://pewre-
search.org/politics/2018/08/09/an-exam-
ination-of-the-2016-electorate-based-on-val-
idated-voters/; Linley Sanders, “How 5 key
demographic groups voted in 2024, AP
News, November 7, 2024, http://apnews.
com/article/election-harris-trump-wom-
en-latinos-black-voters-of3fbda3362f3dc-
feq1aa6b858f22d12/.

2 BarbaraRodriguez, “Jury finds Donald Trump
assaulted, defamed E. Jean Carroll,” The 19th,
May 19, 2023, https://19thnews.org/2023/05/e-
jean-carroll-donald-trump-verdict/

3 Typical headlines about the unlikelihood
or impossibility of anti-trans, anti-abortion,
right-wing feminisms include: “Conserva-
tives find unlikely ally in fighting transgen-
der rights: Radical feminists,” Washington
Post, February 7, 2020; “There’s No Such
Thing As a Pro-Life Feminist,” New York Mag-
azine, November 30, 2021; “Trans-exclusive
feminism is not feminism,” Daily Free Press,
April 27, 2023.

4 Julie Bindel, quoted in Sarah Ditum, “Fem-
inism's blue future,” Tox Report (Substack),
October 15, 2024, http://sarahditum.substack.
com/p/tox-report-70-feminisms-blue-future/.
5 Sophie Lewis, Enemy Feminisms: TERFs,
Policewomen, and Girlbosses Against Libera-
tion (Chicago: Haymarket, 2025).

6 On the tradwife phenomenon, see: Mari-
el Cooksey, “Why Are Gen Z Girls Attracted
to the Tradwife Lifestyle?” The Public Eye,
Spring/Summer 2021, http://politicalre-
search.org/2021/07/29/why-are-gen-z-girls-
attracted-tradwife-lifestyle/ On the term
“femosphere,” see: Jilly Boyce Kay, “The reac-
tionary turn in popular feminism,” Feminist

Media Studies, 1-18, 2024. On the uptake of
the Korean “4B” trend, see: Rebecca Davis,
“Sex Strike,” Slate, November 18, 2024, https://
slate.com/life/2024/11/4b-movement-what-
is-usa-meaning-2024-election.html/.

7 1 propose femopessimism as a term that
can encompass both Asa Seresin’s landmark
diagnosis “heterofatalism” and a range of re-
surgent non-heterosexual erotophobias. See:
Asa Seresin, “On Heteropessimism,” The New
Inquiry, October 9, 2019, http://thenewinqui-
ry.com/on-heteropessimism/; Sophie Lewis,
“Battlefield Ecstasies,” The Point, #32, May
23, 2024, http://thepointmag.com/politics/
battlefield-ecstasies/.

8 I take this term from: Patricia Elliot and
Lawrence Lyons, “Transphobia as Symptom:
Fear of the ‘Unwoman,” Transgender Studies
Quarterly 4 (3-4), 2017.

9 The quoted phrase, putatively from the
Gutter Dykes’ anti-trans leaflet at the 1973
West Coast Lesbian Conference, comes from:
Barbara McLean, “Diary of a Mad Organizer,”
Lesbian Tide 2 (10-11), May-June 1973, p. 36;
see also: Sophie Lewis, “TERF Island,” Lux,
issue 10/11, 2024, http://lux-magazine.com/
article/terf-island/.

10 “A day may soon come when a healthy
transexuality would be the norm.” Shu-
lamith Firestone, The Dialectic of Sex (New
York: William Morrow, 1970), 58.

11 Alice Echols, Daring to be Bad: Radical
Feminism in America 1967-1975 (Minneapo-
lis: University of Minnesota Press, 1989).

12 Raymond Douglas, Feminist Freikorps: The
British Voluntary Women Police, 1914-1940
(London: Bloomsbury, 1999). On Mary Sophia
Allen and the fascist origins of “cop feminism”
in Britain, see Sophie Lewis, “Lipstick on the
Pigs: Kamala Harris and the Lineage of the Fe-
male Cop,” The Drift, October 30, 2024, https://
thedriftmag.com/lipstick-on-the-pigs/.

13 Martin Pugh, Hurrah for the Blackshirts!
Fascists and Fascism in Britain Between the
Wars (London: Jonathan Cape, 2005), 112.

14 Norah Elam (a.k.a. Norah Dacre Fox),
“Fascism, Women, and Democracy,” Fas-
cist Quarterly 1(3), 1935. Quoted in: Martin
Durham, Women and Fascism (London: Rout-
ledge, 1998), 33.

15 Mrs. Robbie Gill, “The Equality of Wom-
an: Her Struggles of Yesterday, Her Triumphs
of Today, Her Hopes for Tomorrow, by the
Imperial Commander,” Women of the Ku Klux
Klan, Inc., Little Rock, Arkansas, 1924, p.12;
Linda Gordon, The Second Coming of the KKK:
The Ku Klux Klan of the 1920s and the Amer-
ican Political Tradition (New York: Liveright,
2017), on “KKK feminism.”

16 On historiographical uneasiness about
feminist fascism, see: Sophie Lewis and Asa
Seresin, “Fascist Feminism: A Dialogue,” TSQ
9(3): 2022, 463-479.

17 Examples: Claire Hynes, “Wollstone-
craft and Woolf deserve statues. But do they
represent women like me?” The Guardian,
December 8, 2020, https://theguardian.com/
commentisfree/2020/dec/08/wollstone-
craft-woolf-statues-represent-women-brit-
ain-black/; Brent Staples, “How the Suffrage
Movement Betrayed Black Women,” The New
York Times, July 28, 2018, https:/nytimes.
com/2018/07/28/opinion/sunday/suf-
frage-movement-racism-black-women.html/
18 On feminist harm to Indigenous peo-
ple, see: Kyla Schuller, “For Me, but Not for
Thee,” Slate, October 25, 2021. On feminist
harm to sex workers, see: Political Research
Associates, “Anti-Sex Work Feminism and
the Lived Reality of Criminalization and
State Violence: A Roundtable Discussion,”
November 23, 2021, https://politicalre-
search.org/2021/11/23 /anti-sex-work-fem-
inism-and-lived-reality-criminaliza-
tion-and-state-violence. On  “misogynist
feminism,” see: Susan Gubar, “Feminist Mi-
sogyny,” Feminist Studies, 20(3): 453-73, 1994;

see also: Enemy Feminisms, chapter 8.

19 “Ain't I A Woman?” refers to the famous
speech by Sojourner Truth in 1851 at Akron,
Ohio, which was subsequently transcribed
in drastically different ways by other suf-
fragists. For Marius Robinson’s version, see:
“Women’s Rights Convention: Sojourner
Truth,” Anti-Slavery Bugle, June 21, 1851, p.4
(reproduced by the National Park Service
at  http://nps.gov/articles/sojourner-truth.
htm/). “What Chou Mean We, White Girl?”
refers to the poem by that name: Lorraine
Bethel, “What Chou Mean We, White Girl?
Or, The Cullud Lesbian Feminist Declaration
of Independence,” Conditions, 5: 86-92,1979.
20 Ruby Hamad, White Tears/Brown Scars
(Berkeley: Catapult, 2019); Mikki Kendall,
Hood Feminism: Notes from the Women that a
Movement Forgot (New York: Random House,
2021); Jessie Daniels, Nice White Ladies: The
Truth about White Supremacy, Our Role in It,
and How We Can Help Dismantle It (New York:
Seal, 2021); Rafia Zakaria, Against White Fem-
inism: Notes on Disruption (New York: W, W.
Norton, 2021); Kyla Schuller, The Trouble with
White Women: A Counterhistory of Feminism
(New York: Bold Type, 2021); Koa Beck, White
Feminism: From the Suffragettes to Influencers
and Who They Leave Behind (New York: Atria,
2021); Terese Jonsson, Innocent Subjects:
Feminism and Whiteness (London: Pluto,
2020); Alison Phipps, Me, Not You: The Trou-
ble with Mainstream Feminism (Manchester:
Manchester University Press, 2020).

21 On “nice white ladies,” see: Taylor Ha-
thorn, “Jessie Daniels’ ‘Nice White Ladies’
Sparks Discussion about Race, Privilege in
Jackson,” Mississippi Free Press, December 21,
2021; Ruby Hamad, “Strategic White Wom-
anhood: Challenging White Feminist Per-
ceptions of ‘Karen” in Leigh-Anne Francis
and Janet Gray (eds.) Feminist Talk Whiteness
(London and New York: Routledge, 2025).

22 Sonia Sodha, “White feminists’ are un-
der attack from other women,” The Observer,
September 26, 2021, https://theguardian.
com/commentisfree/2021/sep/26 /white-
feminists-are-under-attack-from-other-
women-here-can-only-be-one-winner-
-men/, Ellen Barry, “How Russian Trolls
Helped Keep the Women’s March Out of Lock
Step,” The New York Times, September 18,
2022, https://nytimes.com/2022/09/18 /us/
womens-march-russia-trump.html/

23 Raquel Rosario Sanchez, “If ‘white fem-
inism’ is a thing, gender identity ideology
epitomizes it,” Feminist Current, July 26, 2017,
https://feministcurrent.com/2017/07/26/
white-feminism-thing-gender-identity-ide-
ology-epitomizes/.

24 I take the phrase “feminism against
cisness” from Emma Heaney’s anthology:
Emma Heaney (ed.), Feminism Against Cis-
ness (Durham: Duke University Press, 2024).
25 Nicole Froio, “As Israel continues to use
debunked claims of sexual violence to justify
genocide, feminist movements must push
back,” Prism, October 9, 2024, https://prism-
reports.org/2024/10/09/feminist-move-
ments-push-back-against-debunked-sexu-
al-violence-claims/; Sophie Lewis, “Some of
my best enemies are feminists: On Zionist
Feminism,” Salvage, March 8, 2024, https://
salvage.zone/some-of-my-best-enemies-are-
feminists-on-zionist-feminism/ Operation
Al-Agsa Flood was, it has been claimed, a
“trampling of feminism’s very foundations.”
Amotz Asa-El, “The anti-Zionist sex,” Jeru-
salem Post, December 1, 2023, https:/www.
jpost.com/middle-east/article-775995.

26 Nick Pisa, “Lionesses of the Desert: In-
side Israel’s all-female tank unit taking on
Hamas terrorists,” The Daily Mail, Decem-
ber 1, 2023, https://dailymail.co.uk/news/
exclusive /article-12815095/Lionesses-Des-
ert-Inside-Israels-female-tank-unit-tak-
ing-Hamas-terrorists-led-British-captain-

38 - The Public Eye

WINTER/SPRING 2025


https://www.theguardian.com/us-news/2024/nov/03/simone-collins-pronatalist-pennsylvania-candidate
https://www.theguardian.com/us-news/2024/nov/03/simone-collins-pronatalist-pennsylvania-candidate
https://www.theguardian.com/us-news/2024/nov/03/simone-collins-pronatalist-pennsylvania-candidate
https://www.theguardian.com/us-news/2024/nov/03/simone-collins-pronatalist-pennsylvania-candidate
https://www.science.org/content/article/genetics-group-slams-company-using-its-data-screen-embryos-genomes
https://www.science.org/content/article/genetics-group-slams-company-using-its-data-screen-embryos-genomes
https://www.science.org/content/article/genetics-group-slams-company-using-its-data-screen-embryos-genomes
https://collinsinstitute.org/optimize/
https://collinsforpa.com
https://www.theguardian.com/lifeandstyle/article/2024/may/25/american-pronatalists-malcolm-and-simone-collins
https://www.theguardian.com/lifeandstyle/article/2024/may/25/american-pronatalists-malcolm-and-simone-collins
https://www.theguardian.com/lifeandstyle/article/2024/may/25/american-pronatalists-malcolm-and-simone-collins
https://youtu.be/ZH2DFbTDV_0?si=njQ4l7vskpsn2w7r
https://youtu.be/ZH2DFbTDV_0?si=njQ4l7vskpsn2w7r
https://youtu.be/vIhHqHzhsGI?si=TM0pbqXM_p_eL4Sl
https://youtu.be/vIhHqHzhsGI?si=TM0pbqXM_p_eL4Sl
https://youtu.be/Jz_wdH0eXw?si=UFgxoLQgs_eFKcvK
https://youtu.be/Jz_wdH0eXw?si=UFgxoLQgs_eFKcvK
https://x.com/elonmusk/status/1873076031017652303
https://x.com/elonmusk/status/1873076031017652303
https://x.com/elonmusk/status/1854576310699348325
https://x.com/elonmusk/status/1854576310699348325
https://www.nbcnews.com/tech/tech-news/elon-musk-transgender-daughter-vivian-wilson-interview-rcna163665
https://www.nbcnews.com/tech/tech-news/elon-musk-transgender-daughter-vivian-wilson-interview-rcna163665
https://www.nbcnews.com/tech/tech-news/elon-musk-transgender-daughter-vivian-wilson-interview-rcna163665
https://www.marieclaire.com/sex-love/a5380/millionaire-starter-wife/
https://www.marieclaire.com/sex-love/a5380/millionaire-starter-wife/
https://www.marieclaire.com/sex-love/a5380/millionaire-starter-wife/
https://people.com/grimes-didn-t-see-one-of-kids-for-5-months-amid-custody-battle-with-elon-musk-8751462
https://people.com/grimes-didn-t-see-one-of-kids-for-5-months-amid-custody-battle-with-elon-musk-8751462
https://people.com/grimes-didn-t-see-one-of-kids-for-5-months-amid-custody-battle-with-elon-musk-8751462
https://www.nytimes.com/2023/09/09/books/review/elon-musk-walter-isaacson.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2023/09/09/books/review/elon-musk-walter-isaacson.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2023/09/09/books/review/elon-musk-walter-isaacson.html
https://x.com/KeenanPeachy/status/1675561828334862336
https://x.com/KeenanPeachy/status/1675561828334862336
https://www.wsj.com/opinion/musk-and-ramaswamy-the-doge-plan-to-reform-government-supreme-court-guidance-end-executive-power-grab-fa51c020
https://www.wsj.com/opinion/musk-and-ramaswamy-the-doge-plan-to-reform-government-supreme-court-guidance-end-executive-power-grab-fa51c020
https://www.wsj.com/opinion/musk-and-ramaswamy-the-doge-plan-to-reform-government-supreme-court-guidance-end-executive-power-grab-fa51c020
https://www.wsj.com/opinion/musk-and-ramaswamy-the-doge-plan-to-reform-government-supreme-court-guidance-end-executive-power-grab-fa51c020
https://x.com/elonmusk/status/1861319424671916520
https://x.com/elonmusk/status/1861319424671916520
https://www.politico.com/news/magazine/2024/04/28/natalism-conference-austin-00150338
https://www.politico.com/news/magazine/2024/04/28/natalism-conference-austin-00150338
https://www.politico.com/news/magazine/2024/04/28/natalism-conference-austin-00150338
https://www.splcenter.org/fighting-hate/extremist-files/group/vdare
https://www.splcenter.org/fighting-hate/extremist-files/group/vdare
https://www.theverge.com/2024/3/25/24111405/elon-musk-great-replacement-conspiracy-immigration-don-lemon
https://www.theverge.com/2024/3/25/24111405/elon-musk-great-replacement-conspiracy-immigration-don-lemon
https://www.theverge.com/2024/3/25/24111405/elon-musk-great-replacement-conspiracy-immigration-don-lemon
https://www.aporiamagazine.com/p/which-environmental-factors-explain
https://www.aporiamagazine.com/p/which-environmental-factors-explain
https://www.aporiamagazine.com/p/which-environmental-factors-explain
https://www.aporiamagazine.com/p/reversing-the-fertility-collapse
https://www.aporiamagazine.com/p/reversing-the-fertility-collapse
https://www.aporiamagazine.com/p/reversing-the-fertility-collapse
https://www.aporiamagazine.com/p/pluralistic-pronatalism-simone-collins
https://www.aporiamagazine.com/p/pluralistic-pronatalism-simone-collins
https://www.aporiamagazine.com/p/embryo-selection-healthy-babies-vs
https://www.aporiamagazine.com/p/embryo-selection-healthy-babies-vs
https://www.aporiamagazine.com/p/embryo-selection-healthy-babies-vs
https://www.aporiamagazine.com/p/youre-probably-a-eugenicist
https://www.aporiamagazine.com/p/youre-probably-a-eugenicist
https://www.aporiamagazine.com/p/why-christians-should-embrace-gene
https://www.aporiamagazine.com/p/why-christians-should-embrace-gene
https://www.aporiamagazine.com/p/why-christians-should-embrace-gene
https://americanmind.org/salvo/natural-eugenics/
https://americanmind.org/salvo/natural-eugenics/
https://x.com/KeenanPeachy/status/1869956757990322393
https://x.com/KeenanPeachy/status/1869956757990322393
http://pewresearch.org/politics/2018/08/09/an-examination-of-the-2016-electorate-based-on-validated-voters/
http://pewresearch.org/politics/2018/08/09/an-examination-of-the-2016-electorate-based-on-validated-voters/
http://pewresearch.org/politics/2018/08/09/an-examination-of-the-2016-electorate-based-on-validated-voters/
http://pewresearch.org/politics/2018/08/09/an-examination-of-the-2016-electorate-based-on-validated-voters/
http://apnews.com/article/election-harris-trump-women-latinos-black-voters-0f3fbda3362f3dcfe41aa6b858f22d12/
http://apnews.com/article/election-harris-trump-women-latinos-black-voters-0f3fbda3362f3dcfe41aa6b858f22d12/
http://apnews.com/article/election-harris-trump-women-latinos-black-voters-0f3fbda3362f3dcfe41aa6b858f22d12/
http://apnews.com/article/election-harris-trump-women-latinos-black-voters-0f3fbda3362f3dcfe41aa6b858f22d12/
https://19thnews.org/2023/05/e-jean-carroll-donald-trump-verdict/
https://19thnews.org/2023/05/e-jean-carroll-donald-trump-verdict/
http://sarahditum.substack.com/p/tox-report-70-feminisms-blue-future/
http://sarahditum.substack.com/p/tox-report-70-feminisms-blue-future/
http://politicalresearch.org/2021/07/29/why-are-gen-z-girls-attracted-tradwife-lifestyle/
http://politicalresearch.org/2021/07/29/why-are-gen-z-girls-attracted-tradwife-lifestyle/
http://politicalresearch.org/2021/07/29/why-are-gen-z-girls-attracted-tradwife-lifestyle/
https://slate.com/life/2024/11/4b-movement-what-is-usa-meaning-2024-election.html/
https://slate.com/life/2024/11/4b-movement-what-is-usa-meaning-2024-election.html/
https://slate.com/life/2024/11/4b-movement-what-is-usa-meaning-2024-election.html/
http://thenewinquiry.com/on-heteropessimism/
http://thenewinquiry.com/on-heteropessimism/
http://thepointmag.com/politics/battlefield-ecstasies/
http://thepointmag.com/politics/battlefield-ecstasies/
http://lux-magazine.com/article/terf-island/
http://lux-magazine.com/article/terf-island/
https://thedriftmag.com/lipstick-on-the-pigs/
https://thedriftmag.com/lipstick-on-the-pigs/
https://theguardian.com/commentisfree/2020/dec/08/wollstonecraft-woolf-statues-represent-women-britain-black
https://theguardian.com/commentisfree/2020/dec/08/wollstonecraft-woolf-statues-represent-women-britain-black
https://theguardian.com/commentisfree/2020/dec/08/wollstonecraft-woolf-statues-represent-women-britain-black
https://theguardian.com/commentisfree/2020/dec/08/wollstonecraft-woolf-statues-represent-women-britain-black
https://nytimes.com/2018/07/28/opinion/sunday/suffrage-movement-racism-black-women.html/
https://nytimes.com/2018/07/28/opinion/sunday/suffrage-movement-racism-black-women.html/
https://nytimes.com/2018/07/28/opinion/sunday/suffrage-movement-racism-black-women.html/
https://politicalresearch.org/2021/11/23/anti-sex-work-feminism-and-lived-reality-criminalization-and-state-violence
https://politicalresearch.org/2021/11/23/anti-sex-work-feminism-and-lived-reality-criminalization-and-state-violence
https://politicalresearch.org/2021/11/23/anti-sex-work-feminism-and-lived-reality-criminalization-and-state-violence
https://politicalresearch.org/2021/11/23/anti-sex-work-feminism-and-lived-reality-criminalization-and-state-violence
http://nps.gov/articles/sojourner-truth.htm/
http://nps.gov/articles/sojourner-truth.htm/
https://theguardian.com/commentisfree/2021/sep/26/white-feminists-are-under-attack-from-other-women-here-can-only-be-one-winner--men
https://theguardian.com/commentisfree/2021/sep/26/white-feminists-are-under-attack-from-other-women-here-can-only-be-one-winner--men
https://theguardian.com/commentisfree/2021/sep/26/white-feminists-are-under-attack-from-other-women-here-can-only-be-one-winner--men
https://theguardian.com/commentisfree/2021/sep/26/white-feminists-are-under-attack-from-other-women-here-can-only-be-one-winner--men
https://theguardian.com/commentisfree/2021/sep/26/white-feminists-are-under-attack-from-other-women-here-can-only-be-one-winner--men
https://nytimes.com/2022/09/18/us/womens-march-russia-trump.html/
https://nytimes.com/2022/09/18/us/womens-march-russia-trump.html/
https://feministcurrent.com/2017/07/26/white-feminism-thing-gender-identity-ideology-epitomizes/
https://feministcurrent.com/2017/07/26/white-feminism-thing-gender-identity-ideology-epitomizes/
https://feministcurrent.com/2017/07/26/white-feminism-thing-gender-identity-ideology-epitomizes/
https://prismreports.org/2024/10/09/feminist-movements-push-back-against-debunked-sexual-violence-claims/
https://prismreports.org/2024/10/09/feminist-movements-push-back-against-debunked-sexual-violence-claims/
https://prismreports.org/2024/10/09/feminist-movements-push-back-against-debunked-sexual-violence-claims/
https://prismreports.org/2024/10/09/feminist-movements-push-back-against-debunked-sexual-violence-claims/
https://salvage.zone/some-of-my-best-enemies-are-feminists-on-zionist-feminism/
https://salvage.zone/some-of-my-best-enemies-are-feminists-on-zionist-feminism/
https://salvage.zone/some-of-my-best-enemies-are-feminists-on-zionist-feminism/
https://www.jpost.com/middle-east/article-775995
https://www.jpost.com/middle-east/article-775995
https://dailymail.co.uk/news/exclusive/article-12815095/Lionesses-Desert-Inside-Israels-female-tank-unit-taking-Hamas-terrorists-led-British-captain-20-says-role-dream-come-true.html/
https://dailymail.co.uk/news/exclusive/article-12815095/Lionesses-Desert-Inside-Israels-female-tank-unit-taking-Hamas-terrorists-led-British-captain-20-says-role-dream-come-true.html/
https://dailymail.co.uk/news/exclusive/article-12815095/Lionesses-Desert-Inside-Israels-female-tank-unit-taking-Hamas-terrorists-led-British-captain-20-says-role-dream-come-true.html/
https://dailymail.co.uk/news/exclusive/article-12815095/Lionesses-Desert-Inside-Israels-female-tank-unit-taking-Hamas-terrorists-led-British-captain-20-says-role-dream-come-true.html/

endnotes

20-says-role-dream-come-true.html/  The
term “Zioness” is an invention of “Zioness
Movement, Inc.” a self-described “progres-
sive” Zionist lobby group founded by the
lawyer Amanda Berman. For more, see Alex
Doherty and Sophie Lewis, “When Genocide
Is Feminist: Talking Zionist Feminism with
Sophie Lewis,” ReproUtopia (Patreon), April
17, 2024, https://patreon.com/posts/when-
genocide-is-102514539/.

27 Sharon Zhang, “Journalism Professors: NYT
Risks Credibility With Inaction on Oct. 7 Article,”
TruthOut, April 29, 2024, https://truthout.org/
articles/journalism-professors-nyt-risks-credi-
bility-with-inaction-on-oct-7-article/

28 Susana Draper, Belén Marco, Ana Maria
Morales, SarahThmoud, Tara Alami, and Eman
Ghanayem, “Palestinian Feminists Speak Out
Against Reproductive Genocide,” TruthOut,
May 15, 2024, https://truthout.org/articles/
palestinian-feminists-speak-out-against-re-
productive-genocide/.

29 PFC, “The Palestinian Feminist Collective
Condemns Reproductive Genocide in Gaza,”
PFC website, February 10, 2024, https://pal-
estinianfeministcollective.org/the-pfc-con-
demns-reproductive-genocide-in-gaza/.

30 Shelby Chestnut, “Trans Liberation and
Palestine,” The Forge, June 21, 2024, https://
forgeorganizing.org/article/trans-libera-
tion-and-palestine/; Erin Allday, “Why trans
activists are taking a leading role in pro-Pal-
estinian protests,” SF Chronicle, May 15, 2024,
https://sfchronicle.com/california/article/
trans-activists-gaza-protests-19451811.php/.
31 Ghassan Bardawil, “Women’s Day under
bombardment: A Feminist Call to Strike for
Gaza and the decolonizing of Internation-
al Women's Day,” UCOS (website), March 8,
2024, https:/fucos.be/iwd-gaza/.

32 The phrase “invading socialist society”
is a reference to a famous Black left-feminist
text: C.L.R. James, F. Forest and Ria Stone, The
Invading Socialist Society (London: Bedwick,
1972 [1947]). On “Ni Una Menos,” see the spe-
cial section: “Transnational Feminist Strikes
and Solidarities,” Critical Times 1(1): 146-148,
2018; on the transfeminist international, see:
Anna Carastathis & Myrto Tsilimpounidi
(eds.) Transfeminist International! (Athens:
Feminist Autonomous Centre, 2023); on Jine-
oloji, see: Andrea Wolf Institute, “Urgent Call
for Actions to Defend Rojava and to Build a
Democratic Syria!,” Jineoloji, December 12,
2024, https://jineoloji.eu/en/2024/12/12 fur-
gent-call-for-actions-to-defend-rojava-and-
to-build-a-democratic-syria/.

Sporting Authoritarianism

1 Women's Liberation Front, “Great Eve-
ning at the Our Bodies Our Sports Tour in
DC! Our VP Margot Heffernan Gave a Rous-
ing Speech,” Facebook, June 26, 2024, https://
www.facebook.com /womensliberationfront/
videos/great-evening-at-the-our-bodies-our-
sports-tour-in-dc-our-vp-margot-heffernan-
ga/823387236422861/%201:29.

2 “Our Bodies, Our Sports Coalition Kicks
Off Coast-to-Coast Summer 2024 Bus Tour
To Take Back Title IX & Protect Women's
Sports,” Our Bodies, Our Sports, May 23,
2024, https://archive.is/4GVal.

3 Elizabeth Tang, “Happy 52nd Anniversary
to Title IX! Here's What You Need to Know
about Biden's New Title IX Rule.,” National
Women's Law Center, July 5, 2024, https://
nwlc.org/happy-52nd-anniversary-to-title-
ix-heres-what-you-need-to-know-about-
bidens-new-title-ix-rule/.

4 “OurBodies, Our Sports Coalition Kicks Off.”
5 Russell Contreras, “The Forces behind An-
ti-Trans Bills across the U.S.,” Axios, March 31,
2023, https://www.axios.com/2023/03/31/
anti-trans-bills-2023-america.

6 “2024 Anti-Trans Bills Tracker,” Trans Leg-
islation Tracker, accessed November 17, 2024,
https://translegislation.com/.

7 Kate Walton, “Opposition to Gender Equali-
ty around the World Is Connected, Well Fund-
ed and Spreading. Here’'s What You Need to
Know about the Anti-Gender Movement,”
CNN, March 8, 2024, https://edition.cnn.com/
interactive /asequals/anti-gender-equality-
threat-explained-as-equals-intl-cmd /.

8 “OurBodies, Our Sports Coalition Kicks Off.”
9 “Our Commitment to Nonpartisan Work,”
Women's Liberation Front, accessed Decem-
ber 29, 2024, https://archive.ph/TQv6F.

10 “About Us,” Concerned Women for
America, accessed November 14, 2024,
https://archive.ph/JuWt3u.

11 Independent Women’s Voices, “Female
Athletes, Coaches, Olympian Make Their
Voices Heard at ‘Our Bodies, Our Sports’
Rally,” Independent Women's Voices, June 28,
2022, https://archive.is /7xZ40.

12 Independent Women's Forum, “Our
Bodies, Our Sports Rally,” YouTube, June 23,
2022, 2:16:13, https://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=TiwjzIUZ3Fo&t=3s&ab_chan-
nel=IndependentWomenoo27sForum.

13 Elizabeth S. Corredor, “Unpacking ‘Gender
Ideology’ and the Global Right's Antigender
Countermovement,” Signs: Journal of Women in
Culture and Society 44, no. 3 (March 2019), 615.
14 Sonia Corréa, David Paternotte, and
Claire House, “Dr Frankenstein’s Hydra: Con-
tours, Meanings and Effects of Anti-Gender
Politics,” in Routledge Handbook of Sexuality,
Gender, Health and Rights, 2nd ed. (London:
Routledge, 2023), 486-487.

15 Heron Greenesmith, “Gender Ideology
Yesterday, Today, and Tomorrow,” Political Re-
search Associates, March 26, 2020, https://po-
liticalresearch.org/2020/03/26 /gender-ide-
ology-yesterday-today-and-tomorrow.

16 Corréa, Paternotte, and House, “Dr Fran-
kenstein’s Hydra.”

17 “Biden’s Anti-Woman Title IX Tsunami,”
Concerned Women for America, June 2024,
https://archive.ph/Fhrfa.

18 Ginny Gentles, “Biden’s Title X Rule
Guarantees Discrimination, Censorship,
And The End Of Parents’ Rights,” Indepen-
dent Women's Forum, April 27, 2024, https://
archive.is/KzysX.

19 “How Gender Ideology Took Over So
Fast,” WDI USA, June 13, 2022, https://wom-
ensdeclarationusa.com/how-gender-ideolo-
gy-took-over-so-fast/.

20 Joanna Wuest, “Assuaging The Anxious
Matriarch: Social Conservatives, Radical
Feminists, and Dark Money against Trans
Rights,” in Feminism against Cisness, ed.
Emma Heaney, Asterisk (Durham: Duke Uni-
versity Press, 2024), 176.

21 Wauest, “Assuaging The Anxious Matri-
arch,” 177.

22 Andrew R. Flores et al., “Gender Iden-
tity Disparities in Criminal Victimization:
National Crime Victimization Survey, 2017-
2018," American Journal of Public Health 111,
no. 4 (April 2021): 726-29.

23 “The Epidemic of Violence Against the
Transgender & Gender-Expansive Commu-
nity in the U.S.,” Human Rights Campaign
Foundation, November 2024, https://reports.
hrc.org/an-epidemic-of-violence-2024.

24 Heron Greenesmith, “A Room Of Their Own:
How Anti-Trans Feminists Are Complicit in
Christian Right Anti-Trans Advocacy,” Political
Research Associates, July 14, 2020, https://politi-
calresearch.org/2020/07/14 /room-their-own.
25 “Heritage Foundation Announces Win-
ners of New Innovation Prize,” Heritage
Foundation, June 1, 2022, https://archive.is/
wZY6e#selection-174.0-181.19.

26 Liv Sewell, “CSU TPUSA Hosts Riley
Gaines’ Reclaim Feminism Event,” The Rocky
Mountain Collegian, April 3, 2024, https://ar-
chive.ph /vbCF6#selection-2753.0-2753.3.

27 “May Mailman,” Independent Women’s
Forum, accessed November 18, 2024, https://
www.iwf.org/people/may-mailman/.

28 Nicole Chavez, “Court Revives Case Chal-
lenging State’s Policy Allowing Trans Girls
to Compete in Girls’ High School Sports,”
CNN, December 19, 2023, https://edition.cnn.
com/2023/12/19/politics /connecticut-trans-
gender-sports-revive-lawsuit/index.html.
29 Amanda, “Fairness in Women's Sports:
Updates from Hecox V. Little,” Women's Lib-
eration Front, November 29, 2022, https://ar-
chive.ph/zdrno.

30 Press Team, “Court Rules Biden-Harris
Anti-Women Title IX Rewrite Is Unlawful:
Legal Victory For Safety, Fairness, And Equal
Opportunity,” Independent Women’s Forum,
August 22, 2024, https://archive.is/E3h-
Kz#selection-1449.682-1449.728.

31 Greenesmith, “A Room Of Their Own.”
32 Judith Butler, “What Threat? The Cam-
paign Against ‘Gender Ideology,” Glocalism,
no. 3 (November 30, 2019).

33 Sophie Lewis, “TERFIsland,” Lux, Fall 2024,
https://lux-magazine.com/article /terf-island /
refer also to Sophie Lewis, “Feminists Against
Women,” The Public Eye Winter/Spring 2025.
34 Political Research Associates, “Authori-
tarian Blueprints: Reproductive Control and
Gender Essentialism,” Vimeo, November 13,
2024, https://vimeo.com /user104260549.

35 “Advisory Board,” Project 2025, accessed
November 17, 2024, https://archive.is/blc52.
36 “About,” Defense of Freedom Institute,
accessed February 2, 2025, https://web.ar-
chive.org/web/20250123083638/https://
dfipolicy.org/about/.

37 EllenIoanes, “Can Trump ban trans athletes
from school sports?” Vox, November 14, 2024,
https://www.vox.com/lgbtq/385378 /trump-
trans-kids-sports-ban-schools-title-ix.

38 Independent Women’s Forum and Inde-
pendent Women's Law Center, “Competition:
Athletes, and the Threat to Women’s Sports
(Second Edition),” n.d., https://www.iwf.org/
competition-report/.

39 Katrina Karkazis and Rebecca M. Jor-
dan-Young, “The Powers of Testosterone:
Obscuring Race and Regional Bias in the
Regulation of Women Athletes,” Feminist
Formations 30, no. 2 (2018): 1-39.

40 “Transgender Women Athletes and Elite
Sport: A Scientific Review,” Canadian Centre
for Ethics in Sport (CCES), 2022, https://hal.
science/hal-04477646v1/document.

41 Shoshana K. Goldberg, “Fair Play: The
Importance of Sports Participation for Trans-
gender Youth,” The Center for American Prog-
ress, February 8, 2021, https:/www.ameri-
canprogress.org/article fair-play/.

42 Women's Liberation Front, “Title IX
Panel Discussion - 4/22/24,” YouTube, April
23, 2024, 30:07, https://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=cr_gv7_n_eY&ab_channel=Wom-
en%327sLiberationFront.

43 Human Rights Watch, “They're Chasing
Us Away from Sport": Human Rights Violations
in Sex Testing of Elite Women Athletes,” Hu-
man Rights Watch, December 4, 2020, https://
www.hrw.org/report/2020/12/04/theyre-
chasing-us-away-sport/human-rights-viola-
tions-sex-testing-elite-women.

44 Jules Boykoff and David Zirin, “We Must
Defend Imane Khelif,” The Nation, August 5,
2024, https://www.thenation.com/article/
society/imane-khelif-olympics-paris-box-
ing-transphobia/.

45 Elizabeth A. Sharrow, “Sports, Transgen-
der Rights and the Bodily Politics of Cisgender
Supremacy,” Laws 10, no. 3 (July 31, 2021), 4.
46 Cliff Brunt and Annie Ma, “Title IX:
Strides for Women of Color in Sports Lag
under Law,” AP News, June 22, 2022, https://
apnews.com/article/sports-college-educa-
tion-race-and-ethnicity-lacrosse-d7oa7ab-
6361cbbee8s1d16acb177¢819.

47 Auden Perino, “Dear NCAA, It's Not Too
Late to Let Trans & Intersex Students Play!,”
National Women’s Law Center, January 27,
2022, https://nwlc.org/dear-ncaa-its-not-too-

late-to-let-trans-intersex-students-play/.

48 Advocates for Trans Equality, “The Right
to Play: Title IX and Anti-Trans Sports Bans,”
YouTube, March 23, 2023, https://www.you-
tube.com/watch?v=2C84KOpOwGs&ab_
channel=AdvocatesforTransEquality.

Calling In

1 Loretta Ross, Calling In: How to Start Making
Change with Those You'd Rather Cancel, ed. Megan
Hogan (New York: Simon & Schuster, 2025), 26.

2 Ngoc Loan Tran, “Calling IN: A Less Dis-
posable Way of Holding Each Other Account-
able,” BGD, December 18, 2013, https:/www.
bgdblog.org/2013/12/calling-less-dispos-
able-way-holding-accountable/.

3 Ross, Calling In, 113.

4 “Reproductive Justice,” In Our Own Voice:
National Black Women’s Reproductive Justice
Agenda, accessed January 10, 2025, https://
blackrj.org/our-causes/reproductive-justice/.
5 Alicia Garza, “Imposter Syndrome and
the Patriarchy” in The Purpose of Power: How
We Come Together When We Fall Apart (New
York: One World), 17, 203.

Authoritarianism, Criminalization,
and Reproductive Injustice

1 Pregnancy Justice, “Fetal Personhood
Established By Law or Judicial Decision,” ac-
cessed February 28, 2025, https://www.preg-
nancyjusticeus.org/legal-landscape/.

2 BlackPanther Party, “(1969) The Black Panther
Party: To Feed Our Children,” BlackPast, https:/
www.blackpast.org/african-american-history/
black-panther-party-feed-our-children-1969/

3 Lauren Lefty, “For the People’s Health: Lessons
from the Young Lords for Today's New York,”
Museum of the City of New York, March 2, 2021,
https://www.mcny.org/story/peoples-health-
lessons-young-lords-todays-new-york.

4 Harvard Kennedy School, “Erica Che-
noweth’s ‘Civil Resistance: What Everyone
Needs to Know,” September 8, 2021, https://
www.hks.harvard.edu/behind-the-book /eri-
ca-chenoweth-civil-resistance.

5 Political Research Associates, “Uncovering
Right-Wing Funding: Inform Your Giving—
Right-Wing Funding Session 1," October 25,
2023, https://politicalresearch.org/2023/10/25/
uncovering-right-wing-funding.

The Moral Conservatism Behind
Global Resistance to LGBTI Rights

1 Tina Fetner, How the Religious Right
Shaped Lesbian and Gay Activism (Minneso-
ta: Minnesota University Press, 2008); Conor
O'Dwyer, Coming out of Communism: The
Emergence of Lgbt Activism in Eastern Europe
(New York: New York University Press, 2018).
2 Clifford Bob, Rights as Weapons: Instru-
ments of Conflict, Tools of Power (Princeton:
Princeton University Press, 2019); Cynthia
Burack, Because We Are Human: Contesting Us
Support for Gender and Sexuality Human Rights
Abroad (Albancy, NY: SUNY Press, 2018).

3 Eszter Kovats and Maari Poim, eds., Gen-
der as Symbolic Glue. The Position and Role
of Conservative and Far Right Parties in the
Anti-Gender Mobilizations in Europe (Brus-
sels: FEPS in cooperation with the Fried-
rich-Ebert-Stiftung, 2015).

4 Kristina Stoeckl and Dmitry Uzlaner,
Moralist International. Russia in the Global
Culture Wars (New York: Fordham University
Press, 2022).

5 Allan C. Carlson and Paul T. Mero, “The
Natural Family: A Manifesto,” The Howard
Center for Family, Religion & Society and the
Sutherland Institute 19 (March 2005 2005),
accessed 2016-08-24 15:05:39.

6 Melinda Cooper, Family Values. Between
Neoliberalism and the New Social Conserva-
tism (New York: Zone Books, 2017).

7 Interview with a Russian member of the
World Congress of Families, 2017.

WINTER/SPRING 2025

Political Research Associates -+

39


https://dailymail.co.uk/news/exclusive/article-12815095/Lionesses-Desert-Inside-Israels-female-tank-unit-taking-Hamas-terrorists-led-British-captain-20-says-role-dream-come-true.html/
https://patreon.com/posts/when-genocide-is-102514539/
https://patreon.com/posts/when-genocide-is-102514539/
https://truthout.org/articles/journalism-professors-nyt-risks-credibility-with-inaction-on-oct-7-article/
https://truthout.org/articles/journalism-professors-nyt-risks-credibility-with-inaction-on-oct-7-article/
https://truthout.org/articles/journalism-professors-nyt-risks-credibility-with-inaction-on-oct-7-article/
https://truthout.org/articles/palestinian-feminists-speak-out-against-reproductive-genocide/
https://truthout.org/articles/palestinian-feminists-speak-out-against-reproductive-genocide/
https://truthout.org/articles/palestinian-feminists-speak-out-against-reproductive-genocide/
https://palestinianfeministcollective.org/the-pfc-condemns-reproductive-genocide-in-gaza/
https://palestinianfeministcollective.org/the-pfc-condemns-reproductive-genocide-in-gaza/
https://palestinianfeministcollective.org/the-pfc-condemns-reproductive-genocide-in-gaza/
https://forgeorganizing.org/article/trans-liberation-and-palestine/
https://forgeorganizing.org/article/trans-liberation-and-palestine/
https://forgeorganizing.org/article/trans-liberation-and-palestine/
https://sfchronicle.com/california/article/trans-activists-gaza-protests-19451811.php/
https://sfchronicle.com/california/article/trans-activists-gaza-protests-19451811.php/
https://ucos.be/iwd-gaza/
https://jineoloji.eu/en/2024/12/12/urgent-call-for-actions-to-defend-rojava-and-to-build-a-democratic-syria/
https://jineoloji.eu/en/2024/12/12/urgent-call-for-actions-to-defend-rojava-and-to-build-a-democratic-syria/
https://jineoloji.eu/en/2024/12/12/urgent-call-for-actions-to-defend-rojava-and-to-build-a-democratic-syria/
https://www.facebook.com/womensliberationfront/videos/great-evening-at-the-our-bodies-our-sports-tour-in-dc-our-vp-margot-heffernan-ga/823387236422861/%201:29
https://www.facebook.com/womensliberationfront/videos/great-evening-at-the-our-bodies-our-sports-tour-in-dc-our-vp-margot-heffernan-ga/823387236422861/%201:29
https://www.facebook.com/womensliberationfront/videos/great-evening-at-the-our-bodies-our-sports-tour-in-dc-our-vp-margot-heffernan-ga/823387236422861/%201:29
https://www.facebook.com/womensliberationfront/videos/great-evening-at-the-our-bodies-our-sports-tour-in-dc-our-vp-margot-heffernan-ga/823387236422861/%201:29
https://www.facebook.com/womensliberationfront/videos/great-evening-at-the-our-bodies-our-sports-tour-in-dc-our-vp-margot-heffernan-ga/823387236422861/%201:29
https://archive.is/4GVal
https://nwlc.org/happy-52nd-anniversary-to-title-ix-heres-what-you-need-to-know-about-bidens-new-title-ix-rule/
https://nwlc.org/happy-52nd-anniversary-to-title-ix-heres-what-you-need-to-know-about-bidens-new-title-ix-rule/
https://nwlc.org/happy-52nd-anniversary-to-title-ix-heres-what-you-need-to-know-about-bidens-new-title-ix-rule/
https://nwlc.org/happy-52nd-anniversary-to-title-ix-heres-what-you-need-to-know-about-bidens-new-title-ix-rule/
https://nwlc.org/happy-52nd-anniversary-to-title-ix-heres-what-you-need-to-know-about-bidens-new-title-ix-rule/
https://www.axios.com/2023/03/31/anti-trans-bills-2023-america
https://www.axios.com/2023/03/31/anti-trans-bills-2023-america
https://www.axios.com/2023/03/31/anti-trans-bills-2023-america
https://translegislation.com/
https://translegislation.com/
https://edition.cnn.com/interactive/asequals/anti-gender-equality-threat-explained-as-equals-intl-cmd/
https://edition.cnn.com/interactive/asequals/anti-gender-equality-threat-explained-as-equals-intl-cmd/
https://edition.cnn.com/interactive/asequals/anti-gender-equality-threat-explained-as-equals-intl-cmd/
https://edition.cnn.com/interactive/asequals/anti-gender-equality-threat-explained-as-equals-intl-cmd/
https://archive.ph/TQv6F
https://archive.ph/TQv6F
https://archive.ph/uWt3u
https://archive.ph/uWt3u
https://archive.is/7xZ4O
https://archive.is/7xZ4O
about:blank
about:blank
about:blank
https://politicalresearch.org/2020/03/26/gender-ideology-yesterday-today-and-tomorrow
https://politicalresearch.org/2020/03/26/gender-ideology-yesterday-today-and-tomorrow
https://politicalresearch.org/2020/03/26/gender-ideology-yesterday-today-and-tomorrow
https://politicalresearch.org/2020/03/26/gender-ideology-yesterday-today-and-tomorrow
https://archive.ph/Fhrfa
https://archive.ph/Fhrfa
https://archive.is/KzysX
https://archive.is/KzysX
https://womensdeclarationusa.com/how-gender-ideology-took-over-so-fast/
https://womensdeclarationusa.com/how-gender-ideology-took-over-so-fast/
https://womensdeclarationusa.com/how-gender-ideology-took-over-so-fast/
https://womensdeclarationusa.com/how-gender-ideology-took-over-so-fast/
https://reports.hrc.org/an-epidemic-of-violence-2024
https://reports.hrc.org/an-epidemic-of-violence-2024
https://reports.hrc.org/an-epidemic-of-violence-2024
https://politicalresearch.org/2020/07/14/room-their-own
https://politicalresearch.org/2020/07/14/room-their-own
https://politicalresearch.org/2020/07/14/room-their-own
https://www.iwf.org/people/may-mailman/
https://www.iwf.org/people/may-mailman/
https://www.iwf.org/people/may-mailman/
https://edition.cnn.com/2023/12/19/politics/connecticut-transgender-sports-revive-lawsuit/index.html
https://edition.cnn.com/2023/12/19/politics/connecticut-transgender-sports-revive-lawsuit/index.html
https://edition.cnn.com/2023/12/19/politics/connecticut-transgender-sports-revive-lawsuit/index.html
https://edition.cnn.com/2023/12/19/politics/connecticut-transgender-sports-revive-lawsuit/index.html
https://archive.ph/zdrno
https://archive.ph/zdrno
https://lux-magazine.com/article/terf-island/
https://lux-magazine.com/article/terf-island/
https://vimeo.com/user104260549
https://vimeo.com/user104260549
https://archive.is/bIc52
https://archive.is/bIc52
https://web.archive.org/web/20250123083638/https://dfipolicy.org/about/
https://web.archive.org/web/20250123083638/https://dfipolicy.org/about/
https://web.archive.org/web/20250123083638/https://dfipolicy.org/about/
https://www.vox.com/lgbtq/385378/trump-trans-kids-sports-ban-schools-title-ix
https://www.vox.com/lgbtq/385378/trump-trans-kids-sports-ban-schools-title-ix
https://www.iwf.org/competition-report/
https://www.iwf.org/competition-report/
https://www.iwf.org/competition-report/
https://hal.science/hal-04477646v1/document
https://hal.science/hal-04477646v1/document
https://hal.science/hal-04477646v1/document
https://www.americanprogress.org/article/fair-play/
https://www.americanprogress.org/article/fair-play/
https://www.americanprogress.org/article/fair-play/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=cr_gv7_n_eY&ab_channel=Women%27sLiberationFront
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=cr_gv7_n_eY&ab_channel=Women%27sLiberationFront
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=cr_gv7_n_eY&ab_channel=Women%27sLiberationFront
https://www.hrw.org/report/2020/12/04/theyre-chasing-us-away-sport/human-rights-violations-sex-testing-elite-women
https://www.hrw.org/report/2020/12/04/theyre-chasing-us-away-sport/human-rights-violations-sex-testing-elite-women
https://www.hrw.org/report/2020/12/04/theyre-chasing-us-away-sport/human-rights-violations-sex-testing-elite-women
https://www.hrw.org/report/2020/12/04/theyre-chasing-us-away-sport/human-rights-violations-sex-testing-elite-women
https://www.thenation.com/article/society/imane-khelif-olympics-paris-boxing-transphobia/
https://www.thenation.com/article/society/imane-khelif-olympics-paris-boxing-transphobia/
https://www.thenation.com/article/society/imane-khelif-olympics-paris-boxing-transphobia/
https://www.thenation.com/article/society/imane-khelif-olympics-paris-boxing-transphobia/
https://apnews.com/article/sports-college-education-race-and-ethnicity-lacrosse-d70a7ab6361cbbee851d16acb177c819
https://apnews.com/article/sports-college-education-race-and-ethnicity-lacrosse-d70a7ab6361cbbee851d16acb177c819
https://apnews.com/article/sports-college-education-race-and-ethnicity-lacrosse-d70a7ab6361cbbee851d16acb177c819
https://apnews.com/article/sports-college-education-race-and-ethnicity-lacrosse-d70a7ab6361cbbee851d16acb177c819
https://nwlc.org/dear-ncaa-its-not-too-late-to-let-trans-intersex-students-play/
https://nwlc.org/dear-ncaa-its-not-too-late-to-let-trans-intersex-students-play/
https://nwlc.org/dear-ncaa-its-not-too-late-to-let-trans-intersex-students-play/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2C84KOpOwGs&ab_channel=AdvocatesforTransEquality
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2C84KOpOwGs&ab_channel=AdvocatesforTransEquality
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2C84KOpOwGs&ab_channel=AdvocatesforTransEquality
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2C84KOpOwGs&ab_channel=AdvocatesforTransEquality
https://www.bgdblog.org/2013/12/calling-less-disposable-way-holding-accountable/
https://www.bgdblog.org/2013/12/calling-less-disposable-way-holding-accountable/
https://www.bgdblog.org/2013/12/calling-less-disposable-way-holding-accountable/
https://blackrj.org/our-causes/reproductive-justice/
https://blackrj.org/our-causes/reproductive-justice/
https://www.pregnancyjusticeus.org/legal-landscape/
https://www.pregnancyjusticeus.org/legal-landscape/
https://www.blackpast.org/african-american-history/black-panther-party-feed-our-children-1969/
https://www.blackpast.org/african-american-history/black-panther-party-feed-our-children-1969/
https://www.blackpast.org/african-american-history/black-panther-party-feed-our-children-1969/
https://www.mcny.org/story/peoples-health-lessons-young-lords-todays-new-york
https://www.mcny.org/story/peoples-health-lessons-young-lords-todays-new-york
https://www.hks.harvard.edu/behind-the-book/erica-chenoweth-civil-resistance
https://www.hks.harvard.edu/behind-the-book/erica-chenoweth-civil-resistance
https://www.hks.harvard.edu/behind-the-book/erica-chenoweth-civil-resistance
https://politicalresearch.org/2023/10/25/uncovering-right-wing-funding
https://politicalresearch.org/2023/10/25/uncovering-right-wing-funding

The Public Eye
POLITICAL RESEARCH ASSOCIATES
1310 BROADWAY. SUITE 201
SOMERVILLE, MA 02144

The Art of Activism:
Beyond Molotovs: A Visual Handbook of
Anti-Authoritarian Strategies.

Atatime when authoritarian nationalism and anti-feminist, racist, and classist
forces are growing worldwide, how can we turn feelings of indignation, grief,
and hopelessness into collective action toward building a better world?

ArtistBoniswa Khumaloreflects on doing thisworkin intersectional Black feminist
struggles against gendered violence in contemporary South Africa. Her collage in
“Naked Protesting: The Intersections of Gender in Counter-Movements” is one of
several works of art featured in the 2024 open-access volume, Beyond Molotovs:
A Visual Handbook of Anti-Authoritarian Strategies, edited by the International
Research Group on Authoritarianism and Counter-Strategies (IRGAC) and
kollectiv orangotango. The book collects more than 50 first-hand accounts of the
“powerful and creative strategies” people are using around the world, “From the
collective art and aesthetics of feminist movements in India, Iran, Mexico, and
Poland, to sewing collectives, subversive internet art in Hong Kong, and even anti-
authoritarian board games.”

Such acts go beyond resisting the Far Right with a defense of the status quo.
As two of the book’s editors, Aurel Eschmann and Borries Nehe, write in the
book’s introduction, “These strategies and struggles carry ideas, emotions, and
practices that are the seeds of another world. Yes, it is true that imagining a
fundamentally different world has become more difficult recently, and yet, it is
Artby Boniswa Khumalo possible. Itisactually beinglived out in anti-authoritarian strategies worldwide.”
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