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Christian Reconstructionism

Religious Right Extremism Gains Influence—DPart Two

Part One of this article (The Public Eye,
Mayrch, 1994) introduced readers to
Christian Reconstructionism, a little-
known theological movement that ad-
vocates rule by Biblical
law rather than by secu-
lnr legal guides such as
The Constitution. For
these religious right ex-
tremists, the purpose of
instituting rule by the
faws of the Old Testa-
ment 15 t0 YECOMSLYuct
society towards the
Kingdom of God on
Earth. Contemporary
matters are, under Reconstructionist
thought, examined according to o Bib-
lical worldview and Biblical Principles.
Part One reviewed the origins of
Reconstructionist thought, the move-
ment’s founders and curvent leaders,
and its mafor institutions. In Part
Two, I examine the relationship be-
tween Christian Reconstructionism
and other sectors of the right wing, and
explore the influence of Reconstruction-
tsm within the Christian Righr. The
purpose of this discussion is to review
Reconstructionism’ political affilia-
tions, successes, and significance.

NO LONGER WITHOUT SHEEP
cconstructionism has been
of interest to few outside
the evangelical community
until recently, as its politi-

cal significance has begun to emerge.

At the same time that the Coalition on

Revival (COR) provided a catalyst

(and a cover) for the discussion, dis-

semination, and acceptance of Recon-

structionist doctrine, these ideas have
percolated up through a wide swath of

American Protestantism. Nowhere,
however, is Reconstructionism (some-
times known as dominionism) having
a more dramatic impact than in Pente-

% Nobody has the right to worship on
this planet any other God than Jehovah.
And therefore the state does not have
the responsibility to defend anybody’s
pseudo-right to worship an idol.”

—REV. JOSEPH MORECRAFT,

CHALCEDON PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH, MARIETTA, GEORGIA

costal and charismatic churches.
Pentecostalists, best known for
speaking in tongues and practicing
faith healing and prophesy—known as
“pifts of the spirit”—include televan-
gelists Jimmy Swaggart and Oral Rob-
erts. Among well-known charismatics
are Pat Robertson and Supreme Court
Justice Clarence Thomas. Histori-
cally, Pentecostals have been apolitical
for the most part. However, over the
past 15 years, much of Pentecostalism
has begun to adopt aspects of
Reconstructionist/dominion theol-
ogy. This is not an accident.
Reconstructionists have sought to
graft their theology onto the experi-

entially-oriented, and often theologi-
cally-amorphous, Pentecostal and
charismatic traditions. Following a
1987 Reconstructionist/Pentecostal
theological meeting, Jo-
seph Morecraft exclaim-
ed: “God is blending Pres-
byterian theology with
Charismatic zeal into a
force that cannot be
stopped!”

Gary North claims
that “the ideas of the
reconstructionists have
penetrated into Protes-
tant circles that for the
most part are unaware of the original
source of the theological ideas that are
beginning to transform them.” North
describes the “three major legs of the
Reconstructionist movement™ as,
“the Presbyterian oriented educators,
the Baptist school headmasters and
pastors, and the charismatic telecom-
munications system.”

What this means is that hundreds
of thousands of Pentecostals and char-
ismatic Christians, as well as many
fundamentalist Baptists, have moved
out of the apolitical camp. Many have
thrown themsclves into political
work—not merely as voters, but as
ideologically-driven activists, bring-
ing a reconstructed “Biblical world-
view” to bear on their area of activism.

This is probably the lasting con-
tribution of Reconstructionism.
Whether it is Operation Rescue activ-
ists called to anti-abortion work be-
cause of Francis Schaeffer’s books, or
Pentecostals who responded to the
politicizing ministry and electoral am-
bitions of Pat Robertson during the
1970°s and 1980’s, the politicization
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of Pentecostalism is one of the major
stories of modern American politics.

Indeed, Robertson has been piv-
otal in this process: mobilizing Pente-
costals and charismatics into politics
through his books, TV programs, Re-
gent University, the 1988 Presidential
campaign, and his political organiza-
tions—first The Freedom Council in
the 1980s and now The Christian
Coalition.

Gary North and others see oppor-
tunities for Reconstructionism to
build its influence through an activist
response to crises in established insti-
tutions, from the public schools to
democracy itself. This “decentralist™
activism is not necessarily indepen-
dent or “grassroots.” Political brush-
fires are *a fundamental tool of resis-
tance™ observes North, “but it takes a
combination of centralized strategy,
and local mobilization and execn-
tion.” This is precisely what we are
beginning to see clearly in the con-

temporary politics of the Christian
Right. From the lawsuits brought by
the Rutherford Institute and the
American Center for Law and Justice
to stealth takeovers of school boards,
the effort is to subvert the normal
functioning of society, in order to
make room for the growth of theo-
cratic evangelicalism.

North sees a special role for the
Christian Broadcasting Network
(CBN) TV satellite, as the epitome of
the political effectiveness of televan-
gelists. He appreciates CBN’s ability
to magnify local battles, and commu-
nicate them to a national audience.
“Without a means of publicizing a cri-
sis” writes North, “few pastors would
take a stand.” Thus North sces CBN
as a key component in increasing the
impact of decentralized “brush-fire
wars” in which the battles over abor-
tion, pornography, zoning for Chris-
tian schools, etc., happen in many
places at once to strain the system.

The Jewish Reconstructionist

Movement

There is also a Reconstructonist movementin Judaism, not ro be confused
with Christian Reconstructionism. The two could hardly be farther apart!
Reconstructionist Jews sce Judaism as the evelving religious civilization of
the Jewish people, comprising its culture, arss, language, svmbols, texts,
and pracrices. The refigious aspect of this civilization is understood not as
rooted in divine revelation, but as the people’s collectively developed
expression of a vision.of what is ultimately meaningful; its highesr values
and most cherished inherited wisdom. Gad is thought of as the Process
that (or the One who) makes for salvation, working through the world and
people rather than upon them.

The project now Bcing Jews, in this view, is to “reconstruct™ a
Judaism for the present era that will advance the lasting values of indivdual
fulfllment, treating all people as the reflection of the divine image, and
pursuing social justice'and peace among all the world’s communitics. That
will, by the attraction of its own intrinsic worth, also sustain the Jewish
pocople.®

—Hayyim Feldman

* Based on Exploving Judaism: A Reconstructionist Approach, by

Rebecea Alpert and Jacob Staub. New 'i‘m'}f;: Reconstructionist Press,
1985, with apologies for the mangling, which is my own. —H.E
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RECONSTRUCTIONISM
AND THE CHRISTIAN RIGHT
econstructionism has play-
ed an important role in
shaping the contemporary
Christian Right, as indi-
cated by the number of Christian
Right leaders involved in COR.
Reconstructionism’s influence is also
pronounced in another major hub of
the Christian Right: the multifaceted
organjzation of Pat Robertson. Al-
though it denics a Reconstructionist
orientation, the Robertson organi-
zation is doing exactly what Gary
North describes. Robertson’s Chris-
tian Coalition, for instance, follows a
clearly decentralist political plan,
directed and encouraged by highly
centralized media, educational and
political units.

The Christian Coalition, forged
from Robertson’s mailing lists and his
1988 Presidential campaign, has in
four years become the largest and
most politically significant formation
within the religious Right. Its com-
prehensive, locally-focused efforts to
take over the Republican party “from
the bottom up” and to run “stealth
candidates™ for local offices have been
widely reported and discussed.

Robertson himself seems to lack
the long-term vision of Reconstruc-
tionist thinkers, but he is clearly
driven by a short-term militant “do-
minion” mandate—the mandate that
Christians “Christianize™ the coun-
try’s social and political institutions.
He offers a fevered vision of power
and “spiritual warfare,” perhaps even
physical conflict with the forces of Sa-
tan in the near future. “The world is
going to be ours” he once confided,
“but not without a battle, (not) with-
out bloodshed.” Ata recent Christian
Coalition national strategy confer-
cnce, Robertson railed against “Sa-
tanic forces,” declaring: “We are not
coming up against just human beings
to beat them in elections. We’re going
to be coming up against spiritual war-
fare. And if we’re not aware of what
we’re fighting, we will lose.” No
longer the exclusive revolutionary vi-
sion of Christian Reconstructionist
extremists, dominionism now has
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achieved virtual hegemony over many
forms of Christian fundamentalism.
Historian Garry Wills sees dominion-
ist doctrine not only in those “thor-
ough and consistent dominionists, the
followers of Rousas John Rushdoony,
who are called Christian Reconstruc-
tionists,” but also clearly present in
Pat Robertson’s book, The Secrer
Kingdom.

Robertson works not only domin-
ionism, but Old Testament Biblical
law into his books. In The New World
QOrder Robertson writes that “there is
no way that government can operate
successfully unless led by godly men
and women operating under the laws
of the God of Jacob.” Impatient with
Robertson’s public equivocations,
Reconstructionist author Gary DeMar
describes Robertson as an “opera-
tional Reconstructionist.”

Reconstructionist influences are
also evident at Robertson’s Regent
University. For example, the long-
rime Dean of the Law School, Herb
Titus, though not himself a Recon-
structionist, has used Rushdoony’s
book in his introductory Law course.
Texts by North and Rushdoony have
been used for years in the School of
Public Policy, where Reconstruction-
ist Joseph Kickasola teaches. The library
has extensive holdings of Reconstruc-
tionist literature and tapes.

Regent University board chair
Dee Jepson is a longtime COR Steer-
ing Committee member. She was an
active advocate for the school’s
change of name from Christian
Broadcast Network (CBN) University
to Regent University, arguing that
“Regent” better reflected its mission.
Robertson explained that a “regent™
is onc who governs in the absence of a
sovereign. And that Regent U. trains
students to rule, until Jesus, the ab-
sent sovereign, returns. Robertson
says Regent U. is “a kingdom institu-
tion” for grooming “God’s represen-
tatives on the face of the earth.”

Dee Jepson, in addition to her
membership on the COR Steering
Committee, is married to former Sen.
Roger Jepson (R -Iowa), who signed a
fundraising letrer for Rushdoony’s
Chalcedon Foundation in 1982,

THE CONSPIRACY FACTOR
ne aspect of Reconstruc-
tionism’s appeal to the
Christian Right is that
it provides a unifying
framework for conspiracy theories.
Gary North explains that: “There is
one conspiracy, Satan’s, and ulti-
mately it must fail. Satan’s supernatu-
ral conspiracy is the conspiracy; all
other visible conspiracies are merely
putworkings of this supernatural con-
spiracy.” Pat Robertson makes a simi-
lar argument in his book The New
Worid Order, which all new members
of Robertson’s Christian Coalition re-
ceive.

R. J. Rushdoony states that: “The
view of history as conspiracy...is a ba-
sic aspect of the perspective of ortho-
dox Christianity.” A conspiratorial
view of history is a consistent ingredi-
ent of Christian Right ideology in the
United States, and is often used to
explain the failure of conservative
Christian denominations with mil-
lennial ambitions to achieve or sustain
political power. The blame for this is
most often assigned to the Masons,
particularly an 18th century Masonic
group called the Iluminati, and ulti-
mately, to Satan.

Panicked Congregationalist
clergy, faced with disestablishment of
state churches (and thus their political
power) in the 18th and 19th centu-
ries, fanned the flames of anti-Ma-
sonic hatred with conspiracy theories.
To this day, Pat Robertson claims
Masonic conspiracies are out to de-
stroy Christianity and thwart Chris-
tian rule. Throughout The New World
Order Robertson refers to freema-
sonry as a Satanic conspiracy, along
with the New Age movement. The
distortion of reality that can follow
from such views is well-represented by
Robertson®s assertion that former
Presidents Woodrow Wilson, Jimmy
Carter, and George Bush are unwit-
ting agents of Satan because they sup-
ported international groups of nations
such as the United Nations.

Another example of Christian
Right conspiracy theory is the writing
of Dr. Stanley Monticth, a California
activist who is a member of the Chris-
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tian Coalition and the Coalition on
Revival. He is a leading anti-gay
spokesperson for the Christian Right.
In his book, AIDS, The Unnecessary
Epidemic: America Under Siege, Mon-
tieth argues that AIDS is the result of
a conspiracy of gays, humanists and
other “sinister forces which work be-
hind the scenes attempting to destroy
our society.”

Montieth’s book is published by a
self-described Reconstructionist
Daimar D. Dennis (who is also a
member of the National Council of
the John Birch Society). Montieth’s
actions underscore his words. At a re-
cent conference of the anti-abortion
group Human Life International he
helped staff a literature table stocked
with crude anti-Semitic books as well
as books claiming to expose the Ma-
sonic conspiracy.

THE WRATH OF MORECRAFT
f the Christian Right ever came
to power, it’s anyone’s guess
what would actually occur. But
it may be instructive to examine
what has happened as theocratically-
informed factions advance locally. In
Cobb County, Georgia, for example,
where the powerful County Commis-
sion is controlled by the Christian
Right, homosexuality has been
banned, arts funding cut off, and
abortion services through the county
public employee health plan banned.
This series of steps by the Cobb
County Commission made national
news in the summer of 1993,

Rev. Joseph Morecraft, whose po-
litically-active Reconstructionist
Chalcedon Presbyterian Church is lo-
cated in Marictta, Georgia, the Cobb
County seat, provided a Recon-
structionist view of these events.
Asked at the time where he saw Bibli-
cal law advancing, he cited “the
county where I live,” where “they
passed a law...that homosexuals are
not welcome in that county, because
homosexuality was against the com-
munity standards. The next week” he
continued, “they voted on whether or
not they should use tax money of the
county to support art—immoral, por-
nographic art, so they make the an-
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nouncement, not only are we not go-
ing to use tax monies in this county to
sponsor pornographic art, we’re not
going to use tax money to Ssponsor any
art, because that’s not the role of civil
government. And last week™ he con-
cluded, “that no tax money in Cobb
County will be spent on abortions.”

Such views pale before More-
craft’s deeper views of life and govern-
ment. In his book, and especially
when speaking at the 1993 Biblical
World View and Christian Education
Conference, Morecraft discussed with
relish the police power of the state.
His belief in the persecution of non-
believers and those who are insuffi-
ciently orthodox is crystal clear.

Morecraft described democracy as
“mob rule,” and stated that the pur-
pose of “civil government™ is to “ter-
rorize evil doers...to be an avenger!”
he shouted, “To bring down the
wrath of God to bear on all those who
practice evill”

“And how do you terrorize an evil
doer?” he asked. “You enforce Biblical
law!” The purpose of government, he
said, is “to protect the church of Jesus
Christ,” and, “Nobody has the right
to worship on this planet any other
God than Jehovah. And therefore the
state does not have the responsibility
to defend anybody’s pseudo-right to
worship an idol!”

“There ain’t no such thing.” as
religious pluralism, he declared. Fur-
ther, “There has never been such a
condition in the history of mankind.
There is no such place-now. There
never will be.”

TRANSCENDENT ACTS
eanwhile, perhaps the
chief accomplishment
of the Reconstruction-
ist movement has been
the forging of an ideclogical pole (and
an accompanying polirical strategy) in
American politics, a pole by which the
Christian Right will continue to mea-
sure itself. Some embrace it com-
pletely; others reject it. As recently as
a few years ago most evangelicals
viewed Reconstructionists as a band of
theological misfits without a follow-
ing. All that has changed, along with

the numbers and character of the
Christian Right. The world of evan-
gelicalism and, arguably, American
politics generally, will not be the same,

Among those Reconstructionists
who have already moved into posi-
tions of significant power and influ-
ence are two directors of R.J. Rush-
doony’s Chalcedon Foundation; phi-
lanthropist Howard Ahmanson and
political consultant Wayne C.Johnson
epitomize the current political strat-
egy of the new Christian Right.

Heir to a large fortune, Howard
Ahmanson is a an important Califor-
nia power broker who has said, “My
purpose is total integration of Biblical
law into our lives.” He bankrolls
Christian Right groups and political
campaigns, largely through an unin-
corporated entity called the Fieldstead
Company which has, for example,
been a major contributor to Paul
Weyrich’s Free Congress Foundation.
Fieldstead has also co-published, with
Crossway Books, a series of Recon-
structionist-oriented books called
Turning Point: Christian Worldview
Series, which are widely available in
Christian bookstores.

Ahmanson and his wife have spent
hundreds of thousands of dollars sup-
porting California political candi-
dates, as well as supporting the 1993
California school voucher initiative
and the 1992 voucher initiative in Colo-
rado. He has also teamed up with a
small group of conservative business-
men, notably Rob Hurtt of Container
Supply Corporation, to form a series
of political action committees. The
direct donations from these PACs and
the personal contributions of Ahman-
son and Hurtt, coupled with those of
other PACs to which the group sub-
stantially contributed, amounted to
nearly three million to 19 right-wing
candidates for the California State
Senate and various other conservative
causes in 1992. A dozen candidates
backed by the Christian Right won.
Ahmanson himself is a member of the
GOP state central committee, along
with many other Christian Rightists,
who have gained power by systemati-
cally taking over California GOP

county committees.
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A political operative named
Wayne Johnson, who had been an ar-
chitect of California’s 1990 term lim-
its initiative, managed the campaigns
of several Ahmanson-backed candi-
dates in 1992. The practical impact of
term limits is to remove the advanrage
of incumbency (both Democrat and
Republican) which the extreme Chris-
tian Right is prepared to exploit, having
created a disciplined voting bloc and
the regources to finance candidates.

At a Reconstructionist conference
in 1983, Johnson outlined an early
version of the strategy we see operat-
ing in California today. According to
Johnson, the principal factor in deter-
mining victory in California state leg-
islative races is incumbency, by a fac-
tor of 35-1. The legislature at the time
was dominated by Democrats (and
Republicans unacceptable to conser-
vatives). The key for the Christian
Right was to be able to: 1) remove or
minimize the advantage of incum-
bency, and 2} create a disciplined vot-
ing bloc from which to run candidates
in Republican primaries, where voter
turn out was low and scarce resources
could be put to maximum effect. In
the past few years, Christian Rightists
have been able to do both. Thanks to
Ahmanson, Hurtt and others, they
also now have the financing to be
competitive.

Since the mid-1970%s, the ex-
treme Christian Right, under the tute-
lage of then-State Senator H.L
Richardson, targeted open seats and
would finance only challengers, not
incumbents. By 1983, they were able
to increase the number of what
Johnson called “reasonably decent
guys” in the legislature from four to
twenty-seven. At the Third Annual
Northwest Conference for Recon-
struction in 1983, Johnson stated that
he believed they may achieve “politi-
cal hegemony...in this generation.” In
1994, they are not far from that goal.
Rob Hurtt won a 1993 open seat by-
clection for State Senate. Now State
Sen. Hurtt is also the chairman of the
Republican campaign committee for
the State Lepislature, an important
power brokering role for a freshman
State Senator. The GOP, led by con-



The Public Eye

servative Christians, is only four scats
away from majority control.

A WHOLE GENERATION
OF GARY NORTHS
till, it is in the next generation
that most Reconstructionists
hope to scize the future. “All
long term social change” de-
clares Gary North, “comes from the
successful efforts of one or another
struggling organizations to capture the
minds of a hard core of future leaders,
as well as the respect of a wider popu-
lation.” The key to this, they believe,
lies with the Christian school, and the
home schooling movement, both deep-
ly influenced by Reconstructionism.

Unsurprisingly, Reconstruction-
ists seek to abolish public schools,
which they see as a critical component
in the promotion of a secular world
view. It is this secular world view with
which they declare themselves to be at
war. “Until the vast majority of Chris-
tians pull their children out of the
public schools” writes Gary North,
“there will be no possibility of creat-
ing a theocratic republic.”

Among the top Reconstruction-
ists in education politics is Robert
Thoburn of Fairfax Christian School
in Fairfax, Virginia. Thoburn advo-
cates that Christians run for school
board, while keeping their own chil-
dren out of public schools. “Your
goal” (once on the board), he de-
clares, “must be to sink the ship.”
While not every conservative Chris-
tian who runs for school board shares
this goal, those who do will, as
Thoburn advises, probably keep it to
themselves. Thoburn’s book, The
Children Trap, is a widely-used
sourcebook for Christian Right at-
tacks on public education.

Joseph Morecraft, who also runs a
school, said in 1987: “I belicve the
children in the Christian schools of
America are the Army that is going to
take the future. Right now...the
Christian Reconstruction movement
is made up of a few preachers, teach-
ers, writers, scholars, publishing
houses, editors of magazines, and it’s
growing quickly. But I expect a mas-
sive acceleration of this movement in

about 25 or 30 years, when those kids
that are now in Christian schools have
graduated and taken their places in
American society, and moved into
places of influence and power.”

Similarly, the Christian “home
schooling” movement is part of the
long-term revolutionary strategy of
Reconstructionism. One of the princi-
pal home schooling curriculums is
provided by Reconstructionist Paul
Lindstrom of Christian Liberty Acad-
emy {CLA) in Arlington Heights, Illi-
nois. CLA claims that it serves about
20,000 families. Its current curricu-
lum includes a book ¢n “Biblical Eco-
nomics” by Gary North. Home
schooling advocate Christopher
Klicka, who has been deeply influ-
enced by R.J. Rushdoony, writes:
“Sending our children to the public
school violates nearly every Biblical
principle...It is tantamount to sending
our children to be trained by the en-
emy.” He claims that the public
schools are Satan’s choice.

Klicka also advocates religious
self-segregation and advises Chris-
tians not to affiliate with non-Chris-
tian home schoolers in any way. “The
differences I am talking about” de-
clares Klicka, “have resulted in wars
and martyrdom in the not too distant
past.” According to Klicka, who is an
attorney with the Home School Legal
Defense Association, “as an organiza-
tion, and as individunals, we are com-
mitted to promote the cause of Christ
and His Kingdom.”

Estimates of the number of home
schooling families vary enormously. Con-
servatively, there are certainly over
100,000. Klicka estimates that 85-90
percent of home schoolers are doing so
“based on their religious convictions.™
“In effect,” he concludes, “these fami-
lies are operating religious schools in
their homes.” A fringe movement no
longer, Christian home-schoolers are
now being actively recrnited by the
arch-conservative Hillsdale College.

A COVERT KINGDOM
uch has been made of
the “stealth tactics”
currently practiced by
the Christian Right,
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Whereas the Moral Majority, led by
Jerry Falwell, was overt about its
Christian agenda, many contemporary
Christian Rightists have lowered their
religious profile or gone under cover,
In fact these tactics have been refined
for years by the Reconstructionist
movement, as Robert Thoburn’s edu-
cation strategy suggests. Gary North
proposed stealth tactics more than a
decade ago in The Journal of Christian
Regonstruction (1981) urging “infil-
tration” of government to help
“smooth the transition to Christian
political leadership...Christians must
begin to organize politically within
the present party structure, and they
must begin to infiltrate the existing
institutional order.”

Similar stealth tactics have epito-
mized the recent resurgence of the
Christian Right, as groups like Citi-
zens for Excellence in Education, and
the Christian Coalition have quietly
backed candidates who generally
avoided running as overtly “Chris-
tian” candidates. The Christian Coali-
tion actually proposed something
similar to Gary North’s notion of “in-
filtration” when its 1992 “County
Action Plan” for Pennsylvania advised
that “You should never mention the
name Christian Coalition in Republi-
can circles.” The goal, apparently, is
to facilitate becoming “directly in-
volved in the local Republican Central
Committee so that you are an in-
sider.” “This way” continues the
manual, *you can get a copy of the
local committee rules and a feel for
who is in the current Republican
Committee.” The next step is to re-
cruit conservative Christians to oc-
cupy vacant party posts or to run
against moderates who “put the Re-
publican Party ahead of principle.”

Antonio Rivera, a New York
Christian Coalition political advisor,
suggested similar ideas at a 1992
Christian Coalition meeting. While
urging that Coalition members seek
to place themselves in influential posi-
tions, he advised that “You keep your
personal views to yourself until the
Christian community is ready to rise
up, and then wow! They’re gonna be
devastated!”
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Central to the Christian Right’s
strategy is to exploit the national pat-
tern of low voter participation by turn-
ing out their constituents in a strategi-
cally disciplined fashion and in greater
proportion than the rest of the popu-
lation. An important vehicle for achiev-
ing this goal is the ideology of Chris-
tan Reconstructionism or its stripped-
down root, dominionism, which at
once deepens the political motivation
of their constituency and widens that
constituency by systematically mobij-
lizing a network of churches. Many of
these churches were politically
uninvolved until recently.

Much has been written about the
success of Pat Robertson’s Christian
Coalition in accomplishing these

goals. But it could be argued that the
Christian Coalition would not have
been possible without Reconstruc-
tionism, and that Operation Rescue
would not have been possible without
the Reconstructionist-influenced
Francis Schaeffer. Twenty years ago,
Pat Robertson was an apolitical charis-
matic televangelist, and Randall Terry
a would-be rock & roll star.

CONCLUSION

Christian Reconstructionism’s ulti-
mate moment may or may not arrive.
However, it has already had tremen-
dous influence as the caralyst for an
historic shift in American religion and
politics. Christian colleges, book-
stores, and magazine racks are full of

Reconstructionist material. The pro-
liferation of this material and influ-
ence is likely to continue. Christian
Reconstructionism is largely an un-
derground, underestimated move-
ment of ideas, the rippling surface of

"which is the political movement

known today as the Christian Right.
—Frederick Clarkson

Frederick Clarkson is a free-lance jour-
nalist and researcher who has written
extensively on the religious Right. He
has recently been appointed as coordi-
nator for publications at Planned Par-
enthood Federation of America’s Public
Policy Institute.

{ Write or call for footnotes for this article.)

BOOKS RECEIV

Mucller, Marnie

Green Fires: Assault on Eden

Willimantic, CT: Curbstone Press, 1994
318 pages, $19.95

Though novels are not usually listed in
The Public Eye's Books Received section,
we make an exception in this case. Mar-
nie Mueller has written a gripping, page-
turning account of a young women who
returns to Ecuador to revisit the site of
her traumatic Peace Corps assignment.
She and her new husband venture into
the rainforest in search of birds, and find
instead a genocidal program against the
indigenous people, with U.S. involve-
ment. Mueller’s political sensibility is
clear-headed but she is not afraid to ex-
plore the complexity of real-life situa-
tions and the ambivalence they can create.

Himmelfarb, Gertrude
On Looking Into The Abyss:
Untimely Thoughts on

Culture and Society

New York, Alfred A. Knopf, 1994
161 pages, with footnotes and index. §23.00.

Gertrude Himmelfarb is Emeritus Prof-
essor of History in the CUNY Graduate
School. A cross between Alan Bloom and
Jeanne Kirkpatrick, she is a neo-conser-
vative academic traditonalist embittered
over recent changes in the canon. This

A Selected, Annotated List

collection of recent lectures and essays
makes interesting and thought-provok-
ing points, but they are delivered with
hostility, pretentiousness, and snide dis-
dain of anyone who questions tradition.
What could have been a valuable contri-
bution to the debate over literary criti-
cism, historiography and the curriculum
is instead a drumbeat of attacks on
liberalism.

Kane, Robert
Through the Moral Maze:
Searching for Absolute

Values in a Pluralistic World
New York, Paragon House, 1994,

210 pages with footnotes, bibhograply,

and index. $27.95

Robert Kane, a professor of philosophy
at the University of Texas at Austin has
made a noble attempt to sort out poli-
tical conflicts by applying the discourse
of social ethics. This promising exercise
is a good reminder that dogmatic cling-
ing to political or moral positions does
not move one past conflicts, but Kane
offers a watery liberalism that eases ten-
sions by failing to take clear stands. His
musings on a better world do not ack-
nowledge the power of forces of injustice
and oppression, or the need for a philo-
sophy of morality that starkly opposes it.
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Delgado, Gary

Beyond the Politics of Place:
New Directions in Commu-
nity Organizing in the
1990°s

Oakland, Apphed Research Center, 1994, 85 pp.,
plus Appcendix and foornotes.

Funded by the Ford Foundation, Del-
gado’s study presents a brief history of
the evolution of community organizing,
its successes and failures and the differ-
ent models used as a background to the
situation facing community organizing
in the 1990’s. Although too summarial
to be generally useful to experienced
activists, it would be very useful to
introduce new activists and organizers
and potential funders to critical con-
cepts. Experienced organizers would also
find its lists of training and support orga-
nizations nationwide helpful. Regardless
of who is reading it, Beyond the Politics
of Place should be commended for its
stress on the importance of race and gen-
der issues in community organizing, the
importance of an infrastructure for such
a movement and the situation which
community organizing faces in the
1990%s. It is in stressing the linkage
between these larger issues and the local
issues often addressed by community
organizations that Delgado is at his best.
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RUTHERFORD INSTITUTE
CONTINUES SCHOOL
CAMPAIGN

The Rutherford Institute continues
an aggressive campaign to threaten
and pursue litigation in public
schools where par-
ents contend their
children are being
discriminated against
on the basis of reli-
gious beliefs. The In-
stitute is circulating a
50-page pocket-sized
pamphlet titled Tonr
Rights in the Public
Sechools, by Rutherford director John
W. Whitehead. The text is supported
with over 247 footnotes which gives
the impression that the legal advice
represents the current state of case
law in the U.S. In fact, according to
the ACLU, the opinions of White-
head represent an idiosyncratic view
of the law that is not widely shared in
the legal community. The Ruther-
ford strategy appears to be a form of
intellectual sleight-of-hand coupled
with intimidation through threat of
litigation to manipulate local school

boards into caving in on church-
statc separation issues. Without
outside legal assistance, most
school boards have neither the time
nor money to counter the clever
legal arguments put forward by
Rutherford, and com-
promising on principles
may often seem the
lesser of two evils.
Rutherford also offers
100 copies per month
of their Religions Lib-
erty Bulletin for three
months as a trial offer
to local churches who
will distribute them to parishoners.

ROBERTSON-BACKED
CANDIDATES LOSE

IN HIS BACKYARD

All five candidates backed by Pat
Robertson and the Christian Coali-
tion lost a hotly-contested local
school board election in Robert-
son’s home base of Virginia Beach,
VA. The evangelical Kids First slate
lost to a slate endorsed by the
teachers’ union, the Virginia Beach
Education Association. The leader

of the losing slate, Edward G. Krey-
ling, Jr. told the New York Times
“The rumor was that we were a
right-wing takeover... Christians are
being persecuted. Calling someone
a religious person in politics these
days is not a compliment.” A spokes-
person for Robertson told the Times
that atracks on the evangelical slate
had been a campaign strategy that’s
biggted,and wrong.”

The attempt by right-wing
evangelicals to portray themselves as
beleaguered victims of discrimina-
tion is part of a national strategy
designed to blunt criticism by falsely
suggesting that any criticism of the
effects of their political agenda is an
attack on their right to free exercise
of religion. The tactic also blurs the
fact that right-wing evangelicals do
not represent the entirety of those
religiously devout, which spans the
polirical spectrum; and innacurately
implies that their specific theologi-
cal viewpoint is the only view accu-
rately described as religious or
Christian.
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THE RIGHT

LOOKS AT THE WORLD

“The Anti-Abortion Movement
Stanis Evect Before the Nation®
Headline from an unintentionally
priapic flyer from the intentionally
theacratic American Soclety for the
Defense of Tradition, Family-and
Property:

PRA LOOKS AT THE RIGHT

Theocracy: makes mockery
of demperacy. :

God's spokesnien coincidently

_a patriarch-racy
“How convenent this view

rerains privilege for the few,

Divine prdination’s male aatocracy.



The most concise introductory pam-
phlet on the Religious Right cur-
rently available is The Political Activ-
ity of the Religious Right in the
1990°s: A Critical Analysis, by Rabbi
Lori Forman of the American Jewish
Committee. Published in 1994, the
pamphlet is available upon request
by mail. Call one of AJC’s thirty lo-
cal and regional offices or write
American Jewish Committee, Insti-
tute of Human Relations, 165 East
56th Street, New York, NY 10022-
2746, or call 212 751-4000.

Catholics for Free Choice has pub-
lished A New Rite: Conservative
Catholic Organizations and Their
Allies. Researched and written by
veteran investigative reporter Steve
Askin, the 91-page guide provides
detailed descriptions of the major
organizations. A cross-referenced
list of key individuals mentioned in
the organizational section is also in-
cluded. To order call {202} 986-
6093.

LA BT G YR

Resources

Massachusetts may seem an unlikely
venue but growing grassroots activ-
ism by religious right groups has
prompted two spiral-bound hand-
books published in 1994 for persons
fighting for democracy, pluralism
and separation of church and state.

B Meeting the Challenge of the Reli-
gious Right in Massachussetts: A
Handbook for Citizens Who Care is
available from the Lighthouse Insti-
tute for Public Policy, P.O. Box
5039, Cochituare, MA 01778. Each
handbook is $25.00 plus $3.50
shipping and handling.

B The PURPOSE Massachusetts
Advocacy Kit PURPOSE stands for
Parents (and others) United for Re-
sponsible Policies on Sexuality Edu-
cation. The handbook costs $34.50
by mail and is available from the
Planned Parenthood League of
Massachusetts, 99 Bishop Allen
Drive, Cambridge, MA 02139,

B The Rutherford Institute, Chris-
tian Coalition, Focus on the Family,

American Family Association, and
Unification Church have all been ac-
tive in organizing, litigation, train-
ing sessions, and media outreach in
the Bay State, providing a case study
of how a state is targetted. An over-
view analysis of the situation by PRA
associate (and former PRA director)
Jean Hardisty appears in a recent is-
suc of the Resist newsletter. For a
free copy of the May/Junc 1994
issue (Vol.3 No. 5), please write Re-
sist, One Summer Street, Somerville,
MA 02143.

When studying the Christian
Reconstuctionist movement Sara
Diamond’s Spiritual Warfare and
George Marsden’s Understanding
Fundamentalism and Evangelical-
ism have been mentioned here be-
fore, but don’t overlook the histori-
cal background provided by Leo P.
Ribuffo’s The Old Christian Right
(Philadelphia: Temple University
Press, 1983).

Concerned Women for America,
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